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“COMMUNICATING HOPE AND TRUST IN OUR TIME.” - POPE FRANCIS

Borongan diocese

to relaunch AM radio
THE Diocese of Borongan will be reopening
its AM Radio Station on June 26, 2018.
This was announced by Bishop Crispin
Varquez during the bi-monthly meeting of
the Borongan Clergy held on June 18 at the
Bishop’s Residence.
Operating on 1368 KHz frequency, the
5-kilowatt AM radio station will be using the
same call sign of DYVW and will be located
in a new 2-storey building in Baybay Blvd,
Borongan City.
According to Fr. Neil Tenefrancia, assistant
director of the Diocesan Commission on
Mass Media of the Diocese of Borongan,
the programming will be integrated with
that of Borongan Catholic TV-13 and will be
streamed over social media.
“All programs will be on teleradio that can
be viewed in the local cable TV, and they will
be streamed live on Facebook and Youtube,”
said Tenefrancia.
Active on social media himself, Tenefrancia
hopes that this media outfit will reach
as many listeners as possible not only in
Eastern Samar but also, through social
media, in other parts of the world where
DYVW was first launched in 1991 but ceased
operation in 2006 due to the disrepair of its
transmitter and other studio equipment.
“What precipitated us to embark into this
apostolate on air is the heightened awareness
of our mission. For the diocese exists precisely
to accomplish a mission. And the mission is:
‘Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.’ (Mt 28:19-20),” said then
Borongan Bishop Leonardo Medroso during
the opening of DYVW in 1991.
The Diocese of Borongan is among the
dioceses in the country that is active in the
mass media apostolate.
This relaunched AM Radio will be the
latest addition to the other active media
outfits of the Diocese Borongan which are:
Borongan Catholic TV-13 on local Cable TV,
Este Newspaper, Este News Service, Este
FM Online Radio and various social media
platforms.
In his message for the relaunching of DYVW,
the Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines,
Archbishop Gabriele Caccia, said, “The use
of these media by the Church ought to be
exemplary and reflect the highest models of
truthfulness, while being at the same time
instruments of hope.”
Msgr. Pepe Quitorio, director of the Media
Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
the Philippines (CBCP), heads the Diocesan
Commission on Mass Media and Social
Communications of the Diocese of Borongan.
(Este News)

The ongoing construction of the 180 feet antenna tower at the foreground of the old and the new DYVW building; both buildings will house the Voice of the Word Media Network
(VWMN) that is envisioned to be the mother company of DYVW AM, VW Cable Television, Este News Service, Este Newspaper, and VW Online Radio. (Photo courtesy of Arnel Claro)

Samar bishops laud construction of Samar Pacific Coastal Road
BORONGAN CITY—The bishops of the three
dioceses of the island of Samar commended
the start of the construction of the Samar
Pacific Coastal Road Project (SPCR).
The groundbreaking ceremony to mark the
start of the project was held at Brgy. Simora,
Palapag, Northern Samar on May 31, 2018.
During
the
36th
Samar
Island
Partnership for Peace and Development
(SIPPAD) conference held on March 9,
2017 in Catarman, Northern Samar, the
bishops issued a resolution calling on the
government to open the Simora Bridge and
the completion of Samar road projects.
The resolution was signed by Catarman
bishop Emmuel Trance, Calbayog bishop
Isabelo Abarquez and Borongan bishop
Crispin Varquez.
On February 4, 2017, the Samar bishops
also joined the Simora Walk to drumbeat

people’s clamor for the government to finish
the Simora road project.
The Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) through its implementing
office, the Roads Management Cluster II –
Unified Project Management spearheads the
construction of the 11.607 kilometers twolane road that include the Simora bridge,
Jangtud 1 bridge and Jangtud 2 bridge.
According to government sources, the
project is funded by the Government of

Korea under Korea Export-Import Bank,
Economic Development Cooperation Fund
Loan No. PHL-14 and the Government of the
Philippines.
SIPPAD officials believe that improved
transportation system in the Province of
Northern Samar would stimulate economic
growth through development of potential
eco-tourism and shortened travel time,
among others. (Levina L. Mones / DSAC
News)

(Photo courtesy of Arnel Claro)

Borongan Bishop Crispin Varquez presides over the blessing and inauguration of the
new house of the Sisters of Jesus of the Good Shepherd (Suore Jesu Buen Pastor, SJBP)
commonly known as the Pastorelle Sisters. The Sisters have started working in the Diocese of Borongan since 2016, particularly in the apostolate of the youth and migrants.
The Pastorelle House is located at the DYVW Campus in Baybay Blvd, Borongan City.
(Este News)
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Sea of black as thousands flock to slain priest’s funeral
Thousands of black-clad mourners
have crowded the city streets of
Cabanatuan in Nueva Ecija for the
funeral procession of slain Father
Richmond Nilo.
Rains did not stop more than
10,000 people from joining the procession from the College of the Immaculate Conception (CIC) Chapel
to the new St. Nicholas of Tolentine
Cathedral to pay their last respects
to the priest.
Many of those who lined up for
the procession were from his hometown in San Antonio and his parishioners at the St. Vincent Ferrer Parish in Zaragoza town.
His funeral took place less than
a week after he was gunned down
while preparing for a Mass at the
barangay chapel of Mayamot in
Zaragoza on June 10.
“He (Nilo) helped us get back on
our feet slowly. He gave a new hope
to my family,” said a tearful Anthony
Velasco from Zaragoza.
Juliene Ocampo thanked the
priest for his program to help her
fellow deaf-mute students at the
CIC where there Nilo served as
president of six years.
“If not because of him, we will not
be able to finish our education,” she

said.
Dozens of bishops and priests
led by Papal nuncio Archbishop Gabriele Caccia attended the funeral
Mass presided over by Bishop Sofronio Bancud of Cabanatuan.
In his homily, Bancud said that
when temptation is great to respond to hate with hate, an authentic conversion of heart is necessary.
He said that Christians are called
to respond to attacks with the
works of God which are forgiveness,
love and respect for other people
even if they are indifferent.
“Whatever it is that we are facing
today in our families and communities, let us respond with love,” Bancud said.
The bishop added that the murder of Nilo only mirrors the many
violence happening in the world
today.
“But it should not deter us as disciples of the Lord. Rather, we always
have to go back to the Good News,”
he said. “If you have been persecuted, know that Jesus Christ was
persecuted first.”
After the Mass, Nilo was laid to
rest at the crypt of the cathedral.
Nilo was the third priest to be
killed in the past six months after
Fr. Mark Ventura of the Archdiocese
of Tuguegarao and Fr. Marcelito
Paez of the San Jose diocese.

Priests carry the coffin of Fr. Richmond Nilo during a funeral procession towards the crypt of the St. Nicholas of Tolentine Cathedral in Cabanatuan
City, June 15, 2018. SCREEN GRAB FROM TV MARIA

Bishops oppose arming priests East Samar operating on

reenacted budget for 2018

Davao Archbishop Romulo Valles, CBCP President.

The head of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines said he is strongly against
the idea of arming priests for personal safety
in the wake of recent attacks on clergymen.
Archbishop Romulo Valles, CBCP President,
said that priests are supposed to be men of
peace, not violence.
“I would strongly oppose to arm the
priests,” Valles told Manila archdiocese-run
Radio Veritas.
“We are men of God, men of the Church and
it is part of our ministry to face face dangers,
to face deaths if one may say that way. But we
would do it just what Jesus did,” he said.
Cebu Auxiliary Bishop Oscar Florencio,
who is also the apostolic administrator of the
Military Ordinariate of the Philippines, said
he could think of several scenarios where it
could have negative consequences.

“It will create more chaos, it will not solve
anything,” he said.
Fr. Richmond Nilo has been shot dead
inside a chapel in the town of Zaragoza in
Nueva Ecija province on June 10 as he was
preparing to say Mass, the third cleric to be
killed in six months.
The attack occurred four days after Fr. Rey
Urmeneta, a former police chaplain, was
wounded in a shooting in Calamba City in
Laguna province on June 6.
On April 29, Fr. Mark Ventura, known for
his anti-mining advocacy, was gunned down
after celebrating Mass in the province of
Cagayan.
In December last year, 72-year-old Fr.
Marcelito Paez was shot dead in Jaen town in
Nueva Ecija after facilitaitng the release of a
political prisoner. (CBCPNews)

BORONGAN CITY, June 13, 2018–“There is
no approved budget for 2018”.
This was the answer of majority members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan when
asked about the status of the annual budget.
“The reason why there is no annual budget of the province for 2018 is because we
don’t have an approved Annual Investment
Plan for 2018,” SP Member Celestino Cabato
said during a presscon last week. “There can
be no budget if the AIP is not approved,” he
added.
The AIP is a consolidated development
plan of a local government unit. It identifies
priority projects and programs to be appropriated in the annual budget. Included in the
AIP is a DILG approved GAD plan and budget, a disaster risk reduction management
plan, a climate change plan, and peace and
order and public safety plan.
Cabato said that during the January 5,
2018 session, they “passed a resolution approving in principle the AIP for 2018, subject
to the condition that the Provincial Development Council resolution adapting the AIP,
signed by the members must be complied
with” and “that the amendments suggested
by the body during the pre-session last December, including other documents must be
submitted and therafter, the said resolution
after submission of the complete documents
shall be considered as approved in its absolute terms”.
Until now, this has not been fully complied,

despite being promised that the documents
will be submitted in three days, Cabato said.
The lawmakers said that some of those
who signed the PDC resolution are not the
authorized signatories. They allege that
some of the documents submitted were
falsified, pointing out specifically the peace
and public safety plan.
The province is operating on a reenacted budget. “In the absence of an approved
budget, only the annual appropriation for
salaries and wages of existing positions,
statutory and contractual obligations and
essential operating expenses authorized in
the annual and supplemental budgets for
the preceding year shall be deemed reenacted,” Cabato said.
With regards to the salary increase of provincial government employees, Board Member Byron Suyot said that the governor is
“authorized to implement the increase since
they approved an appropriation in 2017 for
the second tranche salary increase”.
The board members say they are not to
blame for the non-approval of the budget.
“We are not a hindrance of the progress of
Eastern Samar, we are supportive of the programs and projects but it must be in accordance with government procedures”.
Still, they are prepared to act on the budget. Board Member Suyot said that “if they
comply with the AIP, we will talk about the
budget, we will re-deliberate on the budget
per office”. (Eden Cidro/Este News)

JOSHUA ALDWIN FISH DEALER
Sabang South, Borongan City
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Samar bishops to gov’t: ‘Break chain of impunity’
BORONGAN CITY, June 18, 2018—
The Catholic bishops of Samar
Island called for the breaking of the
“culture of impunity” in relation to
the ongoing killings in the country.
In a statement, Bishops Isabelo
Abarquez of Calbayog, Crispin
Varquez of Borongan and Emmanuel
Trance urged the government to
take effective measures to bring
perpetrators of killings to justice.
They also called on the authorities
to address impunity through
impartial investigations and judicial
processes.
“We are concerned [by] the
alarming system of justice in our

country wherein perpetrators
of similar crimes are not held
accountable,” they said.
The bishops made the appeal
after the regular assembly of the
Samar Island Partnership for Peace
and Development (SIPPAD) held in
Catarman, Northern Samar on June
14.
SIPPAD is a partnership of the
Church, government, academe,
and civil society in the provinces
of Samar, Northern Samar, and
Eastern Samar.
The bishops are also standing up
against the attacks and killings of
clergymen in recent months.

They said the series of killings
and the increasing impunity of
perpetrators in our country can
never be justified.
“Hence, to kill a priest or a
Filipino or anyone for whatever
reason or intention is very much
un-Christian,
un-Filipino,
and
extremely irrational,” the prelates
added.
“We earnestly call also on our
people to pray for peace and healing
of our nation, for the victims of the
senseless killings in our country,
and for the safety of all clergy
and the religious,” they said. (Roy
Lagarde)

P997-M Samar Pacific Road
Project constructions kicks off
PALAPAG, Northern Samar, June 3,
2018–The construction of the P997
million Samar Pacific Coastal Road
project funded by the Korean government has officially kicked off following its ground breaking rites at
Barangay Simora here.
DPWH Secretary Mark Villar, Korean Ambassador to the Philippines
Han Dong-man, Northern Samar
Governor Jose Ong Jr., Northern Samar 2nd District Rep. Edwin Ong,
and other local officials graced the
historic time capsule laying rites on
May 31.
	
Villar said the implementation of the coastal road project has
been more than 30 years dream
of the people of Northern Samar
as the coastal road project started
during the time of the late President
Corazon Aquino.
Villar lauded former Congressman Emil Ong for initiating the con-

struction of the coastal road project
during the time of Aquino connecting the coastal towns of Northern
Samar.
Korean Ambassador to the Philippines Han Dong-man said the road
project funded by his government is
a sign of their long concern for the
development of our country.
The Korean ambassador said the
project is a product of the friendship of both countries since the Korean war .
Gov. Ong expressed his thanks
to President Rodrigo Roa Duterte
for including their province in the
“Build, Build, Build” program of the
administration.
He said the road project in his
province will spur economic development.
The governor said that Duterte
being a former mayor knows how
vital is a road network in a locality.

Rep. Ong, for his part, expressed
his thanks to Villar and the Korean
government for the realization of
the coastal road project in his district that has long been awaited by
his constituents.
	
Palapag Mayor Mario
Agno said with the road project
and three bridges to connect his
town, Palapag will be connected to
other coastal towns and help the
land transportation network to its
neighboring towns.
He said it will open more opportunities for his people as they can
soon bring in their farm produce
and goods to the capital town and
back to their town anytime of the
day with the road network.
The road project with 3 major
bridges to be constructed is expected to be completed in March 2020.
(Nestor L.
Abrematea / Visayas
Times)

(Photo courtesy of DSAC Borongan)

Greetings from:

Mr. Ramon
Anasarias
and family

A este
4

EDITORIAL

VOL 6 NO 6
JUNE 2018

Editorial

The challenge of quality content

Blad Uzi

Simple and humble
thoughts
Bishop Crispin B. Varquez, D.D.

Our diocesan radio station
DAKO an akon pagpasalamat
sa Commission on Social Media
(Chairperson hi Msgr. Pepe Quitorio
ug Fr. Neil Tenafrancia an Vice
Chairperson) tungod han ginhimo
nga initiative to reopen han aton
Radio Station ug ang pag maximize
paggamit han mga means of social
communications.
Pope Francis encourages us to
use all means of communications to
reach out and evangelize our people.
Moreover, to fight against fake news.

“The tragedy of disinformation is
that it discredits others, presenting
them as enemies, to the point of
demonizing them and fomenting
conflict. Fake news is a sign of
intolerant
and
hypersensitive
attitudes, and leads only to arrogance
and hatred. That is the end result of
untruth,” says Pope Francis.
This is a big challenge for us in
the Church, how we counter the
fakenews done by irresponsible
people who just want to advance

their selfish goals and interests.
With the use of our radio station,
our Borongan Catholic tv13 and
live streaming online we can bring
objective news and information to
our people.
Tagan naton hin hul-os nga
supporta an smooth ngan stable nga
operation an aton radio station.
Congratulations han Commission
on Social Media han aton Diocese
han Borongan. More power. Damo
nga salamat.

Aningal
Fr. Cyrain Cabuenas

Sound of silence
IN A CULTURE that mistakes loudness
for authority and screaming for
substance, silence is a precious gem.
When we don’t want to soak in
the negativity of others, silence is a
must. In fact it has meditative and
medicinal quality. The American
poet and philosopher Henry David
Thoreau used to believe that there
are many fine things we cannot say if
we have to shout. And the Prefect of
the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments
Cardinal Robert Sarah even wrote
on the power of silence against the
dictatorship of noise.
Further, silence is an important
component in liturgy and one
condition for contemplation.
However, when somebody needs
our support, when we need to take
a stand, silence is not always golden.
When error goes unchallenged,
when arrogant pursuit of power and
authority struck terror into the hearts
of people, when things could not get
any worse, one cannot just be reduced
to a helpless spectator.
In light of the atrocities committed
against drug suspects, a nun activist,
and lately priests, it has been
amazingly quiet in one corner, our
corner.
The only credible and organized
network that could stand up to

dictators, clowns, and morons, is
unusually silent and reluctant to
socially engage let alone criticize.
Undoubtedly,
we
value
nonconfrontational communications, yet
it is also seen as disengagement or
disinterest, or worse, condoning the
situation.
Are the Princes of the Church
steering their flock? There seems
to be a perceived loss of prophetic
voice. We hear hardly a word. Should
people look elsewhere for help and
guidance? Shall we wait those in the
pews to register their discontent?
The impact or lack thereof of the
evolving role of Catholic Bishops
in public domain as custodians of
democracy and human rights is
spreading confusion. They are not
even trying.
Our Church’s response to scathing
attacks and violence has long followed
a predictable pattern. We mourn. Offer
condolences and prayers. Condemn
atrocities. Then wait and hope for
speedy solution.
We commend some for their
forthright statements but the weight
is not the same as an utterance from
the whole collegial body of Bishops.
Moreover, nobody has taken to the
streets and protests never reached a
fever pitch.
Or perhaps our Church leaders are

just heeding Solomon’s advice: “The
one who guards his mouth preserves
his life, the one who opens wide his
lips comes to ruin.” (Prov 13:3)
How easily we forget the true nature
of our Church and our ministry. The
Church should be a liberating agent,
not just a charitable institution.
We need church leaders who can
go beyond the normal pedantic
teaching. They must engage in the
life of community and try to remove
structural deformities No true servant
of the Lord can look the other way
when God’s people are in danger.
No true servant of the Lord can
remain quite when a fellow servant
is being assaulted. The shameless
audacity of the powers that be should
be met with courage to speak even the
inconvenient truth.
Wounds in society which tear at our
social fabric and constitute human
suffering must be addressed whatever
the cost.
The consequences of proclaiming
the truth and Gospel values are not
always edifying. But still we need to
rally our communal spirit to affirm
our common dignity.
Keeping quite should not be
confused with Jesus’ silence before
Pilate. His was not total inactivity,
ours is sometimes plain yellow or
cowardice.

SINCE the time Borongan Diocese radio station
DYVW was launched 27 years ago, mass media
has already morphed a hundred and even
more times. Gone are the days when media
was a one-way traffic. Media then was the
exclusive domain of broadcasters, editors and
gatekeepers—and the rest of us were merely
passive listeners.
With the onset of social media, almost
everybody now has become media. A mobile
smart phone, for instance, can broadcast and
can go viral on Facebook Live with viewership
that can be at par on virality with giant TV
networks. Such is the case of the so-called
Duterte keyboard warriors and famous
celebrities that could command millions of
followers on FB, Twitter or Instagram by the
flex of one post.
The “chatbot” is the new SMS. On free-data
over FB, people using chatbot can send as many
messages to as many people without buying a
load. And instantly at that.
Television and radio is migrating to the
digital sphere. In urban areas like Manila,
people can view TV digitally by using a gadget
which ABS-CBN has popularized as the “black
box.” That’s saying goodbye to analog TV,
especially in view of the government plan to
implement ASO (analog shut off) by year 2023
in order to fully migrate the industry to Digital
Terrestrial Television Broadcasting (DTTB).
Newer version of mobile smart phones can
now listen to HD radio that are transmitted
no longer through the traditional AM or FM
spectrum.
But Borongan diocese is reopening its radio
station DYVW after about a 13-year hiatus.
At first blush, it would seem that its planners
are detached from the recent technological
upheaval, if not passé and painfully
anachronistic. How true.
On closer look, however, this upcoming
AM radio of the Diocese of Borongan has the
technical capability and programming that are
hybrid with social media platforms, cable TV
and a possible HD transmission.
But media is barely about technology, no
matter how advanced. It is about the quality of
content. Which may be the real challenge why
Borongan diocese will put up a radio station in
the first place.
In his message for the 52nd World
Communications Day 2018, Pope Francis
says, “Amid the frenzies and the mad rush of
a scoop, they must remember that the heart
of information is not the speed with which
it is reported or its audience impact, but
persons. Informing others means forming
others; it means being with people’s lives.
That is why ensuring the accuracy of sources
and protecting communication are real means
of promoting goodness, generating trust, and
opening the way to communion and peace.”
EASTERN SAMAR NEWS SERVICE
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Voice of the Voiceless

Balik-balay

Fr. Fernando Navidad Egargo, Ph.D

Sarah Mabansag Puno

Fake News and Journalism for Peace’
POPE Francis begins his
message on the 52nd World
Day
of
Communications
2018 with the assertion that
“communication…(is)
an
essential way to experience
fellowship…(through) sharing
the true, the good, and the
beautiful”.
It is not surprising that Pope
Francis has been sounding off
his call in the responsible use
of media in the proclamation
of the TRUTH. He has been
vocal against those who
spread lies and gossip. In
fact, he has likened gossips
to “terrorists” because of the
utter destruction that they
cause on the lives of innocent
victims. For him, spreading
lies and fake news is a sign of
one’s unfaithfulness to God. He
says “when we are faithful to
God, communication becomes
an effective expression of our
responsible search for truth”.
Social media has created
instant celebrities. Many of
these “celebrities” rose to
fame by being provocative or
controversial either in words, in
deeds or in pictures. This desire
for unabashed fame sometimes
forces people to fabricate lies.
Pope Francis claims that this
is rooted in one’s “pride and
selfishness” that twists the
truth and seeks to “distort
the way we use our ability to
communicate”. He insists that
proliferation of fake news, i.e.
“spreading disinformation or
false information meant to
deceive and manipulate”, is
one big cancer that is slowly

destroying today’s society.
He further laments that “the
tragedy of disinformation
is that it discredits others
presenting them as enemies
(and)
demonizing
them
(consequently)
fomenting
conflict”.
He,
therefore,
proposes that the only way
to fight lies is to constantly
proclaim the TRUTH whatever
it takes.
But how do we fight fake news?
Pope Francis rightly explains
that there is a “need to unmask
the snake-tactics” used by
deceptive individuals or groups.
He was, of course, referring to
the snake of deception (Gen
3:1-15) who tricked Adam and
Eve, the innocent victims of the
“first fake news”. Helping people
“unmask” lies is achieved
through education. He suggests
a process of education for truth,
that is, “a process (of) helping
people to interpret and assess
information provided by the
media (and) teaching them to
take an active part in unmasking
falsehoods”. Truth, Pope Francis
claims, is proclaimed with the
way we live our lives reflecting
our relationship with God.
Telling the truth is telling
people that we are on the side
of God. After all, our life of faith
is not detached from our dayto-day life.
We can only proclaim truth if
we sincerely seek to know the
truth. Failure and negligence
in seeking the truth results to
a life of “terrorism”, a life that
seeks to destroy others by way
of disinformation. “To discern

the truth, we need to discern
everything that encourages
communion and promotes
goodness
from
whatever
tends to isolate, divide, and
oppose”.
Information
and
formation
are
intimately
linked. Sharing information
is necessary in order to
help others form their own
intelligent opinion regarding
various issues. Therefore,
truthfulness
in
sharing
information is indispensable
in order to “promote informed
and mature reflection leading
to constructive dialogue and
fruitful results”. Manipulation
of facts has no place in the life
of a believer.
Finally, Pope Francis talks
about “peace as the true
news”. We, the people of God,
must share this true news
of peace. He says, “the best
antidotes to falsehoods are not
strategies, but people: people
who are not greedy but ready
to listen; people who make
the effort to engage in sincere
dialogue so that the truth
can emerge; people who are
attracted by goodness and take
responsibility for how they use
language”.
The challenges involved in
fighting against the spread of
fake news is enormous. It does
not mean, however, that they
are unsurmountable. Lies can
be defeated not by spreading
more lies by rather by our life
of witnessing—we, believers
of God, must constantly stand
tall in fighting for what is “true,
good, and beautiful”.
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Lord thank you for my tatay!
MANY respectable people I have
talked with described their fathers
as “Ideal Father”. Why?
Let me cite some.
A respectable budding politician
said, “My father is God-fearing. I
haven’t heard him miss a Sunday
Mass or holy days of obligation. He
leads prayer at home. He loves us all.
He respects and loves our mother
and tells us to do the same to her.
And now that we are all grown ups,
he tells us to love our spouses and
our children. And above all to love
God and put Him as the center of our
lives”.
A respectable doctor shared,
“My father, a military man, though
assigned in many places got only one
wife, my mother. He sacrificed a lot
to send us all to school and all be
professionals”.
A respectable engineer is proud
of his father. He said, “My father, an
engineer like me was not rich but
happy and contented. He was part
of the team who constructed the
strong and beautiful bridge of our
place. He served with commitment
and honesty. For him, children who
are fed from dishonest means will
in turn be dishonest. He taught us
to live simply and live according to
our means. He was also generous to
others”.
A respectable Punong Barangay
humbly shared, “My father, a farmer
was an undefeated political leader in
our place until his death. He won even
without campaigning not because of
his many relatives, not because of
money but because he was loved by
the people. He unselfishly shared his
wisdom, knowledge and expertise to
his constituents. He served both the
government and the church in his
lifetime”.
A
respectable
professional
musician and entertainer joyfully
sang a tune “As for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord”. According
to him, “, My father, an OFW, an
entertainer like me had not only
given joy to people around the world
through his music but also helped
gather people to listen to God’s word
especially in places where Christ was
not heard. He was not afraid to relay
God’s message to unbelievers”.
Why did they call their fathers
‘ideal’? Because these fathers for
them lived fulfilled lives, not only to
please people but above all to please
God that inspired them to emulate
and proudly share to others so they
may also be enlightened and be
inspired.
They are responsible fathers who
can create responsible children and
future responsible fathers too.
From these sharing, therefore an
‘Ideal Father’ loves and worships
God and make Him the center of his
personal life and family life. He loves
and serves his family unselfishly
with dedication and commitment. He
commands respect and obedience for
he teaches good values by example.
An Ideal Father is also a good servant.
He serves also even outside his home,
his community, the society. He brings
his family and others to serve God
and let others know about the love of
God.
Why should fathers be ideal?
Because fatherhood is a vehicle that
can bring him, his family and others
to heaven.
Why, are these fathers saints?
No! They are all sinners but they
are humble to repent and faithfully
surrender to God’s transforming love.
But IDEAL or NOT, we thank the
Lord for the gift of FATHER! We pray
for them whether living or departed.
From the bottom of our hearts we
say, “I love you Tatay/Papa/Daddy!”
To all the fathers, Happy Father’s
Day! God bless you and grant you joy
and peace!

Rev. Eutiquio B. Belizar, Jr., SThD

Truth in an age of disinformation
FAKE news is not only out. It
has not only grown in notoriety.
It is not only virtually on
the lips of everybody. It has
become a weapon. For one, it
is used to discredit political or
social enemies. For another,
it is resorted to when trying
to sell a candidate as through
he/she were a product that
have positives enhanced and
negatives suppressed, glossed
over or denied outright just
so he/she could get elected or
hired. At best, truth is glimpsed
at; at worst, we see only its
back, if at all.
One trouble ordinary citizens
encounter is the diversification
of
truth.
In
scholastic
philosophy we are told that
truth consists in the conformity
between the mind and outside
reality. The problem is that
there are as many minds as
there are people. That simply
means outside reality can be
conceived of in many a mental
frame by anyone, particularly
by a leader. On his part, to
choose any point of view
carries with it the unwritten
obligation
to
responsibly
explore objectively, study and
present it in a balanced way
and pray fervently for the grace
to arrive at the whole spectrum

of possible aspects of truth our
reality offers. The closest thing
to expressing them altogether
means the country is on the
verge of rediscovering itself in a
fuller, more complete way.
But then alternative facts
stand in the way of finding truth.
To advance one’s interests,
a person could compromise
with untruth. Alternative facts
are offered by people in power
in order to hide a deficiency, a
failure or a negative impression.
For instance, to cushion the bad
impression of thousands of
killings, a leader could stress
the freedom from fear people
experience on the streets or
when walking at night due to
a policy he espouses, to the
extent that the next generation
is being saved from from benign
annihilation.
The Church understands
truth in a totally distinct
fashion. For her truth is what
God reveals in and through
Jesus Christ, “the Way, the Truth
and the Life” (Jn 14:6). This
revelation is itself historical
and realistic, for the Son of God
entered history and joined our
sense of reality. Hence, it does
not contradict our ordinary or
philosophical understanding
of truth. In Jesus Christ we see

the whole reality of God and
that of the human being; for he
himself is both God and man. In
him we are made to discover
the full extent of our humanity
and God’s divine mystery.
Moreover, we the Church, so
says St. John Paul II, are the
guardian and proclaimer of
this Truth. Our access to every
means available in our local
and national context as well as
along international levels can
only serve the ministry of the
Church involving the truth.
In an age of disinformation,
the Church must exert every
possible effort, use every
available means to proclaim
this truth of Jesus Christ,
whether or not people are
willing to listen. For while
in the Philippines liberation
of individuals and of the
nation are a goal, most of the
time people are talking of
social, political and economic
liberation. They ignore their
deeper need. If Jesus Christ
reveals God to us and us to
ourselves, then his word is
crucial to our media use.
“If you will abide in my word,
you will truly be my disciples.
Then you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free”
(Jn 8:32).

Antigo
Msgr. Lope C. Robredillo, VG

Estehanon Vs Estehanon during the
Philippine-American War
IN history books, American soldiers
are
sometimes
portrayed
as
merciless to Estehanons, especially
in the aftermath of the Balangiga
Massacre of September 28, 1901,
following the infamous order of Gen
Jacob Smith. What is often glossed
over, however, is that the Estehanon
could also be equally, if not more,
cruel to his fellow Estehanon during
that period.
As frequently happens in war,
some people would take sides with
the enemy; and the PhilippineAmerican war on Samar is not
an exception. Not all Estehanons
were pro-Aguinaldo; not every
Estehanon welcomed the presence
of Gen Vicente Lukban whom Emilio
Aguinaldo appointed to rule the
entire island of Samar. Others looked
to the United States for political
salvation. Understandably enough,
Lukban was said to have planted
spies in almost every town of the

province, to stave off collaboration
with the Americanos. Unfortunately,
even mere suspicion of sleeping with
the enemy could result in tragedy.
In the early part of 1901, before
the Balangiga Massacre occurred,
some of Lukban’s followers in the
intelligence determined that the
police chief of Quinapondan, Eastern
Samar was a traitor for spying FOR
the Americans. Both as a lesson and
as a warning to future Quislings,
they bound the poor police chief in
a stake at the town plaza, and after
wrapping his head with an American
flag that was soaked in kerosene,
they set the flag on fire, burning the
head of the suspect.
One could only imagine how the
Quinapondananons,
who
were
gathered at the plaza to watch
the macabre, could have stoically
stomached the horrorific barbarism,
even as they heard his gruesome
cries!

ESAMELCO
NEWSLETTER
We would like to inform all our member-consumerowners that we have successfully earned the AAA
rating from the National Electrification Administration
(NEA) for three (3) consecutive years based on Electric
Cooperatives operational performance for the previous
year.
To attain the new vision of NEA as vanguard of
sustainable rural development in partnership with
globally competitive and empowered member-consumer
owners (MCOs), it is necessary that MCOs are made
aware of their responsibilities and obligations not just
as member-consumers, but owners of their electric
cooperative. Hence, they shall be educated, organized
and prepared to be involved in all EC affairs affecting
their interest.
Last January 19 2018, ESAMELCO energized new
Nato, Taft 5/6.25 MVA Substation located at Brgy.
Nato, Taft, Eastern Samar. The substation will improve
power quality and reliability to ESAMELCO MemberConsumer-Owners in the Northern part municipalities
of Eastern Samar namely: Nato, Taft, Can-avid, Dolores,
Maslog, Oras, San Policarpo, Arteche, and Jipapad.

PAYMENT CENTERS:
CHINA BANK, DBP, UCPB,
METROBANK, PALAWAN
PAWNSHOP, PNB,
________
Get 5% discount on Electricity
Power Bills
R.A. 7832 (Anti Electricity and
Electric Transmission Lines/
Materials Pilferage Act of
1994):
Illegal Connection; direct
connection; tampered meter;
loop connection; current
reversing transformer; jumper;
and shunting device
Attend Pre-Membership
and Education Seminar
every Monday at 1:30 PM,
ESAMELCO Main Office, Brgy.
Cabong, Borongan City
ESAMELCO
09175217513
www.esamelco.com.ph
fb: Esamelco Main

Greetings
from: Mark
and Virginia
Hadwell.
Edmonton,
Canada
Good luck and
more power to
your station

Greetings from
Neil Alejandro
A. Pinarok
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(The following is lifted from the message of Fr. Reuter for the souvenir program published during the launching of DYVW on June 5, 1991.)

The trouble is worth it
By Fr. James B. Reuter, S.J

plowing in the field, with the transistor radio lashed to the
handle of his plow.

FOR two thousand years the Catholic Church has tried to
This radio station will cause trouble. People will quarrel,
bring the Gospel of Christ our Lord to men, in three ways:
passionately, over the programming, over the personnel
1. The parish
who man the microphones, over the events which are
2. The school
covered or not covered, over what the broadcaster says or
3. The charitable institutions
does not say.
If we continue, at maximum effort, to reach out to people
But the trouble is worth it.
in these three ways, we will touch the lives of 20% of the
Catholics on the island of Samar. We will contact one out
The launching of this radio station is a tremendous
of five Catholics, and almost none of the non-Catholics.
tribute to the vision of the Bishop. It is a tribute to the
With this new radio station, our potential reach is 100% energy and vitality of the clergy. Above all, it is tribute to
of the people of Samar. There is no Filipino anywhere, the deep faith of the people in Eastern Samar.
who can not get to a transistor radio.
This station will be a turning point in the whole history
And we reach the people where they are—in their homes, of the Diocese of Borongan.
in the market place, in the jeepneys; we reach the farmer

Keep it up, DYVW !
All the best !
Congratulations!!!
From :
The Royster Family

Greetings from:
Mr & Mrs. APOLINARIO
NEBRIDA JR
(Nee: EVA CARDONA)
Children and Grandchildren

More power
DYVW!!!
keep spreading
the Kerygma!
EMILY GRACE

Greetings from:
Frank and Glena
Pabello
and childrenFranklin, Dennis and
Tricia

More power
DYVW!!!
from SOCIETY
TAILORING
Greetings from Nirza
and Ibarra Family...
God bless us all!

Greetings from:
Mr. & Mrs Aldrin M.
Payuyao
Children: Dyne, Kim,
Ysha & Yxie

Owned and Managed by
MA. Flores Guianan Isler
Cardona St. Brgy .F , Borongan City..

Greetings from:

Hon. Annabelle
Capito

Greetings from:
Nelson - Emilia
Baquilod
and daughter
Nelia

Greetings from:

Kenneth Spare
Parts & Supply

Address: Brgy. C, Borongan City
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Fake news and journalism for peace
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for World Communications Day 2018
“The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32).

Pope Francis leads his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican April 18. PAUL
HARING/CNS via CBCPNEWS

DEAR Brothers and Sisters,
Communication is part of God’s
plan for us and an essential way to
experience fellowship. Made in the
image and likeness of our Creator,
we are able to express and share
all that is true, good, and beautiful.
We are able to describe our own
experiences and the world around
us, and thus to create historical
memory and the understanding of
events. But when we yield to our
own pride and selfishness, we can
also distort the way we use our
ability to communicate. This can
be seen from the earliest times, in
the biblical stories of Cain and Abel
and the Tower of Babel (cf. Gen 4:416; 11:1-9). The capacity to twist
the truth is symptomatic of our
condition, both as individuals and
communities. On the other hand,
when we are faithful to God’s
plan, communication becomes
an effective expression of our
responsible search for truth and
our pursuit of goodness.
In today’s fast-changing world
of communications and digital
systems, we are witnessing the
spread of what has come to be
known as “fake news”. This calls
for reflection, which is why I have
decided to return in this World
Communications Day Message
to the issue of truth, which was
raised time and time again by my
predecessors, beginning with Pope
Paul VI, whose 1972 Message took as
its theme: “Social Communications
at the Service of Truth”. In this
way, I would like to contribute
to our shared commitment to
stemming the spread of fake news

and to rediscovering the dignity
of journalism and the personal
responsibility of journalists to
communicate the truth.
1. What is “fake” about fake news?
The term “fake news” has been
the object of great discussion and
debate. In general, it refers to the
spreading of disinformation on line
or in the traditional media. It has
to do with false information based
on non-existent or distorted data
meant to deceive and manipulate
the reader. Spreading fake news
can serve to advance specific goals,
influence political decisions, and
serve economic interests.
The effectiveness of fake news
is primarily due to its ability
to mimic real news, to seem plausible.
Secondly, this false but believable
news is “captious”, inasmuch as
it grasps people’s attention by
appealing to stereotypes and
common social prejudices, and
exploiting instantaneous emotions
like anxiety, contempt, anger and
frustration. The ability to spread
such fake news often relies on
a manipulative use of the social
networks and the way they
function. Untrue stories can spread
so quickly that even authoritative
denials fail to contain the damage.
The difficulty of unmasking and
eliminating fake news is due also to
the fact that many people interact in
homogeneous digital environments
impervious to differing perspectives
and opinions. Disinformation thus
thrives on the absence of healthy
confrontation with other sources
of information that could effectively
challenge prejudices and generate

constructive dialogue; instead, it
risks turning people into unwilling
accomplices in spreading biased
and baseless ideas. The tragedy of
disinformation is that it discredits
others, presenting them as
enemies, to the point of demonizing
them and fomenting conflict. Fake
news is a sign of intolerant and
hypersensitive attitudes, and leads
only to the spread of arrogance and
hatred. That is the end result of
untruth.
2. How can we recognize fake
news?
None of us can feel exempted
from the duty of countering these
falsehoods. This is no easy task,
since disinformation is often based
on deliberately evasive and subtly
misleading rhetoric and at times the
use of sophisticated psychological
mechanisms.
Praiseworthy
efforts are being made to create
educational programmes aimed
at helping people to interpret and
assess information provided by
the media, and teaching them to
take an active part in unmasking
falsehoods, rather than unwittingly
contributing to the spread of
disinformation. Praiseworthy too
are those institutional and legal
initiatives aimed at developing
regulations for curbing the
phenomenon, to say nothing of the
work being done by tech and media
companies in coming up with new
criteria for verifying the personal
identities
concealed
behind
millions of digital profiles.
Yet preventing and identifying
the way disinformation works also
calls for a profound and careful
Fake News / B6
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE
RELAUNCHING
OF DYVW.
DIOCESE OF
BORONGAN
Greetings from
MR. & MRS. JUNAS
ECIJA

More power DYVW!
Continue to spread the goood news of salvation.
Greetings from Kelvin and Vilma Lisaca and children...Francis John
Aponi and Raine Marie, Justin Rae and Christene, Kenan Israel and
Jeremay, Dan Ephraim and granddaughter Sofia Cheska

Greetings from:
Heber & Mariza Contado.
And children Juan Paulo, Marco Paulo and Pauline Joy
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process of discernment. We need to unmask
what could be called the “snake-tactics”
used by those who disguise themselves in
order to strike at any time and place. This
was the strategy employed by the “crafty
serpent” in the Book of Genesis, who, at
the dawn of humanity, created the first
fake news (cf. Gen 3:1-15), which began the
tragic history of human sin, beginning with
the first fratricide (cf. Gen 4) and issuing in
the countless other evils committed against
God, neighbour, society and creation. The
strategy of this skilled “Father of Lies”
(Jn 8:44) is precisely mimicry, that sly and
dangerous form of seduction that worms its
way into the heart with false and alluring
arguments.
In the account of the first sin, the tempter
approaches the woman by pretending to be
her friend, concerned only for her welfare,
and begins by saying something only partly
true: “Did God really say you were not to
eat from any of the trees in the garden?”
(Gen3:1). In fact, God never told Adam not to
eat from any tree, but only from the one tree:
“Of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you are not to eat” (Gen 2:17). The
woman corrects the serpent, but lets herself
be taken in by his provocation: “Of the
fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden
God said, “You must not eat it nor touch it,
under pain of death” (Gen 3:2). Her answer
is couched in legalistic and negative terms;
after listening to the deceiver and letting
herself be taken in by his version of the facts,
the woman is misled. So she heeds his words
of reassurance: “You will not die!” (Gen 3:4).
The tempter’s “deconstruction” then
takes on an appearance of truth: “God
knows that on the day you eat it your eyes
will be opened and you will be like gods,
knowing good and evil” (Gen 3:5). God’s
paternal command, meant for their good, is
discredited by the seductive enticement of
the enemy: “The woman saw that the tree
was good to eat and pleasing to the eye and
desirable” (Gen 3:6). This biblical episode
brings to light an essential element for our
reflection: there is no such thing as harmless
disinformation; on the contrary, trusting in
falsehood can have dire consequences. Even
a seemingly slight distortion of the truth can
have dangerous effects.

What is at stake is our greed. Fake
news often goes viral, spreading so fast that
it is hard to stop, not because of the sense
of sharing that inspires the social media,
but because it appeals to the insatiable
greed so easily aroused in human beings.
The economic and manipulative aims that
feed disinformation are rooted in a thirst for
power, a desire to possess and enjoy, which
ultimately makes us victims of something
much more tragic: the deceptive power of
evil that moves from one lie to another in
order to rob us of our interior freedom.
That is why education for truth means
teaching people how to discern, evaluate
and understand our deepest desires and
inclinations, lest we lose sight of what is
good and yield to every temptation.
3. “The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32)
Constant contamination by deceptive
language can end up darkening our
interior life. Dostoevsky’s observation is
illuminating: “People who lie to themselves
and listen to their own lie come to such a
pass that they cannot distinguish the truth
within them, or around them, and so lose all
respect for themselves and for others. And
having no respect, they cease to love, and
in order to occupy and distract themselves
without love they give way to passions and
to coarse pleasures, and sink to bestiality
in their vices, all from continual lying to
others and to themselves.” (The Brothers
Karamazov, II, 2).
So how do we defend ourselves? The most
radical antidote to the virus of falsehood
is purification by the truth. In Christianity,
truth is not just a conceptual reality that
regards how we judge things, defining
them as true or false. The truth is not just
bringing to light things that are concealed,
“revealing reality”, as the ancient Greek
term aletheia (from a-lethès, “not hidden”)
might lead us to believe. Truth involves
our whole life. In the Bible, it carries with
it the sense of support, solidity, and trust,
as implied by the root ‘aman, the source of
our liturgical expression Amen. Truth is
something you can lean on, so as not to fall.
In this relational sense, the only truly reliable
and trustworthy One – the One on whom
we can count – is the living God. Hence,
Jesus can say: “I am the truth” (Jn 14:6). We

discover and rediscover the truth when we
experience it within ourselves in the loyalty
and trustworthiness of the One who loves
us. This alone can liberate us: “The truth will
set you free” (Jn 8:32).
Freedom from falsehood and the search for
relationship: these two ingredients cannot be
lacking if our words and gestures are to be
true, authentic, and trustworthy. To discern
the truth, we need to discern everything
that encourages communion and promotes
goodness from whatever instead tends to
isolate, divide, and oppose. Truth, therefore,
is not really grasped when it is imposed
from without as something impersonal, but
only when it flows from free relationships
between persons, from listening to one
another. Nor can we ever stop seeking the
truth, because falsehood can always creep
in, even when we state things that are true.
An impeccable argument can indeed rest
on undeniable facts, but if it is used to hurt
another and to discredit that person in the
eyes of others, however correct it may appear,
it is not truthful. We can recognize the truth
of statements from their fruits: whether they
provoke quarrels, foment division, encourage
resignation; or, on the other hand, they
promote informed and mature reflection
leading to constructive dialogue and fruitful
results.
4. Peace is the true news
The best antidotes to falsehoods are not
strategies, but people: people who are not
greedy but ready to listen, people who make
the effort to engage in sincere dialogue
so that the truth can emerge; people
who are attracted by goodness and take
responsibility for how they use language. If
responsibility is the answer to the spread
of fake news, then a weighty responsibility
rests on the shoulders of those whose job is
to provide information, namely, journalists,
the protectors of news. In today’s world,
theirs is, in every sense, not just a job; it is a
mission. Amid feeding frenzies and the mad
rush for a scoop, they must remember that
the heart of information is not the speed
with which it is reported or its audience
impact, but persons. Informing others means
forming others; it means being in touch
with people’s lives. That is why ensuring
the accuracy of sources and protecting

communication are real means of promoting
goodness, generating trust, and opening the
way to communion and peace.
I would like, then, to invite everyone to
promote a journalism of peace. By that, I do
not mean the saccharine kind of journalism
that refuses to acknowledge the existence of
serious problems or smacks of sentimentalism.
On the contrary, I mean a journalism that is
truthful and opposed to falsehoods, rhetorical
slogans, and sensational headlines. A
journalism created by people for people, one
that is at the service of all, especially those –
and they are the majority in our world – who
have no voice. A journalism less concentrated
on breaking news than on exploring the
underlying causes of conflicts, in order to
promote deeper understanding and contribute
to their resolution by setting in place virtuous
processes. A journalism committed to pointing
out alternatives to the escalation of shouting
matches and verbal violence.
To this end, drawing inspiration from
a Franciscan prayer, we might turn to the
Truth in person:
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Help us to recognize the evil latent in
a communication that does not build
communion.
Help us to remove the venom from our
judgements.
Help us to speak about others as our brothers
and sisters.
You are faithful and trustworthy; may our
words be seeds of goodness for the world:
where there is shouting, let us practise
listening;
where there is confusion, let us inspire
harmony;
where there is ambiguity, let us bring clarity;
where there is exclusion, let us offer
solidarity;
where there is sensationalism, let us use
sobriety;
where there is superficiality, let us raise real
questions;
where there is prejudice, let us awaken trust;
where there is hostility, let us bring respect;
where there is falsehood, let us bring truth.
Amen.
Francis

Congratulations and best wishes to DYVW Radio on your relaunching!
Greetings from Josie, Ver and Lucas Latorre
Glendora, CA,USA

May this relaunching be successful and lead to greater
achievement in the years to come. Congratulations DYVW!
Greetings from: Mr.and Mr. Raymond Racine
(nee Delia Busa)and daughter Joanna Marie

Congratulations and more power to DYVW!
Keep sharing the truth!
Much love,
from:Ma. Emperatriz C. Gabatbat and Family

Stellar Hotel is situated in the bustling
City of Borongan. We make it as our prime
aspiration to make your stay convenient
and comfortable as possible. All of our
rooms are artfully designed with a modern
contemporary flair, each of our rooms have
been carefully thought out to capture the
essence of comfort. It is also equipped
with modern amenities and facilities.

I’m glad that
DYVW will be on
air soon again.
It is my fervent
hope and prayer
that it will serve
for the agreement
of Boronganon
and the rest of
Estehanon.I wish
all the best!
Greetings from:
Mr. Lesme Baquilod

