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“COMMUNICATING HOPE AND TRUST IN OUR TIME.” - POPE FRANCIS

MORE PRIESTS,

religious needed – bishop
East Samar to
implement 2018
budget, 6 months
after approval

Most Rev. Crispin B. Varquez presided over the Eucharistic Celebration during the 30th Diocesan Pentecost Visit held in Maslog, Eastern Samar on May 19, 2018; with the clergy of
the Diocese of Borongan and about 1,300 delegates from the parishes. (EJUN OBON / ESTE NEWS)

“LET us work for more vocation to
the priesthood and religious.”

This was the call of Bishop Crispin Varquez in his homily during the 30th Diocesan
Pentecost Vigil held in the Parish of St. Isidore, the Farmer, in Maslog, Eastern Samar,
on May 9, 2018.
Varquez pointed out that the role of the
clergy and the religious is very significant
in the life of the Church “tungod kay hira an
gintagan hi Kristo hin papel hin pagpadalagan han Singbahan nga iya gintukod.” (Because they were given the task to shepherd
the Church that he has founded.)
He acknowledged that despite being human and therefore weak, the Church continues and is trying its best to be “baraan”
(blessed) because it is headed by Christ himself who promised to accompany her until

the end of time.
2018 has been declared by the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines as
the Year of the Clergy and Consecrated Persons, as part of the 9-year catechetical preparation leading to the 500th anniversary of
Christianization in the Philippines that will
be celebrated in 2021.
Varquez exhorted every family to pray and
work for more vocations to the priesthood
and religious life.
He suggested 5 ways to promote vocations, namely: 1) Tell and retell the story
of God’s love in every home; 2) Teach your
children through word and deed to be good
Christians, to be prayerful and to aim for a
deeper relationship with God; 3) Teach your
children and the young generation to love
the Church and the Catholic faith; 4) Teach

your children about the life of the priests
and the religious; 5) Teach your children and
the young generation that they are made by
God “for service,” to care for one another.
Varquez also said that it was his first time
to go to Maslog by land. Ordinarily, Maslog
is navigable only on a 5-hour boat ride. He
called on government leaders to finish the
Dolores-Maslog Road where there are areas
that can hardly be negotiated during rainy
season.
There were about 1,300 delegates from all
the parishes and chaplaincies of the Diocese
of Borongan that attended the 30th Diocesan Pentecost Vigil.
It was learned that the next Pentecost Vigil
will be held in one of the parishes or chaplaincies in the Central Region of the Diocese.
(ESTE News)

“THE 2018 provincial budget, approved
by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan will be
implemented”.
This was the message of Acting Governor
Marcelo Ferdinand Picardal to the hundreds
of government officials and employees of the
provincial government, during a dialogue
held at the capitol earlier this week.
Picardal said that despite approving the
P1.2B proposed budget during the January 4,
2018 session of the SP, majority of the board
members did not sign the appropriation
ordinance.
He said that after waiting for almost five
months for the budget to be signed, he
decided to use it so that operation of the
provincial government will not be hindered.
Since January, the provincial government has
been operating on a reenacted budget.
He
announced
the
continued
implementation of the priority programs
especially health services which focuses
on providing free medicines for patients in
government run hospitals, agriculture and
livelihood which aims to lessen poverty
incidence, and tourism development, which
will prop up the economy by creating jobs
for Eastern Samareños.
The governor announced that the
provincial government has P125M in
savings from last year. Part of the savings
will be used for the full implementation of
the magna carta for health workers which is
long overdue.
He also gave the assurance that he will do
his best to give the provincial government
employees the benefits they are entitled.
The provincial government is also set to
implement the salary increase of employees.
Meanwhile, the governor approved the
request for a P1,000 increase in the clothing
allowance and P800 per diem for official
travel within the region.
Picardal said he will take full responsibility
for his decision to implement the budget.
(Eden Cidro/ Este News)

Commissioning of Eucharistic Ministers
Bishop Crispin Varquez officiated the Rite of Commissioning of Extraordinary
Ministers of the Holy Eucharist to selected laymen from the parishes and
chaplaincies of the diocese of Borongan; at the 30th Diocesan Pentecost
Vigil held in St. Isidore, the Farmer Parish in Maslog, Eastern Samar on May
19, 2018. These extraordinary ministers are lay persons who have been
empowered by the bishop to distribute Holy Communion in circumstances
specified by the Vatican document Immensae Caritatis.
PHOTO BY ALREN BERONIO / ESTE NEWS
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Archbishop Soc urges flock to resist murders, vulgarity
A top church official has rallied
the people to resist and stand up
against the ‘reign of murder and
vulgarity’ in the Philippines.
Archbishop Socrates Villegas
of Lingayen-Dagupan lamented
that the country has had enough
killings and statesmen have gone
scarce.
“Isn’t it too much? Will we not
stand up yet? If not now, when?”
said Villegas in his message for the
feast of Mary Help of Christians on
May 24. “It would be naive to hope
things will improve without us lifting a finger.”
According to him, the country’s
situation demand both prayer and
action to defend the Catholic values from “anti-Christian forces”
sowing death, fake news, corruption, and violating constitutional
rights.
But among the social ills that are
ripping the country apart, he said
that the spate of killings and the
vulgarity “incredibly” top the list.
Today, he said, murder is offered
as a solution to the problems and

vulgarity is glorified as a way of
life.
“It’s too much!” said Villegas,
stressing out that vulgarity and
murder and anti-Christian. “Think.
Pray. Let us act together.”
A former head of the Catholic
bishops’ leadership, Villegas has
consistently been an vocal critic of
the government’s bloody war on
drugs that killed thousands of people and mostly poor.
Human rights advocates labeled
the deaths “extrajudicial killings”
and accused President Rodrigo Duterte, who is known for his tough
language, of emboldening killers.
Nearly two years of the Duterte
administration, police have killed
more than 4, 200 people they say
are drug dealers who resisted arrest.
The government also reported
that it is investigating around 16,
355 “homicide cases” that may be
drug-related.
Human rights groups said the
figure could be higher because the
year end data only covered from

July 2016, when Duterte came to
power, to September 2017.
Activists said many of those were
executions, which the government
has repeatedly denied.
If they were not killed by police,
Villegas lamented that authorities
“have been incredibly yet systematically unable to trace the killers
and bring the wheels of justice to
roll.”
The archbishop also criticized
the mocking of the memory of a
dead person, this after Duterte insinuated that Fr. Mark Ventura was
killed because of his alleged illicit
affairs.
“Now, vulgarity has taken another twist— to mock the memory
of the murdered; to calumniate a
faithful departed who cannot defend himself; to gossip about the
dead; to add inconsiderate sorrow
to the grief of those they have left
behind,” he said.
“Is murder to be excused due to
the unproven immorality of the
killed? Enough!” added Villegas.
(Roy Lagarde, CBCPNews)

Archbishop Socrates Villegas of Lingayen-Dagupan prays the rosary during the Walk for Life in
Manila, Feb. 18, 2018. ROY LAGARDE

Former PPCRV chief wants more
vote buying convictions

Borongan City residents cast their votes during the recent barangay elections. ALREN BERONIO

With vote buying continuing to
be a top election violation, an
erstwhile head of a Church-based
poll watchdog group is calling
on authorities to secure more
convictions.
Henrietta de Villa, former
chairperson of the Parish Pastoral
Council for Responsible Voting
(PPCRV), argued that too often
persons engaged in vote buying or
selling don’t get convicted.
“Catching and convicting a big
fish for vote buying would be a
dramatic deterrent,” she said.
The group had earlier revealed
there has been a tremendous

increase in the incidence of vote
buying in the recent barangay and
youth council elections.
De Villa said it is “so sad and
hateful” that many politicians are
neck-deep in the practice of vote
buying.
“Instead of decreasing, it even
increased,” she said, noting
the need for intensified voters’
education.
De Villa also lamented that
among those who won in the
elections are individuals included
in the government’s narco-list.
“It’s a sad commentary on the
voters’ conscience— lacking in

conscience,” said the country’s
former ambassador to the Vatican.
“[The] barangay being [a] small
unit but basic form of governance,
voters in the community should
know who are involved in
prohibited drugs and how evil
this is and [its] effect on people,
especially to the youth,” she
added.
The
Philippine
Drug
Enforcement Agency said 60
barangay officials who won fresh
mandates in last week’s polls are
among the 207 village officials
tagged in the government’s narcolist. (Roy Lagarde, CBCPNews)

JR- CART HARDWARE
Bato, Borongan City
Sabang South, Borongan City
San Julian, Eastern Samar

FREE DELIVERY - HAIN KA PA!
We also deliver
Sand, Gravel, Pea, Gravel Hallow blocks
Balusters & Prekas
Bato - 09278490986
San Julian - 09151843015
Sabang - 09754416260

Compliments from:

Mr. & Mrs. Edelbert
Joseph Amacio Kruse

(nee: Violeta Penny Lozada Uy)
Children and Grandchildren
Address: P. Limbuan St., Borongan City

JOSHUA ALDWIN FISH DEALER
Sabang South, Borongan City
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Palace official clarifies maintenance of 6 Yolanda buses
TACLOBAN CITY—The Office of
the President in the Visayas has
clarified that it is the role of the
Local Government of Tacloban
to maintain the six Hino buses
that President Rodrigo Duterte
donated to the city last December.
Secretary Michael Diño, Presidential Assistant for the Visayas,
said that it is the responsibility of the city government of
Tacloban to properly maintain
the vehicles having been turned
over to them.
He said the use of the Yolanda
buses were exclusively for the
free ride of the victims of Typhooon Yolanda from the city
proper to the resettlement sites
in the northern barangays.
“It is for a free ride of the
Yolanda survivors and it is the
now the role of the city government of Tacloban to maintain it,”
said Diño.
Diño refused to comment on

the accident involving the Hino
bus last February 2, 2018 in Catbalogan City that claimed three
lives and injured 8 others.
The Hino bus met an accident
in Catbalogan City while transporting the Tacloban City delegation to the Eastern Visayas Regional Association Athletic Meet
(EVRAA) in Calbayog City.
The Department of Education
(DepED) Tacloban City Division
said they do know who authorized the use of the buses for the
use of the athletes.
Supt.Thelma
Quetalig
of
DepEd Tacloban City Division said the city delegation
has a transportation budget of
P350,000.00 as approved by the
City School Board with funding
coming from the Special Education Fund (SEF) of the city government.
Quitaleg disowned liability in
the Yolanda bus tragedy. (Nestor
L. Abrematea / Visayas Times)

One of the six Hino buses donated by President Rodrigo Duterte to the city government of Tacloban is just left abandoned at the national highway
of Barangay Tigbao, Tacloban City. (Nestor L. Abrematea)

DILG builds evacuation centers in Samar towns
CATBALOGAN CITY—An evacuation
centers were built by the Department of
Interior and Local Government in two
costal towns of Samar province to serve
as refuge of families who may be affected
by typhoons and other calamities.
The newly completed evacuation
centers in the towns of Paranas and
Villareal were inaugurated recently
with local DILG officials and civil society
groups.
Myles Colasito, DILG Eastern Visayas
information officer, said that the
disaster-resilient evacuation centers

were constructed with the funding
allocation coming from the Bottoms Up
Budgeting (BUB).
He said that Paranas and Villareal
received the BUB funding from the
DILG central office for being consistent
winners of the Seal of Good Governance
for several years now.
Paranas Mayor Eunice Balbacon said
they are grateful that their town now
has a three-storey evacuation center
which costs about P15 million and a
road project which has a total budget of
P156 million from the DILG.

DTI expands micro lending facility

(Photo by Arnel Claro / Borongan Catholic TV 13

BORONGAN CITY—Two micro financing
institutions are serving as conduits of the
Small Business Corporation or SBC in implementing the Pondo para sa Pagbabago at
Pag asenso or P3.
The SBC is an attached agency of the Department of Trade and Industry.
According to Merly Nalic, Negosyo Center
Business counsellor of DTI Eastern Samar,
the two MFI’s are the Taytay sa Kauswagan
Inc, and the Samar Micro Finance Coop or
SAMICO.
Since November last year, Taytay has already downloaded loans to more than fifty
small and medium entrepreneurs from the
different towns in Eastern Samar, while
SAMICO has also started accepting loan
applications from individuals and associations.
A client can borrow from a minimum
amount of P5,000 to a maximum of P150,000
payable with a 2.5 % interest every month.
The money can be used to increase their

capital and expand the businesses.
Most of those who availed of the loans are
engaged in sarisari stores and other retail
businesses.
The DTI said that a small businessman
engaged in any venture can avail of the loan,
provided it undergoes assessment by the
MFI.
The financing institution will determine
the amount it will grant the loan applicant.
To qualify for the program, a small entrepreneur must have been in the business for
two years, the business must be licensed
and registered with the DTI.
The P3 was established in response to
the directive of President Duterte to help
the small businessmen who are currently
relying on loan sharks or 5-6 operators, by
giving them access to an alternative micro
financing facility that will process their
loan applications faster, with lower interest
rates and easy payment scheme. (Eden Cidro/Este News)

She said new structure can shelter
residents especially those from the
coastal villages especially during
typhoon as her town is a flood-prone
area.
In Villareal, Samar, four evacuation
centers are located at Barangays Banguel,
Pangpang, Villarosa and Mahayag.
Municipal Development and Planning
Officer Castro Hilvano said the
evacuation centers are a big help to their
town as they need more projects and
funding for the development of their
municipality.

He said the facilities are big help
because their town is prone to storm
surges during typhoons.
The DILG has also released funding
for the construction of a water project in
Villareal.
This also means that the nearby town
of Pinabacdao will also benefit from
the project as the water pipes will pass
along the national highway in going to
Villareal.
Samar has 23 municipalities and 21
of them are all coastal towns. (Nestor
Abrematea / Visayas Times)
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Editorial

Peaceful elections

Simple and humble
thoughts
Bishop Crispin B. Varquez, D.D.

Praying for political maturity
POLITICAL maturity of Filipinos is
still a big challenge for all of us who
are tasked to educate and form the
minds and hearts of our people. If
we talk about political maturity it
is always meant for the common
good and patriotism. It is electing
good leaders, but not necessarily
moneyed candidates. It is piniliay
not pinalitay. Umiiral and mali na
systema dahil hindi pumipili ang

mga tawo kundi nagpapabili. The
worst is that the wrong system
becomes normal. Ang mali nagiging
tama sapagkat nakasanayan na.
Malayo pa talaga ang mga Filipino
sa tinatawag na political maturity. Is
the worst still to come? I hope and
pray, it will not.
***
According to Cardinal Chito
Tagle
“Mature
Catholics
are

more on formation and not on
procession, traslacion or street
dancing.” We humbly accept that
we fail to evangelize the majority
of our people. They are mostly
sacramentalized. A big challenge.
***
“Failure is not the end, it is
pointing to another direction”
(unindentified source). Will power
knows no obstacle.

Antigo
Msgr. Lope C. Robredillo, VG

‘Binisaya’ or ‘Samarenyo’ is the name of our mother
tongue—The right to a good name (part II)
IN our March 2018 column, it was
shown that for centuries the language
of the people in Samar and Leyte was
never called “Waray” or Waray-Waray”
but “Binisaya”. Now, among the reasons
why we should insist that the use of
“Binisaya” or “Samarenyo” as the name
of our language be continued—and not
substituted with “Waray” or “WarayWaray”—has to do with OUR HUMAN
RIGHT TO A GOOD NAME.
Unfortunately, however, many of us
are not conscious of this human right.
There are individuals who tend to accept
any name given them, no matter how
bad it is. Just consider: how many do
object when all their life they are called
“Pi-ang”, “Bakla”, “Buta”, “Kirat”, “Kihod”,
etc., instead of their proper name? How
many view this as discriminatory? How
many consider this as abusive language?
No wonder, few raised a hoot when
outsiders began calling us “Waray”
(Nothing, Nada)!
By some logic opaque to our
understanding, some are even proud
of it! Is that peculiar to our culture? In

others, this never happens. You start
calling them a bad name and they will
bring you to court, or at least give you
a good “sermon”. Others will react
violently, in defense of their honor.
But, surprisingly, not the Samareño!
Nonetheless, we have to learn from
our own history. When Marcos was in
power, legislators wanted to change the
name of our country from Philippines to
Maharlika, meaning “noble”. After all, it
was the fave name of Marcos—Maharlika
Hall in Malacañang, Maharlika Highway,
Maharlika street, etc., all because it was
supposed to be the name of the unit that
Marcos led during the Second World
War (but proven false by scholars).
But, why was the proposition not
relentlessly pursued during Marcos’
time, when it could have been easily
done? As “Time” magazine related
it, the legislative proposal was soon
pulled out because when the opinion
of scholars was sought, the latter said
that Maharlika probably comes from
Sanskrit, “maha lingam,” which means
great phallus. Of course, no one in his

right mind would be proud of a country
named after a big male sexual organ!
Filipinos have a right to a good name,
however valuable “Maharlika” might
have been to the former President.
Similarly, if only one takes a good,
objective look at it, the word “Waray”
is not something one can be proud of.
But even MORE IMPORTANT to think
about, the history why it became a
moniker for Samareños and Leyteños,
as shown in the previous post,
has nothing to commend it, either.
Whatever Shakespeare may say about
them, names do really matter.
It does not help, either, to say that
language evolves, because evolution
in nomenclature is not beyond
intervention. Bad name prospers
because, probably out of ignorance or
pride or in defense of position already
held, no one stops it. It is not evolution;
it is transmogrification. The likes of
Hitler rise to leadership because people
allow them…. Well, well, one wonders
why people enjoy being cooked in their
own fats.

THE recently concluded Barangay and
Sanguniang Kabataan Elections have been
generally peaceful. This was the official
statement of PNP chief Dir. Gen. Oscar
Albayalde: “The election was generally
peaceful nationwide. There were some reports
of shooting incidents today… but nobody was
hurt in these incidents.”
Nobody will refute that. This was the general
observation substantiated by statistics and even
by media reportage. But only if peace is seen
as the absence of violence and when nobody
gets hurt—physically, that is. When one looks
at elections from a larger perspective, things
turn out differently. Take vote-buying, for
instance. The “hurt” and “violence” that it has
impacted on Philippine society is undeniably
tremendous for many decades now. It begets
corruption to astronomic proportions in all
branches and levels of government. Hordes of
goons and thieves are catapulted into powerful
government offices because they are the most
moneyed and always the highest bidder in the
buying of votes.
Vote buying has become part of the political
culture of Filipinos. Reportedly, in some
barangays in Eastern Samar the money
paid for a vote would even raise from Five
Hundred to a thousand. Unless they were
supported by incumbent mayor or governor
or even congressman, which is very likely, it
goes beyond mathematics how a barangay
captain could recoup his expenses from his
monthly barangay stipend. On the other hand,
commendable were the principled candidates
who won but did not vote-buy, such as a
Kagawad in Brgy Hindang in Borongan who
got the 7th place.
This is one of the backdrops when Catholic
bishops commented in their Pastoral
Exhortation on Philippines Politics (1996),
thus: “Philippine politics—the way it is
practiced—has been most hurtful of us as a
people. It is possibly the biggest bane in our life
as a nation and the most pernicious obstacle to
our achieving of full human development.”
Vote-buying being so common and
comfortably embedded already into the Filipino
psyche, has become socially acceptable and,
therefore, remorseless. Although a criminal
act and, probably a sin, nobody thinks about
it that way. According to Section 261 (a) of
the Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines
(Batas Pambansa Blg. 881), vote-buying and
vote-selling are among the prohibited acts
which are punishable with imprisonment of
not less than one year but not more than six
year, or with disqualification to hold public
office and deprivation of the right of suffrage,
among others. In May 2013 National Elections,
the Comelec issued Resolution No. 9688,
which provides the warrantless citizens arrest
of persons engaged in vote buying or selling. It
is amusing and even funny how some laws are
too stringent but toothless in implementation.
Seriously, there can never be peaceful
elections where there is vote buying and
selling.
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Voice of the Voiceless

Balik-balay

Fr. Fernando Navidad Egargo, Ph.D

Sarah Mabansag Puno

The Gift of Priesthood – 25+1 Years in the Ministry
THIS year, I celebrate the 26th
anniversary of my ordination
to the priesthood. However,
I decided to simply call it my
“25+1” Anniversary.
I was trying to figure out how
I could explain to people why I
did not have a grand celebration
last year on my 25th but instead
celebrate it this year, on my 26th.
The reason of the “cancellation”
of last year’s celebration
was simple. Supertyphoon
Yolanda (2013) destroyed the
centuries-old church of Guiuan,
my hometown parish. I was
hoping that the restoration of
the church would be complete
by May of 2017. I was sincerely
praying to God to grant me
the privilege of celebrating
my 25th anniversary inside
the same church where I
was ordained. But as May
3, 2017 was getting closer, I
soon realized that it would be
impossible to celebrate mass
inside the church since the
restoration process was barely
starting. Hence, the decision
to “postpone” the celebration
until such time when the church
would have been fully restored.
And so, the 25th became the
26th. But what is significant
in the celebration of the 26th?

I knew it would seem anticlimactic celebrating my 25th
anniversary on the 26th year.
That’s when I decided to check
the “anniversary list” and what
each anniversary stands for.
There is no “26th Anniversary”
in the list; there is only the
25th and other traditional
anniversaries like 1st, 40th,
50th, 75th, and 100th. First
Anniversary is called “Paper
Anniversary”
while
25th
Anniversary is called “Silver
Anniversary”.
That gave me an idea. I told
myself “I will make it make it
25+1” or “A Silver and a Paper”.
So, that became the “theme” of
my anniversary this year.
***
My priesthood is gift from
God. It is not something given
to me because I deserve it.
Rather, it has been given to me
because God has graciously
shared this gift with me. The
gift of priesthood is so precious
because it allows me participate
in the shepherding role of
Christ. It is totally related to
my role as a “companion” in my
ministry in the seminary. The
new Ratio Fundamentalis for
the formation of seminarians
emphasizes “accompaniment”

as an integral part of seminary
formation. I am a “shepherd”, a
“companion” of seminarians as
they journey towards the altar
of Christ.
This precious gift of priesthood,
however, does not elevate me
to the status of angels. I remain
human, fully human. I have
weaknesses and limitations. I
am fragile. I could easily be torn
into pieces. Just like a paper.
But just as a gift is made more
beautiful by the wrappings,
I make sure that the gift of
priesthood that God has given
me is made more beautiful and
presentable by my humanity
– by the way I talk, the way I
sing, the way relate to people.
I hope that the paper/wrapper
that people see leads them to
appreciate the gift is wrapped
within.
***
The “paper” that I am seeks
to highlight the excitement of
knowing the “gift” within. I
hope that as a “paper/wrapper”,
I don’t conceal God but rather
I draw more attention to the
gift that is wrapped – God’s
goodness and mercy. “A Precious
Silver wrapped with a Simple
Paper” is about my priesthood.
It is about my life.
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Mother’s love, not fake
FAKE news are in our midst but
one that we are very sure that is
genuine, NOT fake is MOTHER’S
LOVE.
How could these be fake?
A mother joyfully enduring the
pain in her labor for her coming
bundle of joy or with much trust
in her doctor and of course faith in
the mercy and love of God bravely
facing the knife for Caesarian
section for a baby’s life. An OFW
mother bearing all the difficulties
in a foreign land with so much
loneliness just for the sake of the
bright future of her child.
A working mom facing all the
challenges in her workplace to
help support the needs of the
family same time giving her best in
making her home an ideal place for
the growth and development of her
children.
A mother doing and praying
without ceasing having in her
mind the best for her children even
forgetting her own happiness.
A mother forgiving a cruel and
philandering husband for the sake
of her children.
I have personal knowledge of
martyrs who were made to choose
between their own lives or the lives

in their wombs. And they opted for
not their own.
Accepting motherhood is an
openness with much faith which
is tantamount to total surrender,
come what may.
Yes it is not fake when a mother
says , “My child is the most beautiful
child in the world”, even if others
say no. For a mother treasures her
motherhood as a gift and her child
is a grace and a precious gift from
God. God is the source of ultimate
beauty and it is only man who
sets the limit because of his own
imperfection.
Indeed motherhood is a gift from
God thus He wants us to be the
best. It is a MISSION. He gave us a
model to emulate, the greatest of
all mothers, MAMA MARY. To her
HE entrusted us for her guidance,
help and protection with her blue
mantle and above all her motherly
love.
Fellow mothers and future
mothers, motherhood is a mission
of love, our vehicle to heaven and
can help bring others to heaven
too.
To all the mothers, let us all
rejoice and be grateful. HAPPY
MOTHER’S Month!

A Thought For A Thought
Rev. Eutiquio B. Belizar, Jr., SThD

To the depths and back: the priest who
survived a burning car crash
FR EDMEL R. is among the youngest
priests of the Diocese of Borongan.
But after a near fatal accident he
went through last February 13,
2018, on the eve of Valentine’s
Day, he has shown a maturity not
only of mind but also of faith well
beyond his years. He will be the first
to object to this characterization, I
suppose; still, I do not believe I am
the only one who has noticed.
Returning from a priests’
assembly to a string of scheduled
acts, he was in a hurry to reach
his assignment, the Immaculate
Conception of Our Lady Parish,
Guiuan, Eastern Samar, when he
slipped into an unintended doze
while at the wheel, something that
could have come from a lack of sleep
or fatigue or both. In the instant that
he came to, his car was swerving to
the left lane and he instinctively
turned the wheel to the right. To his
horror, he realized he overdid his
effort and before he could correct
himself, he found himself headed to
an electric post and, even as he was
staring death in the face, he also
found himself praying loudly and
especially calling on the Blessed
Virgin’s name for help. By this time
his car had also burst into flames,
but for some reason he could not
explain, he could not detach himself
from his seat belt and thus could
not flee from the vehicle. Mercifully,
a man handed him a bolo which he
would use to cut the belt and break
himself free from the burning car.
He ran to the waiting company of
sympathetic mothers, daughters
and curious onlookers till he was
brought finally to the local hospital.
Unknown to him, another priest,
Fr Moses C., the Moderator of their
Team Ministry, was also on his way
back to the parish. Having been
contacted by the bishop about
Fr Edmel’s accident and told to
not hurry too much as help had
already come to Fr Edmel, still Fr
Moses drove in the direction of his
brother priest. He never made it.
On that fateful, gloomy and rainy

afternoon before Valentine’s Day, a
truck’s rear smacked and pounded
his service vehicle killing Fr Moses
instantly. When he eventually heard
of the tragedy, Fr. Edmel confessed
to feeling like his own heart was
breaking and bleeding for an older
brother and a mentor.
Yet in the days and months that
passed when he went through the
harrowing process of recovery,
he became a some kind of a local
social media sensation updating
fellow priests, friends, relatives and
classmates on his latest condition or
the latest procedure and treatment
he was having, while also asking
for prayers and offering his own
prayers for anyone in need. As
we have witnessed periodically
through photos or visits, he suffered
very serious burns especially on the
left side of his body and legs, burns
that, clearly even to onlookers,
must have been extremely painful
at one point or another. In all this
he honestly has been sharing his
hopes and doubts, his desolations
and consolations, his perplexities
and humor. He has opened some
of us priests’ and lay people’s eyes
not only to the reality of suffering
but also to the need to bravely
move on with life while embracing
it. What matters is “following Him”
and rediscovering how suffering is a
way to do just that, even when life
seems to have run out of “roads” or
even “legs” to walk on by.
Indeed the Year of the Clergy
and Consecrated Persons has been
hardly uneventful for the Borongan
Clergy. Nor has it been uneventful
for the Church all over the
Philippines. The recent killings of
Fr Marcelito Paez of the Diocese of
San Jose and of Fr Mark Ventura of
the Archdiocese of Tuguegarao are
jolting events. Both crimes are still
unsolved and, although it hardly
came as a surprise, the president’s
remarks linking Fr Ventura’s death
to his alleged affairs, not only
added insult to the injury weighing
heavily on the memory of someone

who is no longer able to defend
his good name; it further casts
into light the open hostility of the
current administration to whatever
and whoever reminds him of the
Catholic Church. The trolls that
tirelessly and unquestioningly
support him daily pound on the
Church, on priests and religious
like they are either womanizers
or child molesters or troublesome
missionary foreigners. It seems
anyone who resists the evils of
extra-judicial killings and human
rights abuses as well as oppose
certain government policies on
moral-religious grounds, which
often includes priests and religious,
becomes fair game for vilification
or, worse, assassination. The Year
of the Clergy and Religious is,
without a doubt, our window to
how our government, and world
governments for that matter, could
be instruments leading to the way
of the Cross, instead of Easter.
This is why the likes of Fr Edmel
and other priests and religious, both
young sand old, who go through
the depths of human suffering are
an important lamppost. The Spirit
that pervaded the Savior’s acts
through his crucifixion is the same
Spirit that pervades them too even
in the pains they go through, just
as he himself stayed on with the
Savior till he gave up that same
Spirit at death. Today we must
pray earnestly that he guide us in
our sufferings, strengthen our faith
into charity, and turn our darkness
into day.
When I saw Fr Edmel at a
hospital I joked, seriously, saying,
“You are suffering because of our
sins.” To that he smiled.
Today I would say to the Frs
Edmel out there: Remember the
prophet Elijah when he went to Mt
Horeb to meet the Lord. Scripture
says Elijah encountered the wind,
earthquake and fire there but that
the Lord was not in them. He was
in the “qol demamah daqah” or
literally “the sound of silence”.

Points to Ponder
Atty. Ceferino Baquilod, Jr.

Facebook
FACEBOOK was on the front page of
major newspapers in the US recently
because of a congressional inquiry into
possible privacy violations. Facebook
founder and CEO, Mark Zuckerberg had
to parry some tough questions during
interrogation. As you know, FB has been
under heavy scrutiny over its use of user
data. It was reported on The Guardian
and the New York Times that political
consulting firm Cambridge Analytica
used personal data improperly obtained
from FB, during the 2016 presidential
elections. The firm used the data in
searching for possible voters for Donald
Trump.
Yes, all our postings on FB, tweeter,
instagram, emails, etc. are possible
sources of information that can now be
sold by unscrupulous business people,
without us realizing it. For instance,
people who post a lot of their vacation
trips and travels may become targets of
airline and hotel/resort establishments,
by sending them ads, pop ups and
promos on their news feeds. Or if you
‘like’ or comment on certain topics, or
products, expect more ads on the items
on your news feed. FB announced that it
never sells your information. It admitted
though that it sells to ad firms the right
to access your news feed. To me, it
amounts to the same thing. This is one
way FB generates huge incomes.
Politics has gone high tech and
has invaded cyberspace. It is a fact
that voters can be swayed to think a
particular way and elect candidates
based on information they are fed by
social and mainstream media. Hence
fake news have proliferated, specially
on the internet. Nowadays, anyone who
can read and type can post just about
anything online. It does not matter if
the item has bases or a credible source.
There will be someone who will like,
react or be fascinated by the article,
comment or posting. More often than
not, these ‘responders’ have fake
accounts. We all know that a lot of them
are paid trolls who act as online attack
dogs and/or defenders of a certain

political figure or group. The more
funding and the more sophisticated the
machinery is, the better for the politico
or organization investing on it. Social
media was certainly utilized to the max
in recent elections in the Philippines.
Paid Trolls
It is of public knowledge that
monied politicians employ trolls to
boost their image. These trolls are
trained to post fake news to favor their
employer/politician and to mercilessly
crush anyone opposing him online.
According to American writer and selfconfessed troll Nicolas Pell, trolling
is a highly lucrative job. He says, he
likes ‘irritating the easily irritable’, and
‘negative feedback and hate reading
gets you paid’. This admission basically
gives us a clear picture of what kind of
person he is and the rest of trolls for
hire. In the Philippines, trolls are easy
to hire because of poverty and severe
unemployment. A lot of their comments
are similar and frequently senseless or
unrelated to the item discussed. When
they are pushed to the wall, they go
personal and attack you as ugly, useless
and brainless.
There is this popular teleserye called
ANG PROBINSIYANO, which depicted
in some of its episodes, the operations
of paid trolling online. Trolls earn good
money they say, but once they hire
you, they ‘own you’ and can’t let you
go. Said TV program also details and
dramatizes what our dirty politicos
do. These activities range from rebel
disturbances, mass killings, drug
pushing, gun-running, etc all involving
high ranking government officials,
which are all so familiar to all of us.
Part of some plots are on how certain
politicians attempt to bribe the leader
of a large religious organization to
get his endorsement. There are also
episodes on how the counting machines
can be manipulated. The storylines are
so realistic and there’s a good mix of
drama and action, making the program
a top favorite to a lot.
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Kuracha mardi gras hits East Samar

Photo courtesy of Penelope Anosa Bulan Pomida

BORONGAN CITY—More than four hundred barangays/communities joined the
provincial government at the launching of
the province-wide simul-street dance fete
dubbed “Kuracha Mardi Gras,” which aims
to boost the province’s bid to be a tourism
destination.
On April 28, Eastern Samareños in their
respective localities danced the kuracha simultaneously, with provincial officials and
guests leading the celebration at the capitol
grounds.
“This is the start of a new chapter for East-

ern Samar. It will pave the way for our province to be recognized as a dynamic and happy province”, said acting Governor Marcelo
Ferdinand Picardal. “We will do this every
year, and we will do it with more intensity in
the coming years,” he added.
Kuracha is a traditional, cultural dance,
not only in Eastern Samar, but in the whole
region. The kuracha mardi gras gives the
province its tourism brand. Dancing the kuracha comes naturally to most Estehanons,
hence they easily identify with it. More than
using this for tourism, it is also making sure

that kuracha will be preserved for the next
generation.
Officials are optimistic that it will draw
tourists that will bring in the cash needed to
prop up the economy.
“Tourism is a major economic driver since
it will open livelihood opportunities for our
provincemates,” said Provincial Administrator George Erroba, adding that tourism is is
expected it will help bring down the province’s poverty incidence from 46.3% to 25%
in the next six years as envisioned in the present administration’s “proyekto 25”.

Meanwhile, retired MGen Gilbert Llanto,
president of the Aviation Cadet Development
Inc – MPCI Said that they will be launching
very soon the Cebu-Borongan and Clark- Borongan flights.
Test flights will be done early this month
and regular commercial flights will soon follow. Llanto said that Eastern Samar will benefit from their service because accessibility
by air is what is needed especially with the
possible increase of tourist arrivals. (Eden
Cidro/Este News)

Yolanda survivors
venerate St. Therese relics

Catholics venerate the relics of St.Therese of the Child Jesus at the Sto. Niño Church in Tacloban
City Monday evening.NESTOR L. ABREMATEA

TACLOBAN CITY—Hundreds of
survivors of Super Typhoon Yolanda that devastated the region in
2013 said their prayers and venerated the relics of Saint Therese of
the Child Jesus that recently visited
parish churches in the Archdiocese
of Palo for three days.
Military chaplain Msgr. Tirso Dolina said the pilgrim relics are in the
country since on the request of the
Catholic Bishops Conference of the
Philippines.
Accompanying the relics, he said
they first visited the Diocese of Na-

val last Saturday and came to the
Palo archdiocese through the Holy
Cross Parish in Carigara on Sunday
and Monday morning at the St.Anne
Parish in Sta. Fe, Leyte and in the afternoon at the Sto. Niño Church in
Tacloban City.
From Tacloban, the relics will be
moved to other parishes outside
the archdiocese.
Some Yolanda survivors said they
felt blessed being close to the first
class relics of a saint who is widely
venerated in modern times. (Nestor
Abrematea / Visayas Times)

Bishop Varquiz blesses the new building of Divine Child Academy in Lawaan, Eastern Samar. (Fr. Neil Tenefrancia / Este News)

Bishop Varquez blesses new school building in Lawaan
BISHOP
Crispin
Varquez
blessed the new building of the
Divine Child Academy (DCA) in
Lawaan, Eastern Samar on May
6, 2018. The building will house
the
Pre-Elem/Kindergarten
classrooms and will serve as a

community evacuation center
during calamities. Located at the
parish grounds, the new building
which started construction in
August 2017 is a donation of
Simbahang Linkod ng Bayan
(SLB), the social action of the

Ateneo de Manila. Present during
the
building’s
inauguration
were representatives of SLB,
past directors of DCA and some
members of the Borongan Clergy.
DCA is a parochial school. (Fr.
Neil Tenefrancia / Este News)

