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“COMMUNICATING HOPE AND TRUST IN OUR TIME.” - POPE FRANCIS

Business establishments,
houses burned in Borongan
By Eden Cidro

FIVE buildings were razed
by fire that broke in the
early morning of January
8 in Barangay Songco this
city.

FO2 Wilbur Nebrida, investigator
of the Borongan City Fire station
said that the fire started at around
1:30 in the morning.
Three commercial and two
residential houses burned to the
ground.
Initial investigation showed that
the blaze started in the carinderia
of a certain “mana poya”, and eyewitnesses said the fire was likely to
have started from an unattended
candle, since the entire province
was in power blackout since early
evening of January 7.
The eatery was renting a space in
the house of Renato Cesista.
According to Nebrida, 8 business
establishments including a law office, internet cafe, a beauty parlor,
fruit stand and others were destroyed in the fire.
Firefighters from 13 municipal
stations helped put out the blaze
which was declared under control
at 4:09.
Damage is initially pegged at
P4M.

With Borongan Bishop Crispin Varquez, the Eastern Samar Development Projects Monitoring Team conducted a second ocular inspection of the Maydolong-Basey Road on January 19, 2018.
The team noted that the distance of the road that still need to be paved and constructed before it reaches the Western Samar boundary is now only 13 kilometers. (Este News)

Naval diocese’s second bishop ordained
The around twohour service was
attended by Papal
Nuncio Arcbishop Gabriele Giordano Caccia and more than 300
bishops and priests.
Palo
Archbishop
John Du said he is happy that another priest
from the archdiocese
was appointed bishop
by Pope Francis who
visited Leyte in 2015.
Ramirez’s ordination and installation
was originally set in
Naval, Biliran but was
later moved to Palo
after a storm devastated the town last
December. He will be
installed on January
12.
Bishop Rex Ramirez embraces his mother during the Mass of
The
50-year-old
Episcopal Consecration at the Palo Metropolitan Cathedral.
prelate replaced retired Bishop Filomeno
THE Diocese of Naval’s second
Catholic Bishop Rex Ramirez was Bactol who served the diocese for
ordained in a historic ceremony be- 29 years.
Ramirez said he will continue
fore about 2,000 people yesterday.
with
the programs and plans of his
The episcopal ordination officiated by Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of predecessor in shepherding the
Manila was held at the Palo Cathe- people of Biliran.
Archbishop Gabriele Giordano
dral where Ramirez was serving as
Caccia,
Papal Nuncio to the Philiprector when Pope Francis appointed him as bishop on Oct. 13, 2017. pines, blesses Bishop Rex Ramirez

during his episcopal ordination at
Palo Metropolitan Cathedral, Jan. 9,
2018. NESTOR ABREMATEA
Cardinal Tagle, in his message,
said that the ordination of Bishop Ramirez is a blessing as it falls
on the day of “Traslacion” which
means transfer and now he is being
transferred from Palo to Naval.
The cardinal together with the
papal nuncio flew directly to Leyte
in an early morning plane ride after officiating the midnight Mass
in Manila for the Feast of the Black
Nazarene.
Archbishop Cassia, for his part,
lauded the archdiocese who have
risen from the devastation of Typhoon Yolanda that struck Leyte
and Samar in 2013.
He urged the Leyteños not to
lose their faith in God but instead
strengthen them with solid devotion and living a religious life.
Bishop Bactol said he is happy
that his former student at the Sacred Heart Seminary, also in Palo,
will take over the diocese he served
for almost three decades.
“I never taught that my former
student in the seminary will someday became bishop and succeed
me. It is really a blessing. I am here
ready to extend my helping hand
to my former student,” he said.
(Nestor Abrematea/CBCPNews)

The fireman in sleepers. (Photo from the FB of Enrique Alido)

Netizens rue over Borongan fire
NETIZENS continue to deplore in
social media the unfortunate fire
that gutted residential houses
and business establishments in
Barangay Songco, Borongan City
in the early morning of January 8,
2018. In the FB page of Enrique
Alido several comments have
been posted bewailing the seeming ineptness of the Borongan
Bureau of Fire Protection personnel to control the fire that lasted
about three hours. Some decry
the late arrival of the fire truck to
the scene of fire, the lack of basic
equipment and uniform and the
need for continuing training of
firemen. One posted this: “An mga
firefighters kinadi after almost
one hour kay ginpinanhagop pa.
An ira office nagbag o na ngadto

may sementeryo ha campesao
tapos wara tao nga on duty. Pagkadatung, an usa la nga truck an
may tubig tapos an usa wara. An
mga firefighters wara ngani proper uniforms, papreho la hen mga
hardinero nga d maaram uunan
on pagpaudong han kalayo. Wara
dinuok han nagkakalayo kay nagkakahahadlok kay diri man hira
prepared and trained aside nga
wara nira mga tools and equipment.” One netizen, however, disputed this allegation.
The municipalities of Lawaan,
Salcedo and Quinapondan were
also on fire during a blackout in
January 3, 2018 but damage was
less because it was immediately
put under control by the local
BFP. (Este News)
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Voice vote on Con-ass
‘shameless’ – bishop

House of Representatives. PHOTO COURTESY OF HoR PUBLIC AFFAIRS BUREAU

Catholic bishops came out strong
against the lower House for
approving constituent assembly
through a voice vote as means to
amend the Constitution.
Manila
Auxiliary
Bishop
Broderick Pabillo said such
important decisions should not
have been done through “viva
voce”.
“There
should
be
ample
discussion and deliberate voting. In

what they have done either they do
not know the importance of their
decision or they wanted to railroad
the process,” Pabillo said.
The House of Representatives
adopted on Jan. 16 the resolution to
convene Congress as a constituent
assembly for Charter change to
give way to a federal system of
government.
The Senate will have to pass a
similar resolution in order for the

Constituent Assembly to be convened.
Bishop Arturo Bastes of Sorsogon
also criticized the House majority
for “railroading” the resolution,
adding that the lower House “is fast
becoming a stamping pad of the
wishes of the President”.
“This is really railroading- a
shameless act of Congress,” he said.
“This is a premonition of what will
happen next—a dictatorial rule.”
“By this time, the super majority
of Congress should realize that
there is a growing opposition to
federalism, a move which serves
their interest rather than the
common good,” said Bastes.
For his part, Bishop Ruperto
Santos of Balanga lamented
how Congress has become just a
“political party of numbers” and
acting according to their “whims,
political interests and personal
benefits”. CBCPNews
“That will happen with viva voce,”
according to Santos.
He also called on lawmakers not
to rush in drafting a new Charter
and instead address first the many
pressing needs and urgent problems
of the country like corruption and
criminalities.
“These are some of things,
legislators (should) do, rather than
discuss or destroy our Constitution,”
added Santos. CBCPNews

Bishop makes first visit to
Marawi cathedral since siege

Archbishop urges tight
watch on Cha-cha bid

Archbishop Socrates Villegas of Lingayen-Dagupan. CBCPNews

MANILA— An official of the Catholic Church called for public vigilance
on the Duterte administration’s bid
to rewrite the Constitution, as he
warned against Charter change efforts for political ends.
Archbishop Socrates Villegas of
Lingayen-Dagupan stressed the
need to keep close watch over Chacha bid over suspicions that it is a
ploy to extend term of office for incumbent officials.
“We find this opportunist and
downright morally objectionable,”
said Villegas, former president of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
the Philippines.
“I am not saying that this is so,
but if it is so, it would be a grave
moral wrong and tremendous injustice,” he said.
The archbishop said Christians
have the “moral obligation” to engage in the political process “and to
make choices for what is truly just,
socially equitable, and empowering”.
“Politicians’ promises should not
be the measure. Careful discernment and enlightenment coming
from prayerful reflection with fellow believers should,” he said.
Malacañang and its allies in Congress have been campaigning for
the amendment of the Charter to
give way to a federal system of the

government.
The leadership in the lower
House said that Charter change
would be among its top priorities
for this year but through a constituent assembly, a process that have
been opposed by the bishops.
Even in the past administrations,
the consensus among the bishops
is that any move to amend the Constitution should be by means of
constitutional convention where
the public can participate in the
process.
Both Senate President Aquilino
Pimentel III and House Speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez have earlier
floated a no-election scenario in
2019 and a possible term extension for Duterte if the shift to federalism pushes through.
Other lawmakers even declared
term extensions are inevitable and
necessary.
The archbishop said that for
Charter change to be credible, its
authors must be known for their
“probity and their intellectual acumen”.
“They must be free of vested interests that may render suspect
their handiwork as a document
that embodies their own interests
rather than those of the people,”
Villegas said. (Roy Lagarde)

Bishop Edwin dela Peña leads a prayer inside the St. Mary’s Cathedral in his first visit since the Marawi siege broke out, Jan. 11, 2018. CBCPNews/
DUYOG MARAWI-CfPA

MANILA— Marawi’s Catholic
bishop was able to enter and
prayed inside the damaged St.
Mary’s Cathedral for the first time
on Thursday since the take over of
their city by Islamic State-inspired
terrorists in May 2017.
After failed attempts, Bishop
Edwin dela Peña said it was a “very
emotional” day for him that he was
able to visit the ruined city center
of Marawi and the cathedral.
“It was heartbreaking,” Dela
Peña said.
“So many memories. We were
the ones who built this. Now,
everything is destroyed, even the
trees we planted are riddled with
damage from bullets and mortar,”
he said.
Along with some officials of the
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)

and the Order of Malta Philippines,
the prelate entered the “ground
zero” of the fighting between
government forces and the Maute
group.
At one point, he asked the
delegation to gather in a circle at
the altar, hold hands and then led
in praying the Lord’s Prayer, the
Hail Mary, and the Glory Be.
President
Rodrigo
Duterte
declared the liberation of Marawi
in October last year, after almost
five months of battling Maute
terrorists.
The conflict killed more than
1,000 people, mostly rebels, and
the city of 200,000 people has been
ravaged by airstrikes.
Dela Peña, who is leading a
peace-building
rehabilitation
efforts called “Duyog Marawi”,

reiterated that his top priority is
to improve the inter-faith relations
and bring healing to traumatized
residents.
While the reconstruction of
the cathedral is also a priority,
forging peace, stronger ties and
reconciliation among Christians
and Muslims is paramount.
“I feel hopeful that people will
help us rebuild her the cathedral.
But my priority is not the building
but the needs of the community,”
he said.
Helping the program are some
priests, nuns, lay people who have
worked for Caritas but the bulk
of volunteers are young Muslims
from Marawi.
For the past three months, these
volunteers have reached out to
the war-affected communities and
home-based internally displaced
persons (IDPs). CBCPNews

Bishop Edwin dela Peña touches a damaged statue of Jesus
Christ inside the desecrated St. Mary’s Cathedral in Marawi
City, Jan. 11, 2018. CBCPNews/ACN
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Prov’l gov’t approves 1 Billion budget for 2018
BORONGAN CITY, January 8,
2017–The provincial government’s
budget for 2018 has been approved.
The P1,283,751.803 budget was
approved without changes during
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan’s
session last Friday. Bulk of it is from
the internal revenue allotment
amounting to P1.183B, and the
rest is revenue from local sources
amounting to P100M.
This year’s budget is 11% higher
than last year’s due to the increase
in the IRA and local income.
Personal services has the biggest
allocation with P512.6M, while
the economic development fund is
P236.7M.
According to Acting Vice
Governor Jonas Abuda, the budget
is aligned with the provincial
government’s thrust to reduce
poverty incidence in the province.
Unlike the previous years when
most of the economic development
fund was spent on infrastructure
projects, this year, a big chunk

of the EDF will be allocated for
livelihood programs, support to
peoples organizations and tourism
development.
“This budget is more focused
directly on the target population
especially the organized sector,”
Abuda stressed.
Health services also gets a sizable
share of the budget to support
the operations of governmentrun hospitals, especially for
the purchase of medicines and
equipment.
In an earlier interview, Acting
Governor
Marcelo
Ferdinand
Picardal expressed his desire to
have the budget approved on time
so that government programs and
services won’t be disrupted.
VG Abuda added that “ideally,
the budget should have been
approved before the current year
ended, but it was delayed because
of some amendments in the Annual
Investment Plan, which is the basis of
the budget”. (Eden Cidro/Este News)

The Eastern Samar Provincial Capitol. (Alren Beronio / Este News)

East Samar got P800M for infra projects in 2013-2016
BORONGAN CITY, January 12,
2017—Eastern
Samar
has
received around P800M for Payapa
at Masaganang Mamamayan or
PAMANA projects from 2013 to
2016.
During a meeting of the
Provincial Peace and Order Council
last Monday, Emy Bonifacio,
PAMANA regional manager said
that the funds are infra support
to peace and order, and were used
to open, improve and rehabilitate
roads and bridges in isolated
areas to make them accessible and
connect them to the main road

traversing the province.
The projects are implemented
by the DPWH, and those with big
allocations are the Can avid- Can
ilay – Malogo – Salvacion road
amounting to P272M, the Canavid to Maslog road with P234M
and the Jipapad- Imelda, Lapinig
Northern Samar road with P154M
and the rest are projects in Gen.
McArthur and Jipapad.
According to Engr. Efren Balmes
of the DPWH Eastern Samar,
most of these projects have been
completed, except for works in a
section along the Maslog–Can-avid

road, and in the Pinggan–Alangalang road in Gen. McArthur which
are still ongoing.
The work on the Jipapad
bridge is still ongoing, but is
being implemented by the DPWH
regional office.
Acting
Governor
Marcelo
Picardal reiterated the request
of the Office of the Presidential
Adviser on the Peace Process
(OPAPP) for the DPWH to furnish
them with a straight line diagram
detailing each road section from
Dolores to Maslog to see which
section was funded in what year

and to see what areas still needs to
be worked on.
Meanwhile, Ms. Bonifacio said
that since the DPWH declared
the projects as completed, a joint
monitoring is needed to check on
their completeness prior to the
turn over.
Bonifacio added that it is
necessary to go back to the
communities to see the impact of
these projects to the lives of the
people.
She said that “it is good to note
that Jipapad is now accessible by
land transportation”.

For 2019, Bonifacio said that she
is endorsing P2B worth of projects
for the province and they are
also pushing for the expansion of
PAMANA areas
The council decided to reactivate
PAMANA technical working group
and the provincial government–
OPAPP joint monitoring team.
PAMANA
is
the
national
government’s
convergence
program that extends development
interventions in isolated, hard
to reach and conflict affected
communities, ensuring they are not
left behind. (Eden Cidro/Este News)
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Maydolong-Basey road barely 13 kms
away from West Samar border
By Lorly Calzado
THE Eastern Samar Development Projects
Monitoring Team conducted a second ocular
inspection of the opening and construction
of the Maydolong-Basey Road on January 19,
2018.
There are 13 kilometers more to be
paved and constructed to reach the
boundary of Basey, Samar, with more or
less the same length to be constructed on
the other side.
This road when finally opened will, first
and foremost, shorten travel from the
central-northern towns of Eastern Samar to
Tacloban, Leyte by about two (2) hours.
This will serve as an alternative route
to Eastern Samar, particularly when the
two main routes to the province become
impassable during bad weather conditions,
just like what happened with Typhoon
Urduja when floods and landslides blocked
the National Highway both from the south
and north.
As an alternate road, this will hasten
economic progress in the province as it will
now take much lesser time and cost to bring
products/commodities to and from Leyte
and Eastern Samar.
From an environment point of view, the
road will make it easier to secure the forests
from illegal loggers and other unlawful
activities in the area.
As expressed by the people we met in the
area, this road has now given the residents of
the interior barangays en route a shorter and
much easier access to the town center and
other places by motorbikes and tricycles.
The area traversed by the road has
definitely a tourism potential.
It was our second time to monitor, and the
scenes along the way continue to amaze us—
trees, rivers, streams, rainforests, evergreen
mountains, caves, rock formations, strategic
spots overlooking Basey and the rest of
Eastern Samar, and thriving barangay

The tail-end of the Maydolong-Basey road that is not yet concreted; the Eastern Samar Development Projects Monitoring Team has reported that only 13 kilometers more are needed
before this road reaches the Western Samar boundary. (Photo from the FB of Lorly Calzado)

residential areas.
There are concerns on environmental
violations in the construction of the road
especially because it is near the BoronganLlorente closed canopy forest and the Samar
Island National Park. But all that is needed
is strong law enforcement by pertinent

agencies.
If there are illegal loggers and other
criminal activities, they have to be pursued
taking advantage of the road in accessing and
arresting perpetrators. If and when damage
occurs and could no longer be avoided,
mitigating measures must be resorted to.

That is, if trees are cut, seriously implement
replanting.
We must value our trees, our forest, our
environment. But we must value more our
people whose lives, in terms of accessibility
and because of faster economic activity, will
be uplifted.
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COA to build independent office in East Samar
BORONGAN, January 19, 2018–The Commission on Audit will soon have its own satellite
auditing office in the province.
Acting Governor Marcelo Ferdinand Picardal and COA Asst. Commissioner Delfin
Aguilar led the groundbreaking ceremony
for the new building, which will rise in a
2,000 sq. meter lot donated by the provincial
government.
Aguilar said that they approached the provincial government thru Gov. Conrado Nicart
Jr about their proposal early last year which
led to the approval af the deed of donation/
MOA for the lot which is located in the capitol compound.
Aguilar further said that constructing their
own building is in line with the agency’s efforts to transfer auditors from the field or
audited agencies to the Provincial Satellite
Auditing office, to maintain their independence and to have their own identity as an
office. But even if they will be moving out
from their audited agencies, Aguilar said that
“we will always support their programs and
plans”.
He reminded their employees that “we are
independent but we are also guardian angels of our audited agencies. COA audits and
recommend measures to improve the operations of a particular government agency”.
Once finished, the PSAO building will be
the fourth in region 8. It will be constructed
at a cost of P35M, and is expected to be done
in six months. (Eden Cidro/Este News)

Acting Governor Marcelo Ferdinand Picardal and COA Asst. Commissioner Delfin spearhead in the groundbreaking of the building of the COA Office in Eastern Samar. (Photo courtesy
of Penelope Añosa Bulan Pomida)

2 dead, 3 missing due to recent flooding
UPDATED: January 16, 2018,
10:30 AM — The missing
fisherman, Pedong Caratay was
found dead yesterday in Brgy.
Bahay, San Policarpo. Governor
Picardal will be in Jipapad today
to bring initial food relief.
BORONGAN, January 15, 2018–
One person has been reported
dead, 4 missing and hundreds
evacuated due to flooding caused
by heavy rains experienced in the
province over the weekend.
Based on the latest report of the

Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office, an 11
year old boy, Ervin Rodriguez of
Bgy. Libertad in Maslog town died
last Saturday night. According
to the report, he was removing a
bulb from its socket when he was
electrocuted and fell to floodwaters
and drowned.
In San Policarpo, 4 fishermen
went missing after they went out
to sea despite the bad weather. The
four were aboard two motorboats
when big waves hit them causing
the boats to capsize. Yesterday

afternoon, one of the missing
identified as Jojo Placiente was
rescued in Bgy. Cabatoan, Palapag
Northern Samar. The three others,
identified as Etoy Mila, Lorenzo
Picardal and Pedong Caratay are
still missing and the subject of
search and rescue by authorities.
The following day Caratay was
reported dead in Brgy. Bahay, San
Policarpo.
One fisherman is also missing
in Arteche. Ben Candido Jr., 32
years old and his companion Elvis
Baje, 42,left last January 11 to go

fishing when their boat capsized.
Baje, survived but Candido is still
missing.
Meanwhile, the local disaster
office of Maydolong reported
that 833 families were evacuated,
in Maslog, a total of 45 families
from Bgy. Libertad and Bgys 1
and 2 were evacuated, while 140
individuals in Jipapad were taken
to safer grounds.
In Dolores, the municipal disaster
office said that 18 barangays, most
of them along the Dolores river
were flooded. Reports said that

flood waters were a meter high
in residential areas. Around 90%
of rice crops, mostly at the early
reproductive growth stage are
under water for almost 3 days now.
The PDRRMO chief, Josefina
Titong advised LGU’s to be on
alert and warn residents especially
those living in flood and landslide
prone areas to be on guard.
Weather bureau Pagasa said that
the incessant rains was caused by
the tail end of a cold front affecting
the Visayas and Mindanao. (Eden
Cidro/Este News)

Latest Mayon eruption sends over 56,000 people to government shelters
ally supervised the evacuation of 3,154 families or 11,924 persons yesterday afternoon
as soon as PHIVOLCS officials declared Alert
Level No. 4 and increased the danger zone
to eight kilometers from the crater.
Mayor Rosal earlier ordered the return of
the evacuees as Science and Technology Undersecretary Dr. Renato U. Solidum, Jr, clarified the danger zone falls within the six-kilometer Permanent Danger Zone and extended
danger zone of seven kilometers on the southern flank of the 2,462-meter volcano.
Today, the evacuees from Legazpi City’s six
villages are housed in seven evacuation centers.
Meanwhile, Dr. Cedric Daep, head of the
Albay Public Safety and Emergency Management Office (APSEMO) said what they spend
LEGAZPI MAYOR LEADS IN EVACUATION. Mayor Noel Rosal (in white shirt) supervises the evacuation of over 11,000
persons from the recently-declared eight kilometre danger zone in the southern flank of Mayon Volcano. He earlier ordered the return of the evacuees because the danger zone was still seven kilometres until the recent eruption episodes
yesterday afternoon until today. (Contributed Photo)

MANILA – As Mayon Volcano continued to
spew rocks and lava, 56,217 residents from
the declared eight-kilometer danger zones
are now housed in government-run shelters.
The Philippine Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) reported a
short-lived phreatomagmatic eruption generating a dense five- kilometer talleruption
column.
In a statement released this morning, PHIVOLCS said the eruption generated pyroclastic density currents or pyroclastic flows on
gullies or channels along Miisi, Bonga, Buyuan, Basuc, San Andres, Buang, Anoling and
other minor rivers within four kilometers of
the summit “well within the Permanent Danger Zone.”
Volcanic ash was blown west and fell on
the towns of Guinobatan, Camalig, Oas, Po-

langui in Albay Province and Iriga City in
Camarines Sur. A minor degassing event
took place before 6:00 P.M., Monday which
generated a short and 500-meter high ash
plume.
There were five intense but intermittent
lava fountaining from the summit which
lasted three to 30 minutes. Lava fountaining
reached 500 to 700 meters and generated
ash plumes that reached 2.5 kilometers to
three kilometers from the crater. Lava flows
were monitored on the Miisi and Bonga gullies and sprayed near-vent and incandescent
rock fall on the summit area.
Two explosion-type earthquake which
resulted into vertical column eruptions
and some 15 tremor events and 35 rockfall
events.
In Legazpi City, Mayor Noel Rosal person-

for the thousands of evacuees in government-run shelters come from their savings.
“We hope the national government would
release our Internal Revenue Allotment
(IRA) share so we can fund our needs,” Dr.
Daep said in a telephone interview. He, however, added this is expected because it is still
January, opening of the fiscal year.
Albay Governor Al Francis Bichara earlier
appealed to the Manila-based national government to release funds for them to use
subject to liquidation.
Today, there are 14,241 families or 56,217
persons from 46 villages are housed in 46
evacuation centers across the province.
(Melo M. Acuna, Bicol Times)
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Simple and humble
thoughts
Bishop Crispin B. Varquez, D.D.

Resiliency to face
the challenges of
climate change

Editorial

Shall we leave it to congress?
THE Constitution being the basic
law of the land is the bases of all
consequent laws that will be passed
by Congress. Changing it therefore
is so consequential. Is this present
congress up to the task of coming up
with a new one?
De facto, congressmen are not
representatives of the people or at
least the good majority of them. Many
of them belong to political dynasties
and they got elected not because they
represent the will of the people but
because of political machinations—
and vote buying. Observably, the way
congress as a whole behaves show
that they not only represent their
own families and political ambitions
but they mostly kowtow the wishes of
whoever is in power. As in the past,
the majority of the present legislators
jumped to the ship of PDP-Laban
when Duterte became president. This
is clearly shown in the maneuverings
whenever bills are deliberated and
ultimately passed according to the
agenda and design of Malacañang.
The swift extension of the Martial Law
in Mindanao is one of those instances
when one does not see any substantial

debate in the floor.
The arguments presented for
the change of the Constitution are
flimsy. They just mouth slogans, like
federalism, which they do not even
examine deeply enough. It is not
even known if they have consulted
their own constituents on the matter.
Being the Basic Law the change in
the Constitution deserves more
enlightened discussions among the
people. It is not something to be
railroaded. Their agenda is to submit
the “New Constitution” to the people
in the May 2018 Barangay elections.
Will the people vote intelligently if
even up to now we do not know what
the relevant issues are that would
warrant the change?
And how can intelligent discussions
be had when the leadership of the
present congress, and of the present
government, are not mature enough
to accept and respect any opposition?
There is no democracy if there is no
strong opposition because the truth
and the good of the people can only be
ferreted out by mature discussions and
deliberations. But if any opposition is
tagged as destabilizers, how can any

mature deliberations be done? If the
opposition is being punished for not
towing the line, like not giving them
any budget or “project” at all, how can
one voice out his mind, especially if it
is against the official party line?
The
con-ass
(constitutional
assembly) is not the correct mode
for changing the constitution at the
moment even if it be claimed to be
legal. This present Congress cannot
be trusted with this important task.
Besides, there is no need to hurry
up the process. There is no deadline
to meet, except the deadline set by
interested parties for the purpose
of controlling the people. Even
expense is not a reason. Even if the
Constitutional Convention (concon) mode be more expensive, it
is worth it that the people choose
the right people just for the sole
purpose of studying and changing the
Constitutions, if there really is such
a need. This present congress is not
up to this task! It is not farfetched to
think that they are rushing this up
again because they are towing the line
of a few whose main interests may not
be those of the people!

CHANGE of attitude and lifestyle.
In the past few decades the farmers and
even fishermen can predict the conditions of
weather using their common sense based on
their experiences in the past and what their
parents told them. In such situation, people
can make plans and schedules when to do the
planting, harvesting and even know the kinds
of variety they plant in a certain locations
(high and low lying areas). Thus, food security
for the family was stable.
These days weather conditions are not any
more predictable. No more months for dry
and rainy seasons that even in summer time
typhoons come. And when it rains there is
excessive downpour of water that cause big
flooding in the area. Food productions of the
farmers are very much affected. For stability
of a family and even a country is to have food
security. In the USA farmers are subsidized by
the government to ensure food security in the
country. At the same time to make the food
affordable (cheaper) to the people. How I wish
our country will prioritize food security for
our people.
The forest, water and food production are
very connected with each other. We should
take care of the nature God has given us. All
God’s creation is interconnected with each
other.
We have to adapt a kind of attitude and life
style so that we can still produce food and
be assured of such stability in the family and
the country. This kind of crisis should lead us
to be more decisive, creative and innovative
in order to become a resilient community.
The biggest challenge is how we simplify our
lifestyle. People’s lives become complicated.
We should only keep and use what are the
basic needs in life to avoid further destruction
of God’s creations.
We should preserve and protect the forest
in the Island of Samar. NO TO MINING. NO
TO LOGGING. NO TO KAINGIN. NO TO WOOD
CHARCOAL production, otherwise our people
will desperately suffer. We should look for
alternative livelihood for our people.
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Willy Garte—the first Estehanon male
composer-recording artist
IN the world of music, today’s current war
on drugs calls to mind the song, “Bawal na
Gamut”, easily identified with Willy Garte.
No less than PNP Chief Bato de la Rosa
sang it in PTV4’s “So Ano Na?” in July, last
year. Who is Mr Garte?
JOEL LAGARTIJA in real life, Willy is
the first Estehanon with disability to
make it to the national scene both as
pop composer and recording artist. As
evidence of his talent in pop music, his
first album, “Nasaan ang Liwanag,” on
November 15, 1992, got a Gold Record
Award, and by December 11, 1994,
earned a 9th Platinum Record Award
from Universal Records, that is to say,
it achieved a sale of more than 360,000
units. He was popular among the “masa”
music buffs in the 1990s, especially in AM

and FM stations, in jeepneys and in the
provinces. Among his best known songs,
in addition to “Bawal na Gamut,” were
“Nasaan ang Liwanag” and “Kay Lupit ng
Tadhana.”
Willy Garte was born to Juan Lagartija
and Matilde Lucana Pombo on April 2,
1962 in Bgy Nena, San Julian. He got
measles at the age of 5 and soon became
blind. Though he did not have any formal
schooling because of his handicap, he
learned playing a locally-made guitar at a
young age.
As a kid, he put up what is known on
Eastern Samar as “kumbatsero” (from
the Spanish “cumbachero”, meaning,
fun-loving person), a puerile version of
a pop band, using such recycled junks
as tin cans, soda bottles and gas cans

and indigenous materials. The group, often
called “Combuta” (“combo”+”buta”, no doubt,
owing to his blindness), was usually active
during Christmas holidays. But it did not
take long for people to recognize his talent.
In mid-1980s, with the help of a
“Kababayan” (from Nena) who worked
abroad, he organized a rock band, popularly
known as combo, calling the group “Splendor
Philharmonic” (also facetiously called
“Combuta” by many of his fans). The band
often played in the various nightspots in
Borongan during the decade—“Maglipayon”
in Bgy Taboc, “Executive” on Cinco St. and
“Salakot” on Abogado St. and got invited to
perform at fiestas. Also, he used to guest at
the local radio station at this Eastern Samar
capital town.
ANTIGO - 8
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In Pursuit of Authentic Human
Development (Part 1)
GENERALLY, politicians are
elected on the basis of their
promise of a better life for the
people. More job opportunities.
Higher income for the regular
working class. Easy access to
medical care and education.
Safe environment for the
children and the youth. Reduced
instances of crimes and violence.
And the list could go on.
What is overlooked, however,
is that this promise of a better
life is easier said than done.
The concept of a “better life” is
just as diverse as the number of
politicians. But it does not mean
that this quest for a “better
life” is unattainable. It’s just
that people, along way, start to
disagree with what needs to be
changed in order to end up with
something better than before.
So, let me discuss here what
some experts say about this
“better life” that we all dream
of. Let us call it development.
Development is defined
differently
from
various
perspectives. Some reduce it
to mean industrialization. This
is seen in the extensive use
of technology and machines
in the manufacturing sector.
For example, even bakeshops
now use “assembly line” in the
manufacture of bread. Kneading
and mixing and shaping of the
bread are all done by machines.
Others look at development
from the point of view of
modernization. This is seen,
for example, in the obsession
with the latest gadgets (like
mobile phones and computers),
futuristic railway system, and
high-tech medical equipment.
This line of thinking was, in

fact, the development paradigm
of the 60’s wherein the problem
of development was viewed as
a problem of growth.
The proponents of the theory
of Diffusion of Innovations
provide one of the more
influential
definitions
of
development, asserting that
“Development is a type of social
change in which new ideas are
introduced into a social system
in order to produce higher per
capita income and levels of
living through more modern
production
methods
and
improved social organization.
Development is modernization
at the social systems level.”1
Development, in this sense,
is understood in its broad
context as the transition from
traditional society to industrial
society
through
different
stages quantifiable in terms of
advancement in technology and
growth in GNP.
But is this the “good life” that
an ordinary Juan de la Cruz
dream of? Does this whole
thing about modernizationindustrialization-high
GNP
result to an enjoyable “good
life”? Does a society with a
highly mechanized bakery or the
most modern (and expensive)
medical equipment or a modern
pollution-free e-jeepney produce
a generally happy community
living a good life?
I think an ordinary citizen
living in the periphery of
society would appreciate more
a kind of a “good life” where
he can eat bread three times a
day (even if such bread is not
produced by a mechanized
bakeshop). In other words, a

“good life” is something felt
through the improvement of
the well-being of the individual
and the betterment of the
quality of his/her life. The
United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) gives a very
striking
definition:“Human
development is a process of
enlarging people’s choices…
Human
development
has
two sides : the formation of
human capabilities — such as
improved health, knowledge,
and skills — and the use
people make of their acquired
capabilities — for leisure,
productive purposes or being
active in cultural, social and
political affairs. Development
must, therefore, be more than
just the expansion of income
and wealth. Its focus must be
people.”2
Some politicians who promise
the moon and the stars and
the “good life” fail to take into
serious consideration a deeper
reality—the human person.
Any form of development, be
it social, cultural, economic,
political, etc., must always
consider the centrality of the
human person as a major
factor. Otherwise, it will
become a useless bureaucratic
exercise. One concrete sign of
authentic development is when
the human person actively
and freely participates in the
various social processes, which
concerns his well-being.
----------------1 Rogers, E. M. and Shoemaker, F. F. (1971).
Communications of Innovations : A CrossCultural Approach. New York:Free Press.
p.11.
2 UNDP. (1990). Human Development Report.
New York: Oxford University Press. p.10.

The Millennial Catholic
Mau Obon

A life changing New Year challenge
WHEN I was in college I was
amazed at how my Protestant
friends were so well-versed
about the Bible. I discovered
that they don’t just read
it daily, they discuss, and
memorize passages too. At
the same time, I also felt sad,
because not all Catholics
have this habit of reading the
Bible, including me. There
are even Catholics who can’t
tell a Catholic Bible apart
from the Protestant versions.
Shockingly, there are also
Catholics who don’t even own
a Bible.
I read somewhere that if you
will read three chapters a day,
you will finish the whole book
in a year. I challenged myself
to do that. I failed. Reading
the Bible from cover to cover
for a beginner is not a clever
idea. But the experience led
me to amazing discoveries.
I finally understood what
Hebrews 4:12 means when
it said that “the word of
God is living and active”. I
am a bibliophile, and I have
never encountered any book
like the Bible. No matter

how many times I read it, I
always find new insights, and
interconnections between its
chapters. Sometimes, it felt
like that my eyes were being
led to notice the answers I
needed at that time.
I have to confess though,
I didn’t just read the Bible, I
prayerfully read the Bible. It
was my way of spending time
with the Lord. I’m too lazy to
attend the daily mass, this is
what I do instead. The more I
read the Bible, the more I get
to know and grow in love with
the Lord.
As I said, reading the Bible
from cover to cover may not
work for the beginner because
there are chapters that are
motivation killers. For a start
you can follow the readings
for the daily masses. I receive
the daily mass readings with
reflections via email for free
from
www.kerygmafamily.
com, you can sign up there. I
also downloaded an app called
Fantastic Life by Shepherd’s
Voice publication. If you
want to get a bit serious on
studying the Bible, I suggest

the app Bible-Catholic Study
by the Ignatius Press.
How to prayerfully read the
Bible? I follow the method
suggested in the Fantastic
Life app, and it’s also found in
the www.Kerygmafamily.com
website, here it is:
1. PRAY. Pray for guidance
from the Holy Spirit: “Father,
speak to me. I wish to receive
Your Word into my heart.
Send forth Your Spirit to me.
Reveal Your Face to me today”.
2. READ. Prayerfully read
the Bible passages assigned
for the day, and underline
words, phrases or verses that
strike you.
3. READ DIDACHE. Read
your Didache reflection for
the day. (If you can’t receive
email from kerygma family or
download the Fantastic Life
app, just skip to no.4).
4. WRITE.
Write your
reflections
and
prayers
in response to the Bible
passages you have read. (I
take a moment of silence and
focus on the passages that
touched me most, then I begin
writing. If you want to grow
THE MILLENNIAL CATHOLIC- 8
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Families’ new hope for more love
IN our homes the New Year is
welcomed bountifully, with food for
long life, for more sticky and sweet
loving relationships, with lots of fruits
for a prosperous year. And salad too is a
common food shared on the table to be
able to create harmony in the family in
whatever taste of life may come. These
we share with prayer for God’s graces
and blessings and with thanksgiving.
Families have their own stories
to share how they spent the New
Year. Some are happy but some are
sorrowful. But it inspires me to share
a real salad of life experience of two
families that opened my eyes that
sharing love should not be stingy
for too much love will not kill you
because in reality there is no too much
love. Human is always short of God’s
command for love. If love will be given
generously, miracles will happen,
impossible will be made possible,
hurts will be healed and tears will turn
to laughter.
A young seminarian lost his biological
father before New Year because of a
vehicular accident. Though he was
brought up by an adoptive family he
still felt so much for his biological
parents even they have already their
own separate lives so much so for
his seven siblings who are staying
in different places with relatives. He
only knows their names but haven’t
seen them yet in person. Thanks to the
cellphone and facebook that he was

able to meet two of his siblings before
this happened, one in an International
Youth Conference and the other one
through his adoptive father who
accompanied him to the place where his
younger sister is staying. Through their
information plus all the efforts through
the facebook and of course through his
prayers all the scattered siblings had a
tearful but joyful reunion after sixteen
years during the burial of their father.
My aunt at ninety two gathered her
eleven children and wife of her late
eldest son and thirty five grandchildren
and great grandchildren this New Year
for her last goodbye. The testimony of
the children of her unconditional love,
teachings by example of sharing, respect
and generosity of giving love was so
inspiring and moving for emulation.
The strong must help those who are
weak, those who have more must help
those who have less, those who are
down must be lifted up. And above
all, all must pray for one another. The
praying of the Angelus and the Holy
Rosary are not forgotten in all their
individual homes.They all thank their
mother and grandmother for her living
example that they are what they are now
because of her. This prayerful mother
who unselfishly served the church as a
catechist also inspired her professional
children and grandchildren to serve
the church in different ways. Some
are leaders of church organizations,
BALIK-BALAY - 8

Points to Ponder
Atty. Ceferino Baquilod, Jr.

The Fires of Borongan
AS I was writing this article, I could
not help but feel sad about what just
happened in Borongan—another fire.
This time, in Songco, along the national
road right across the Shell gas station.
This conflagration gutted down a
number of commercial establishments
and residential buildings. No reported
casualties, thanks God. This happened
after another one razed a couple of
houses and stores not too far away, in
downtown Borongan last October or
just a couple months ago. Not too long
ago too, we had another fire in Sabang,
Borongan.
Needless to say, these fires are
becoming too frequent and too
alarming. it behooves upon the Bureau
of Fire Protection to beef up its efforts
in fire prevention, public education
and awareness. BFP should reassess its
readiness and capability for a quicker
and more effective response. There
probably is need for more fire trucks,
considering that Borongan is now a
city and more populated. Also we need
smaller fire trucks for barangays like
Tabok, where roads are narrow, small
and hard to navigate. More extensive
firemen training programs, fire drills
participated in by staff and volunteers,
including
appropriate
barangay
officials and police, should be done
regularly.
According to accounts posted on FB
by people who were at the scene, there
were several lapses and inadequacies
on the part of the firemen and fire
officials. Their office was not manned
at the time and firemen could not be
found. Firemen eventually showed up
late, not in proper attire but in slippers

and shorts and without appropriate
equipment and tools. It was observed
that most of them appeared illprepared. One of the 2 fire trucks
turned out to be empty, without water.
Other fire trucks from neighboring
towns came but of course belatedly
since they had to travel distances.
FIRE HYDRANTS need to be installed
in strategic places in Borongan. This is
long overdue. Currently in Borongan,
fire trucks still need to drive some
distance to refill their tanks while
properties are ablaze. It cannot be overemphasized that every second counts
in conflagrations. Also, there should be
a quicker way to report fires and other
emergencies. Perhaps a 911 or similar
quick-response communication system
available 24-7, needs to be set up.
New Year, New Challenges
What’s in store for you in the Year
of the Dog? If you believe in zodiac
signs, you probably have done your
research already or heard on radio or
tv what 2018 has for you. If you are a
non-believer like me, you may just have
decided to ignore the clairvoyant’s
prognostications and be practical
about things by preparing to face the
challenges of the new year.
The economic forecast for our
country in 2018 is dim. As reported
recently in Bloomberg.com, our current
trade deficit is considered the widest
since 1980. On top of this, our currency,
the Philippine peso, had been among
the worst performers in Asia in the
past 12 months. Prices of commodities
and services are expected to shoot
up because of oil price increases and
POINTS TO PONDER - 8
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In 1991, Norma Gereña of Bgy
Campidhan, San Julian, brought
Garte’s tape recorded songs to
Manila and his talent caught the
interest of Bella Tan who, having
listened to the tapes, called him
up to go to the City. Eventually,
Tan became his manager. He
appeared on TV several times,
including a program of Kuya
Germ’s. Willy signed first contract
with Wea Recording Company
(later, Universal Recording), with
Emil Lucindo, the producer. Not
long after, his “Nasaan ng Liwanag”
became a favorite of the music and
record district on Raon St., Quiapo,
Manila. Among his recorded songs

were “Hain na an Utlanan,” “Ikaw
ang Tanging Minamahal,” “Iniwan
ng Liwanag,” “Kasalanan Ba?”
“Lorena,” “Nasaan Ka,” “Napakong
Pangako,” “Tibok ng Puso,” “Kay
Lupit ng Tadhana,” “Kahit sa
Pangarap Lang,” “Hilong-Hilo na
Ako,” “Ano ang Gagawin,” and many
more. His album, “Maligayang
Pasko, Bati na Tayo,” was released
by Universal Records in 1994.
Unfortunately, his career was
abruptly cut, because he was killed
on the road on September 4, 1998
at the age of 36, after a trailertruck ran over him while crossing
EDSA with his father at midnight in
Malibay, Pasay City. His body was

laid to rest on September 18 at the
Libas Cemetery in Barangay Libas,
San Julian.
Willy Garte was married to
Anita Gerena of Bgy Campidhan,
San Julian, who bore him 5 kids (3
boys and 2 girls). He was honored
as guest speaker at the 18th
Commencement Exercises in what
is now Nena National High School
on March 26, 1993, the people of
Bgy. Nena welcoming him as their
national celebrity. In 2004, GMA7
featured his life in Mel Changco’s
TV program, “Magpakailanman,”
under the title, “The Willy Garte
Story,” with Ariel Rivera acting as
Willy.

New Year in the ancestral home
of my great grandmother in
Villareal, a pilgrim house where
people were always praying in
front of a miraculous crucifix
and the kitchen was always busy
making cookies to be served to
pilgrims. This house produced
priests, nuns, lay ministers and
faith community leaders.
This year opened my eyes
that life is all about love, love

of God and our fellowmen. May
our love lead us always as a
family to worship our God in
prayer and in everything we do
so as to create a fertile ground
for more loving workers in the
vineyard of God . May the Lord
this year, the Year of the Clergy
and Consecrated Persons pour
upon our families blessings
of vocations to help bring all
families to God’s glory.

Your Word that I receive today
transform my soul. Make me
more like You. Amen.”
Lastly, our spiritual life is also
our responsibility. If we can
occupy ourselves with fitness or
financial challenges at the start
of the year, why not try the Bible

reading challenge for a change?
Pope St. Gregory described the
Scripture as:“a river, broad and
deep, shallow enough here for
the lamb to go wading but deep
enough there for the elephant
to swim.” Let’s dive in to this
challenge, because why not?

imposition of excise taxes, as a
result of the TRAIN tax reform law.
The change to Federalism might
happen sooner than later. The plan
to cancel the upcoming elections
and abolition of the Senate have
been hotly talked about lately. The
Marcos’ ill-gotten wealth is also
feared by many that it will soon be
handed back to the late dictator’s
heirs. Of course, everything is up
in the air as spokespersons of the

JR- CART
HARDWARE
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lectors, writers and editor of
church bulletin, choir leaders,
choir members, instrumentalists,
lay ministers and other ministries.
They are also guiding the young
ones to be like them.
My reflection on what I have
personally witnessed in these
two families led me to recall
my own experience of having
an opportunity in my distant
past to spend Christmas until

Bato, Borongan City
Sabang South, Borongan city
San Julian, Eastern Samar
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spiritually, this exercise is highly
recommended).
5. PRAY AGAIN. Thank the
Lord for His message to you, and
pray that you may be able to live
it out in your daily life.
“Father, I thank You, Your
Word is manna to my spirit. May

administration are quick to label
them as fake news.
It goes without saying that we
all need to brace ourselves for
whatever challenges the new year
may bring in. There is no still no
substitute for a well thought of
preparation. Having a new year’s
resolution to be better is always a
good start. But it is pure rhetoric
if not put into action. Happy New
Year.

We also deliver
Sand, Gravel, Pea, Gravel Hallow blocks
Balusters & Prekas
Bato - 09278490986
San Julian - 09151843015
Sabang South - 09754416260
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What is wrong with Church music today?
By Msgr Lope C Robredillo, VG
FOR many young people, the only live music they have known is rock music that they
personally encounter during town and barrio fiesta—it is the music of the “combo”
where you have electric guitars, drums, electric organs, and singing girls each provided
with a microphone, and the sound is set at
the highest decibel. When you are sitting at
the covered court where the fiesta “ball” is
held, chances are you won’t even start a conversation with the next person beside you,
because you can’t; everything is swallowed
up by the sound of the musical instruments.
They dominate the celebration.
The problem today is that this kind of
music, together with its rendition, has INVADED the church. In some celebrations,
the electric organ is even connected to two
speakers, and electric guitars are played almost to the loudest degree. That is why you
won’t even understand the lyrics of the song
that the choristers are singing. Just like in
the covered court during fiesta celebration,
the musicians seem to think that they are
PERFORMERS IN A SHOW, but this time, the
“show” is the Mass.
The rock invasion
The invasion of the liturgy by the “combo”
style of music brought with it features that,
though they do not fit in with what church
music should be, have been carried on in the
Diocese for a number of years, as if they were
appropriate to the celebration of the Eucharist. We may mention a few of them.
[1] In some parishes, secular songs, like
“Ikaw lamang ang aking iibigin,” and “Sunrise, sunset,” are sung at wedding masses; in
others, they pop up even in such very solemn
part of the Mass as communion. The song
“Prayer” easily comes to mind.
[2] Secular musical instruments, like
drums, that a Pope once called frivolous and
noisy, have become part of the music ensemble.
[3] Musical instruments have ceased to
function as accompaniments; the electric
guitar and the drums, for example, have
become very dominant; almost without exception, they are even more prominent than
the singing of the choristers. As in metallic
music, the sounds of these instruments are
loud, sometimes raucous, that one cannot
make out the lyrics of what is being sung.
The word of God in the responsorial psalm
is, alas, engulfed by the earsplitting sound. In
one instance, the electric organ was ampli-

Schola Cantorum's Norman Camarillo Vista pitches for Fr. Neil Tenefrancia in practicing a local choir. (Este News)

fied by two separate speakers that the volume could not be matched, I made a mental
note, by the voice of the entire congregation,
even if it were to yell and roar.
[4] It seems to have seeped into the mentality of some musicians they are performers in a presentation. No wonder that, when
they have nothing to “perform”, some of
them, instead of listening to the readings or
the homily, go to the “convento” to drink coffee, or else practice some songs, the instrumentalist adjusting the volume of his guitar,
while the Mass is going on. They feel they are
performers, not churchgoers.
[5] With each member of the choristers
holding a microphone, the people in the
pews are left with nothing to do but to listen to them. This is exacerbated by frequent
changes of songs, whose lyrics and tune only
the choir is familiar with, that all the more
isolate the musicians from the entire community at worship.
[6] It is as if singing has ceased to be a form

of prayer; rather, it has been transformed, if
not transmogrified, into an entertainment
for churchgoers. To put it differently, singing,
it would seem, is no longer addressed to God
as a way of lifting the minds and hearts to
him, it is now a performance for churchgoers
(who have become sort of an audience) to be
pleased with and admire.
[7] The beat of the bass and the sound of
the drums are so loud that that the music
brings you not to God but to the dance floor,
if it were allowed. Why in the world should
the choir sing a song whose rhythm or tempo is indistinguishable from that of the chacha or jazz? Are we dancing with God in the
liturgy?
[8] The instruments are so noisy that one
can hardly pray, and communicate with God
in silence.
[9] No space is allotted for personal prayer
after the communion procession is through.
While the ministers are purifying the sacred
vessels, the choir immediately sings to fill up

the void—as if it were a necessity to bridge
the gap with another song. This has the unintended effect of encouraging people to
chat while waiting for the celebrant to recite
the Prayer after Communion.
More comments could still be said, but we
have to pause: what really is the purpose of
church music? Is it to entertain churchgoers, as if they were an audience listening
to or watching a performance? It is cater to
their taste, or to their feelings, so they will
not sleep or be bored? Is it to make them feel
joyful or drown their sorrows and grief? Is it
to make the liturgy relevant?
All told, it is important to know the purpose, if only because music ministers—choir
director, choristers, soloists and instrumentalists--must serve the parishioners in a
manner that is in accord with the mind of
the Church, not the mind of the instrumentalist. Without its purpose in view, what is
there to prevent hip-hop and rap music from
encroaching on the Mass?

Q & A on faith matters
By Fr. Euly Belizar, Jr.
Q: What does the Filipino’s love for the
Child or Infant Jesus (the Sto. Nino) mean?
A: First, history tells us that it was the devotion to the Sto. Niño that cemented the
Christian faith among our former animistic
ancestors. The explorer Ferdinand Magellan
(1521) was said to have gifted Lady Humamay, the Cebu chieftain Rajah Humabon’s
wife with an image of the Child Jesus together with an image of Our Lady.
By a stroke of fortune, a later explorer by
the name of Miguel Lopez de Legaspi would
rediscover the image of the Sto. Niño (1565)

from what was left of Rajah Humabon’s
possessions. Since then, the image became
a symbol of a more vigorous evangelizing
period of the Spanish colonization. Up until
now the fervent devotion of Filipinos to the
Sto. Niño has been an effective tool in keeping them faithful by and large to the Catholic
faith. One might add that the devotion also
still provides an impetus to the spreading
that faith as well.
Second, the devotion has deep Scriptural
and theological roots. It is linked to the Son
of God’s becoming a human being or Incarnation; in the Infant Jesus “the Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14),
fulfilling Isaiah’s Messianic prophecy of a

“boy being born for us and dominion rests
on his shoulders” (Is 9:6). Yet being a helpless Infant is a tender but firm reminder of
how he has shared our weaknesses, “tempted like us in all things except that he did not
sin” (Heb 4:15).
Third, the Sto. Niño is a visible reminder of
heaven, our ultimate goal, and what it takes
to get there. “Let the little children come to
me,” says Jesus in Mk 10:14-15, “and do not
hinder them. For it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. Amen, I say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom
of heaven like a little child will not enter it.”
Fourth, the Sto. Niño himself is the key to
understanding spiritual childhood. We real-

ize this when we focus on his acts and attitudes. He humbled himself by coming down
to assume the lowliest state of being a creature and a human being. He lived a life completely open to the Father and to humankind, particularly the poor, the outcasts and
sinners. In all things he showed full trust in
the Father’s love and providence even to the
point of the cross and death (Phil 2:8). His
trust in the Father is inseparable from his
obedience for not only was “doing the will
of him who sent” him his “food” (Jn 4:34),
he himself was “obedient unto death, death
on a cross” (Phil 2:8). Alas, the devotion can
only find its completion when these qualities of Jesus the Sto Niño becomes ours too.

Compliments from:

Mr. & Mrs. Edelbert
Joseph Amacio Kruse

(nee: Violeta Penny Lozada Uy)
Children and Grandchildren
Address: P. Limbuan St., Borongan City

JOSHUA ALDWIN FISH DEALER
Sabang South, Borongan City

EASTERN SAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
(ESAMELCO)
Borongan, Eastern Samar

Interested candidates to run for ESAMELCO Board of Director for District VI and District VIII
QUALIFICATIONS REQUIREMENT (SEC. 26-A; DISQUALIFICATIONS (SEC 26-A; SEC. 14)
SEC. 15)
1. Public office – all elective positions; appointive
PIECE: Probity, Independence, Education,
positions – Salary Grade 16 and above.
Competence and Experience
2. Not a candidate in the immediately preceding
1. Filipino Citizen – natural-born or naturalized
local/national elections.
2. Age: between 21 – 70 on the date of Election 3. Conviction by final judgment of a crime
3. Graduate of any four-year course
involving moral turpitude.
4. Good moral character
4. 4th degree of consanguinity/affinity to EC
5. Actual residence – 2 years
Board, Gen Manager, & Dept. Manager.
6. Member in good standing
5. Representative of a juridical person
7. AGMA attendance (twice within 5 years)
8. A member-consumer of the EC for the last 5
years
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Wilderness no more!

25 Years of Salesian Presence in Borongan

The Don Bosco Training Center leads the way in contributing to the growth of many young people, in partnership with the government’s TESDA. (Don Bosco Photo)

By Fr. Mario Antonio Villegas
Baclig, SDB
HISTORY has recorded the words of
American General Jacob H. Smith,
in retaliation for the Balangiga
massacre in 1901: “The interior
of Samar must be made a howling
wilderness.” The continued clamor
for the Balangiga bells attests to
destruction wrought on the island.
A century later, the island of Samar
continues to remain a wilderness,
because of Nature’s fury by way
of typhoons, as well as Nature’s
glory in the form of lush virgin
forests, deep unexplored caves,
and wide unconquered rivers.
In fact, the name “Samar” comes
from “samaran,” or wounded,
in reference to the many rivers
cutting across the island.
The Salesian priests, Frs. Pedro
Porio and Felix Rotor, were the
pioneers of Don Bosco’s presence
in the island. In those days, travel
from Cebu meant a whole day’s
journey into the “wilderness.” Sent
by the late Fr. Peter Zago, SDB, they
embarked on the journey, arrived
in Borongan in October 1992, and
took residence in the old Gonzales
house, a stone’s throw from the
cathedral. Fr. Zanissi, a veteran
Canossian missionary in Samar,
had generously donated this piece
of land to the Salesians. Salesian
Brother
Stephen
Giubergia
followed later. By 1993, the Don
Bosco Training Center was in
operation.
The
pioneering
priests
celebrated Mass regularly in the
Santisima Trinidad Chapel in
Barangay Bato, taught catechism
in the public school, and went
from house to house organizing

basic ecclesial communities. The
young, they invited for the Youth
Encounter (Virac model), which
became the backbone of their
youth ministry. In time, they
enlarged the chapel in Bato and
built a training center in Catian.
Today, Borongan is a wilderness
no more! It is a city, complete
with shopping malls and coffee
shops, and the latest digital
gadgets. Travel time to Tacloban
is easily three hours on a firstclass highway through the towns
of MacArthur and Balangiga. Even
the ancestral home of Eugenio
Daza, architect of the Balangiga
battle, has been conquered by
Jollibee. Bishop Crispin Varquez,
DD, heads the diocese that is
blessed with more than a hundred
priests.
The fruits of twenty-five years
of Salesian presence are just as
evident.
The Don Bosco Training Center
leads the way in contributing
to the growth of many young
people, in partnership with the
government
agency
TESDA.
Several trainees finished the
one-year course in Borongan,
did additional training with Bro.
Elmer Rodriguez in Makati, then
returned as instructors. They have
moved on to greener pastures.
Joel Ablay from Giporlos now
works in Southampton, United
Kingdom. Llan Alea Claro is
now with Accuform Fabricators,
Dasmarinas, Cavite. Jessie Asebias
from Bato now works in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia.
Michael Ganaba from San Gabriel
did his OJT at the Isuzu Motors
in Makati. Later, he was sent by
the company for further training

in Japan. At present, he works in
Westlock, Alberta, Canada. Ismael
Esposa is employed by Toyota
Motors in Al Sayer, Kuwait. Rene
Rivera joined the Armed Forces of
the Philippines. The list is long.
In Borongan itself, graduates have
become successful entrepreneurs.
Tomas Diga, a graduate in the basic
welding course, is an inspiration
to many. After typhoon Ruby, he
reported for work in the welding
shop where he was employed, only
to be told that there was no longer
work for him. He gathered the little
savings he had, borrowed from an
aunt, and put up his own shop in
Borongan. It was a big gamble, but
today, he is able to assemble at least
three tricycle cabs every month,
each worth Php 48,000. He has five
employees. He has gained a name
for himself in the city. Tricycles
proudly carry his trademark—TJ
for Tomas and his wife Jennylin—
and the many innovations he
has introduced. He remembers
basketball and Fr. Porio: “Mabigat
kung maglaro!” Likewise the little
chapel where they would pray. He
has four children, one of them an
Auxilium member in the Youth
Center. To the present trainees,
he can say: “Magseryoso kayo sa
training.”
Gino Ganaba took up motorcycle
and small engine repair and now
has his own motorcycle repair
shop in Maydolong. “Para walang
amo. Pantay-pantay lang. Kung
gusto mong magsara, OK lang.”
He began with the little savings
he had. “Dahan dahan lang.
Mababa ang singil ko, kaya medyo
mahina ang kita. Pero marami
ang customer.” He can handle
even ten motorcycles a day, from

the simple task of engine tune up
to a complete engine overhaul.
“Kailangan sigurado ang quality.
May disiplina. Kailangan talaga ang
disiplina sa trabaho. Ito ang sekreto
ko: dapat honest ka sa customer.
Gusto kong baguhin ang pananaw
ng mga tao, na mayroong mga
mekanikong maayos at tapat.” He
is already planning to move on to a
busier town of Balangiga so that he
could serve more customers. What
he can never forget are the prayers
in Don Bosco every afternoon.
The Don Bosco Youth Center
has spearheaded the Salesian
charism by opening its gates to
children and youth for these past
twenty-five years. There are sports
and music activities, scholarship
grants, summer camps, and the
daily recitation of the Rosary. Bro.
Alex Abelgas is the only Salesian
who has been teaching ordinary
children how to play the accordion.
Maxine, Anielyn, Mariel can already
carry a tune for cultural programs,
while the beginners Irish, Gelyn,
Tanya, and Mickaella take turns to
practice on donated accordions.
Fr. Julius Sanchez has brought in
saxophones, keyboards, bandurias,
and guitars, and spends the
afternoon teaching the children.
Raprap (for Rafael) is a Grade
10 student who discovered and
developed his musical talents
in the youth center. He comes
from a family of five. He plays
the keyboard and any other
instrument he can get hold of. He
leads a band of young musicians—
among them, Plangplang, Bonbon,
Liklik, Moymoy, Sedsed!—with
his leadership skills developed
through the many youth programs.
Karla, Clemarie, and Lyca are the

budding singers.
After the super typhoon Yolanda,
Don Bosco Borongan shared in the
task of rebuilding damaged houses
of the people. Working hand in
hand with the diocese, it organized
thirty-five teams of carpenters,
who built almost seven hundred
houses in the adjoining areas.
Danny Basilia of Barangay Balobo
recalls how, with his six children,
they had to live outside for some
weeks. “Barong-barong muna.
Halos walang natira sa bahay dahil
sa hangin.” He was fortunate to be
among the beneficiaries. “Libre ang
lahat. Hindi kami makakabahay
nang ganun.” Almost a hundred
houses were built in Balobo, and
Danny was among the carpenters.
Aileen Bajado proudly points to
their house, now improved and
enlarged. “Sirang-sira ang bahay
namin. Kaya sobrang saya namin
na nabigyan ng bahay. Tumulong
pa kami sa pagbuo. Ngayon, may
negosyo na ako, tindahan. Walang
tulo ang bahay. Titulado ang lupa.
May munting palayan pa kami sa
likod,”
Last October 8, 2017, Bishop
Crispin Varquez, DD, graced the
celebration of the 25th anniversary
of Don Bosco Borongan with his
presence. He blessed the chapel
of Mary, Help of Christians, and St.
John Bosco, and presided over the
Eucharist. People were also glad
to see once more several Salesians
who worked in Borongan through
the years.
St. John Bosco is always at home
with the young and the poor.
For their sake, we can proclaim:
“Wilderness no more!” The horizon
looks bright for many more years
of Salesi

