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“COMMUNICATING HOPE AND TRUST IN OUR TIME.” - POPE FRANCIS

EASTERN SAMAR DECLARED
IN STATE OF CALAMITY
By Eden Cidro

ONE of the worst hit barangays in Eastern Samar by Tropical Storm Urduja was San Mateo in Borongan City. The flash flood that rose to about 14 feet submerged all of over 200
houses that were barely restored from the damage inflicted by super typhoon Ruby 2014. Observers believe that relentless logging has triggered much of the flooding. PHOTO BY
ALREN BERONIO / ESTE NEWS

THE entire province of Eastern Samar
is now under a state of calamity due to
severe damage caused by Tropical Storm
Urduja which battered the province over
the weekend.
The Sangguniang Panlalawigan passed the
resolution declaring a state of calamity yesterday
afternoon, acting on the recommendation of
the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (PDRRMC).
The tropical storm which dumped
heavy rains, caused widespread flooding
and landslides destroying infrastructure,
agriculture and private property.
Heavily affected were barangays along
most of the rivers in Eastern Samar.
Based on initial data gathered vy the
PDRRMC, more than 59,000 families in
374 barangays are affected. About 19,200
persons were evacuated at the height of the
typhoon.
Initial report of damage to agiculture is
pegged at over P262 M, with the municipality
of Dolores which is the rice granary of the
province as having the biggest reported
damage.
Damage to public and private infrastructure
is P1.373M. This figure is expected to go up
as disaster officials continue the provincewide assessment of the destruction caused
by Urduja.
Two deaths were confirmed as of today, 10
were injured and 9 are still missing.
With the declaration, the province can now
“utilize its calamity fund, rendering necessary
assistance to the affected constituents”.
The provincial government has started
distributing food packs to different
municipalities, giving priority to the
severely affected.
Provincial
officials
assured
their
constituents that help is on the way.
Meanwhile, roads going in and out of
Eastern Samar are now passable. Electricity
has also been restored.

Historic Homonhon Island gets its first priest

Photo by Fr. Neil Tenefrancia / Este News

BORONGAN Bishop Crispin Varquez installed Rev. Fr. Alex
M. Galo, Jr., as the Priest-in-Charge of the newly created
Chaplaincy of San Pedro Calungsod in San Eduardo (Bolo),
Oras, Eastern Samar; on December 15, 2017. (Este News)

AN island off Eastern Samar
province where Christian faith first
arrived in the Philippines almost
500 years ago received its first
Catholic priest.
On Dec. 13, Jonathan Pading
became the first priest native of
Homonhon Island in Guiuan town
at the ordination rites officiated
by Bishop Crispin Varquez of
Borongan.
Despite the bad weather,
hundreds of people showed up at
the ceremony, overcrowding the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Cathedral in the province’s capital
of Borongan.
The ordination was supposed
to be held in Homonhon but the
diocese later decided to have it in
Borongan anticipating the rainy
season which means strong wind
and big waves.
“I’m happy and humbled with
this occasion in my life,” Pading
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A2

este

WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS

VOL 5 NO 10
DECEMBER 2017

Bishop slams martial law extension
A Catholic bishop slammed the
extension of the martial law in
southern Philippines for another
year, warning against the “intoxicating effect” of power.
In an overwhelming number of
votes, the lawmakers on Wednesday gave President Rodrigo Duterte
a green light to extend the military
rule in Mindanao for the whole of
next year.
Duterte has asked Congress to
extend martial law due to supposed threats posed by communist
rebels and Muslim extremists since
a five-month conflict ended there
in October.
He hinted the possibility of imposing it nationwide should terrorism
threat spread and the communist
insurgents intensify their attacks.
Manila Auxiliary Bishop Broderick
Pabillo, who formerly chaired the
Church’s social action, justice and
peace ministry, said Duterte is
“boasting” it again now that he got
the support from a “subservient”
Congress.
“This is what we get when we toy
with power. One is never contented
with enough power. It gobbles
more power—unless people stand

up and voice out—it is enough!
This is not right!” Pabillo said.
“Once one has tasted power, it is
hard to say it is enough. This is true
for Duterte, this is true for the police and this is true for the armed
forces,” he said.
Duterte declared martial law in
Mindanao last May 23 due to attacks by terrorists of the Islamic
State-inspired Maute and Abu
Sayyaf groups on the Islamic city of
Marawi in Lanao del Norte.
The country’s worst security crisis
in decades killed more than 1,1000
people, mostly militants, and displaced about 350,000 residents.
Creeping authoritarianism
Although Marawi was declared
“liberated” last October, military
officials said threats remain in
Mindanao.
Martial law critics, however, argued
that an extension requires actual
rebellion; and without it is unconstitutional.
“They give a veneer of legality to
martial law but they are making
the abnormal normal, the extraordinary ordinary,” Pabillo added.
MARTIAL LAW - A8
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Gov’t urged: Stop violence The Filipino youth and
against church people
the question of identity
of identity and being identified.”
Guimary, who also used to serve as a
leader in the Diocese of Parañaque Youth
Ministry, reminded them of some truths that
could anchor their sense of self in a fastchanging world: that they are God’s perfect
masterpiece; that they are the extension of
God’s peace; that they are God’s “ray of hope”;
that they are God’s “shining light”; that they
are God’s gift; and lastly, that they are love.
While the rise of technology may be blamed
for what some perceive to be a “floating
generation,” Guimary said the reason could
be closer to home.
“I think what’s the primary reason is
within their own homes … they don’t feel
loved, appreciated… when they feel that their
‘Floating generation’
families are no longer avenues of support..
According to Guimary, young people need when lines of communication are blocked
to have firm foundations of security. “No due to fear,” he said.
matter how strong external influences are,
Media to blame?
they will be able to face and win over it.”
Related to this, he said, is a sense of selfFor Fr. Ramon Jade Licuanan, youth director
worth. “[The youth’s] uniqueness is a gift!
Their uniqueness gives complementarity and of the Archdiocese of Manila, it would be
beauty not only in their life but [to] the life of unfair to tag an entire generation of young
Filipinos as “rudderless.”
others.”
While he notes that a “good number of
He summed these all up as “the importance
YOUTH- A8
PASAY City – Who is the Filipino youth? More
importantly, does he know himself?
In a recent talk, a lay speaker reminded
young Filipinos of the importance of identity
in an age which values Instagram personas
and personal social media mileage.
“…[I]t’s about going away from what society
dictates who you are. Because the youth they
want to fit in with the trend or idols of society
…[and] they end up frustrated, worst they do
no longer know who they really are and their
purpose,” said Paul Richard Guimary, a board
member of Prolife Philippines, during a talk
on identity for the Baclaran Church Youth
Ministry on Sept. 2, 2017.

Mourners carry a banner bearing the words ‘Justice for Fr. Tito Paez’ during the funeral march for the slain priest in San
Jose City, Dec. 11, 2017. JUN SANTIAGO, CSsR

MANILA – The Catholic Church’s social
action arm called on the government to stop
the attacks against church people following
the killing of a 72-year old priest.
The National Secretariat for Social Acton

– Justice and Peace (Nassa) in a statement
said authorities must take immediate
actions against the violence and hold those
responsible to account.
The said letter did not name names but
VIOLENCE - A8
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Philhealth to increase premium
next year
BORONGAN CITY, December 12, 2017–
Starting January 2018, the Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation will implement an
increase in the premium contribution of its
members.
During a multi-sectoral forum held last
week in Borongan, Dr. Douglas Cardona,
Philhealth Vice President for the Visayas
said the increase is needed to ensure the
sustainability of the national health insurance
plan.
This will allow Philhealth to continue the
delivery of existing health insurance packages
and to expand the coverage of other services,
he said.
One of the plan is to include members of the
formal sector in the “no balance billing” policy
that is being enjoyed only by senior citizens
and beneficiaries of the 4Ps.
Dr. Cardona said that this should be done to
“be fair to the Philhealth members who pay
their premium, but are unable to benefit from
this”.
Contribution will be adjusted from the
current 2.5% to 2.75%. For a member
earning P10,000, monthly premium will be
P275, half of which will be shouldered by the
employer. For househelpers, their employers
will shoulder the payment if the employee
paid less than P5,ooo a month.
But budget officers of national government
agencies and local government units are
pushing for the circular to be implemented
in 2019.
LGUs and NGAs are done with the
deliberations for the 2018 budget and they
have allocated funds equivalent only to the
2.5% premium.
They are worried how and where will
they get the additional funds needed if the
adjustment is implemented in January.
Meanwhile, Philhealth is calling on senior
citizens who are not members to enlist in
their offices.
According to Dr. Cardona, under RA 10645

(Screen grab from a Philhealth video)

all Filipinos aged 60 and up are automatically
covered by Philhealth but since the office
does not have a masterlist of all senior
citizens, they have to enroll.

Philhealth is coordinating with the Office
of Senior Citizens Affairs of every town and
city for easy enrolment.
All they have to do is submit a photocopy

of their senior citizen ID as proof of age.
Target of this law is to enroll more than
7 million senior citizens. (Eden Cidro/Este
News)

East Samar School Board to release Php 13 M for educ’l programs in 2018
BORONGAN CITY, December 15, 2017–The
Eastern Samar school board approved four
priority programs to be funded with the Special Education Fund for 2018.
Acting Governor Marcelo Ferdinand Picardal said that they came up with the decision during a meeting of the board yesterday.
The sports development program of Deped
tops the list with an allocation of P4.5M.
Bulk of the money will be used for the Provincial Athletic Meet and for the province’s
participation in the Eastern Visayas Regional
Athletic Association meet and the rest will be

for the purchase of sports equipment.
More than P500,000 will be allocated for
the Early Childhood Care Development, a
program that promotes the holistic development of children and protect their rights.
The board also agreed to allocate P5M for
the construction and repair of public school
buildings and facilities and another P3M for
the operations and maintenance of public
schools with focuz on the salaries and compensation of locally hired teachers.
The SEF is taken from the additional 1%
tax imposed by local government units on as-

sessed value and levy of real property. It aims
to enhance the government’s education programs.
According to acting Governor Picardal, the
SEF for 2018 is P4M but since there is an accumulated savings of P9.085M from last year
and the previous years, the board agreed to
use it for next year’s programs, making the
total SEF P13M.
The governor sits as the chairmen and
the schools division superintendent is the
co-chairman of the provincial school board.
(Eden Cidro/Este News)
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This was the banner photo of the December 19, 2017 issue of Manila Bulletin; taken by Alren Beronio of Este News,
it depicts children on errand to prepare for meals the morning after the tropical storm—which was scarce until the
first delivery of food relief came. This stock photo was serialized by Agence France Presse (AFP) and Getty Images.

This photo earned a news story of Rappler that went viral. This was taken by Allen
Beverly Anire at the gate of Sabang Central Elementary School, the venue of the wedding
party of Mariel Anire and Charmaine Dulfo whose marriage was solemnized by Fr. Neil
Tenefrancia at the nearby Church of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal while tropical
storm Urduja was raging. Rappler’s story was titled: “Look: Not even storm Urduja can
stop these newlyweds in Eastern Samar”

Newly ordained priest, Rev. Fr. Jonathan Pading was supposed to celebrate the traditional
Canta Misa in Homonhon Island with his relatives and the parish community but tropical
storm Urduja did not allow that. He instead celebrated a simple mass with his family and
a few priests at the rectory Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception in Guiuan, Eastern
Samar. Fr. Andiy Egargo reposted this photo in Facebook with this vignette: “No storm or
flood or landslide can stop a grateful heart from praising God.”

PHO says maternal deaths low in 2017
BORONGAN CITY, December 15, 2017–
Cases of maternal deaths in Eastern Samar
are going down. According to Ms. Edna
Tumandao, family planning coordinator of
the Provincial Health Office from eleven (11)
cases in 2016, there are eight (8) reported
deaths this year.
One of the most common cause of maternal
death is bleeding, slow referral system and
sometimes, the mother is not brought to the

hospital on time.
Tumandao also pointed out the increasing
number of teenage pregnacies in the
province.
The latest maternal death recorded was
that of a 14 year old, in Borongan. Before
her, there were also two cases of maternal
deaths in Borongan, Oras and Balangkayan.
According to Tumandao, one of their
interventions to prevent these unnecessary

deaths is the “Buntis Congress” and blood
letting in the different towns.
Pregnant women are educated and
informed about pregnancy, its possible
complications and the danger signs they
should look out for.
Blood letting activities are conducted to
make sure there is enough reserve in the
blood bank.
Tumandao said that it is a policy that every

pregnant woman should have two blood
donors or a two-donor policy in preparation
for emergencies during childbirth.
The PHO is encouraging every municipality
to hold at least two Buntis Congress a year.
Meanwhile, they are targeting 1% of the
population of each municipality to be blood
donors. Among the towns that were able to
reach this target are San Julian and Llorente.
(Eden Cidro/Este News)
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Borongan closes dumpsite, plans ecopark
BORONGAN CITY, December 6, 2017—
The local government of this city has
permanently closed down its open dumpsite
in barangay Camada. Mayor Maria Fe Abunda
led city officials in the ceremonial closing of
the dumpsite yesterday.
This is part of the LGU’s compliance of
the implementation of RA 9003 or the Solid
Waste Mangement Act.
“We are now ending the operation of a
government facility that has been hounding
us for the longest time, a facility that has been
an eyesore” said Sangguniang Panlungsod
member Victor Franco, who chairs the
committee on environment.
Mayor Abunda said that the closure will

be “beneficial to the environment and the
health of the people”.
Reports said that the LGU has been warned
by the Environmental Management Bureau
in a letter last November 21, to comply
with provisions of RA 9003, including
the segregation of garbage at the source,
closing of open dumpsites, establishment
of materials recovery facilities in every
barangay and segregated collection of
garbage to avoid being charged before the
environmental Ombudsman.
Yesterday, the city government also
launched its Ecological Solid Waste
Management (EcoSWaM) program that
would address the problem of solid waste

NOTE the big log (troso) perched on top of a house in this photo taken in Brgy. San Mateo,
Borongan City. The flood brought about by the heavy rains of tropical storm Urduja was
so high to bring the log up to the barrio which is about 5 meters above the normal water
level. Some observers are saying that one of the major causes of flooding in Borongan is
the relentless illegal logging. In the whole island of Samar three big logging companies,
which today are no longer operational, denuded much of the forest cover of the island,
namely: San Jose Timber Corporation in Northern Samar, San Joaquin Logging Company
in Dolores and Pava Logging Company in Borongan. (Este News)

in Borongan. Mayor Abunda announced
the opening of a new landfill in barangay
Cabalagnan and the implementation of the
“no segregation, no collection” policy.
She called on households, business
owners and schools to support these
initiatives. “The transition of waste
disposal from the usual practice to
segregation is not going to be easy”,
Mayor Abunda said. But the law must be
implemented and she is banking on the
cooperation of all Boronganons. “I appeal
to everyone to help the city government.
We will be successful only if we work
together”.
Under the scheme, garbage must

be segregated into biodegradables,
recyclables,
residuals
and
special
wastes. Only non biodegradables will be
collected. Households and businesses
will be responsible for the disposal of
their biodegradable wastes. The city
government has launched an intensive
information and education campaign
Bishop
Crispin
Varquez
and
representatives from the academe, business,
and other groups expressed their support
for the program.
The city government has allocated P5.9M
for the rehabilitation of the old dumpsite
which will be converted into an ecopark.
(Eden Cidro/Este News)

TROPICAL storm Urduja made landfall in San Policarpo, Eastern Samar in the morning of
December 16, 2017. But as early as December 14, there were already landslides in several towns of Eastern Samar such as this one in Brgy. Paya, Giporlos, Eastern Samar, which
rendered this highway to Tacloban impassable for over a day. Other landslides were reported in San Julian (Libas), Hernani and Salcedo. The highway along Brgys. Malinao and
Mabuhay in Taft were also impassable due to heavy flooding. (Photo courtesy of Engr.
Gil Allan Germino)

THIS is the photo of Sabang River in Borongan City taken by Norman Camarillo Vista at the height of tropical storm
Urduja on December 16, 2017. This flood has caused so much damage to the upstream barangays of Surok, San
Mateo and San Andres Lower. The following rivers were also heavily flooded due to the heavy rains brought by the
tropical storm: Loom River in Borongan, Ulot River in Can-avid, Dolores River and Oras River. (Este News)
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Simple and humble
thoughts
Bishop Crispin B. Varquez, D.D.

On the Year of the
Parish and the
Centenary of the
Apparition of Our
Lady of Fatima

Editorial

Flooding because of logging
HEAVY rains or floods were never
an issue during typhoons, at least
two decades or so ago.
Eastern
Samareños feared more the strong
winds such as those of typhoon
Undang in November 1984, that
uprooted and stacked coconut trees
like matchsticks, than the flooding
because rivers then never swelled
high to the streets like they do now.
Typhoon Ruby in December 2014
was the unforgettable precedent.
Taking cue from the lessons of Super
Typhoon Yolanda that drowned
thousands in Tacloban due to
typhoon surge, some people during
Ruby evacuated to places far from
shorelines such as the minor seminary
in Borongan which is some kilometers
away from the bay—only to be caught
up by the raging flood waters from the
mountains. Since Ruby, people have
become wary of heavy downpour and
the consequent flooding occasioned
by regular tropical storms the likes of
the latest Urduja.
Tropical storm Urduja that finally
made landfall in San Policarpo, Eastern
Samar in the morning of December 16
after four days of heavy rain caused

landslides and flooding in most of
the river networks of the province.
Notably, the most serious was the
flash flood in Barangay San Mateo in
Borongan City. The whole barangay of
about 300 households was submerged
to about 13 feet of flood.
It would be hard to conjecture that
climate change is the culprit. Disputable
though it may seem, but the denudation
of the forest cover of some parts of the
whole island of Samar maybe traced
to large scale logging. In the past 55
years over 60% of the island’s original
forest have been lost to logging, mining
and slash and burn farming that
consequently accelerated soil erosion
and sedimentation triggering flash
floods and landslides. Here are the big
ones: San Juaquin Lumber Corporation
that operated in the 60’s and 70’s in
the municipalities of Dolores, Maslog,
Oras and Can-avid; Pava Logging
Corporation in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s in
Borongan, Maydolong and Calbiga; and
San Jose Timber Corporation in the 70’s
80’s and 90’s in some parts of Northern
Samar.
In 1990, President Corazon Aquino
stopped all logging operations.

In 1996, President Fidel Ramos
proclaimed 347,000 hectares of
primary/closed canopy and second
growth forests as protected zone in
the whole island of Samar. President
Gloria Arroyo declared 333,300
hectares in Samar island as protected
area known as Samar Island Natural
Park (SINP) pursuant to RA No. 7586
or the National Integrated Protected
Areas System (NIPAS).
But illegal logging continued be
pervasive especially in the remote
barangays of Borongan City. Local
lumber concessionaires that are
reportedly licensed to import lumber
from sources outside Samar island
are the patrons of illegal loggers.
Allegedly, some local officials of
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and
the police are in cahoots with local
lumber concessionaires.
Seemingly, local residents are not
much aware of illegal log trading that
happens mostly under cover of the
night. But if illegal logging in Eastern
Samar is not stayed, flooding is going
to get worse in the next volley of
typhoons.
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Msgr. Lope C. Robredillo, VG

Yes, Virginia, Guiuan has only one Patronal Feast,
not two
WHILE still a student in Manila, I
happened to drop by at the convento
(rectory) of Guiuan; and having asked
the “cura”, the late Msgr Conrado C.
Balagapo, about the parish having two
“patronal feasts”, I was told that although
the fiesta really falls on December 8,
yet, Msgr Guimbaolibot so cultivated
the devotion to the Holy Rosary among
the Guiuananons that the First Sunday
of October celebration became not only
some kind of a second fiesta of the town,
but even overshadowed the original one.
He wished therefore that the feast of the
Immaculate Conception be given its due
importance. Today, I consider his opinion
an educated conjecture. The result of
my research on the history of Guiuan is
rather at variance with his explanation.
[1] For one thing, I discovered that, since
the beginning, Guiuan really celebrated

THE parish day celebrations with the
theme,“Celebrate Communion, Listen to the Mother” and the talks on the messages of the Our Lady
of Fatima were done to all the 36 parishes and
chaplaincies in our Diocese. It started in the month
of June, 2017 at St. John the Baptist Parish in the
Island of Homonhon and ended last November
18,2017 at the Chaplaincy of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal in Sabang, Borongan.
The almost half-year-long schedules of visiting the parishes to celebrate the Year of the Parish taught me many things. First, I discovered that
there are many lay people who are committed and
more than willing to give themselves and share
their expertise to serve the Church. Second, through
the open forum part of the celebrations, that there
are many Catholics who do not yet know the basic
teachings of the Church. Thus, adult catechesis is
necessary to continue evangelizing them.Third, our
people are extremely gifted with faith in God and a
deep devotion to Mary, our Mother. Damo nga salama han full cooperation of our clergy, religious and
lay leaders that made us successfully celebrate the
year of the parish.
***
On December 3, 2017, the first Sunday of Advent,
we have started to celebrate the Year of the Clergy
and Consecrated Persons. The renewal of the clergy and consecrated persons are key factors for the
renewal of the Church. This is a pre-requisite to respond to the challenges of the New Evangelization.
We, bishops, clergy and religious, should be constantly on guard against the cultures of secularism,
relativism, individualism and religious extremism.
Let us be aware of how these may influence our lives
so that we can decide what to do in order to remain
faithful to our vows, loyal to the teachings of the
Church,passionate in the work of evangelization and
steadfast amidst sufferings and even persecutions.
Another big challenge on our part as priests and
religious is that vocation to the priesthood and religious life in the Philippines is on the state of plateau if not tending to the descending state. Alarming is the fact that religious life has become the
last option for our young people who have many
choices. Making a difference is the challenge.“The
contradiction of the cross proclaims the infinite
wisdom of God”. We ought to make our priestly and
religious life attractive to the young people.May our
birthday gift to Jesus this Christmas be the offering
of ourselves to Him as passionate priests and religious and committed lay faithful in the service of
the Church for the greater glory of His Name.
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND HAVE A NEW
YEAR FULL OF COURAGE AND HOPE. GOD BLESS YOU.

two feasts—Holy Rosary and Immaculate
Conception. According to my Spanish
source, “esta este pueblo bajo la proteccion
de la gloriosa Virgin Maria, Senora nuestra
[i.e., del Santo Rosario], y a sus Inmaculada
Concepcion esta edificada su iglesia.” That
is to say, while the town of Guiuan was
placed under the protection of Our Lady of
the Rosary, yet the parish church itself was
dedicated to the Immaculate Conception.
[2] For another, we have, from a
liturgical point of view, to distinguish the
patron of the place from the saint to which
the church is dedicated. In many cases,
the patron of the place (or its protector)
and the saint to which the church is
dedicated are the same—for instance, the
patron of the “pueblo” or municipality of
Tubig [Taft], Eastern Samar is St James
the Greater, but when the stone church
was built, it was dedicated to the same

saint. Here, the patron (protector) of the
town and that saint in honor of which the
feast of the dedication of the church is
celebrated are identical.
However, in the case of Guiuan, it is
rather different because, when the town
was built, Our Lady of the Rosary was made
its patroness, but when the missionaries
built the stone church, they opted to
dedicate it to Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception. This explains why since the
beginning, all the people were involved
in the celebration of the feast of the Holy
Rosary, but not in the celebration of the
feast of the Immaculate Conception.
In short, the patroness of Guiuan is
Our Lady of the Rosary (first Sunday of
October) and none other; but the feast of
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception
(December 8) is always celebrated because
the parish church is dedicated to her.
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No room in the inn
‘TIS THE SEASON to be jolly despite the crass commercialism
and obligatory shopping. Nobody
wants to be a Grinch, but we all
know that we are very much
more consumers than citizens of
the kingdom. There are still vestiges of religious elements like
the Parols and Nativity sets in our
homes and Aguinaldo Masses in
our parish church that fittingly
remind us that we are celebrating something.
Hopefully, we remember
why. Hopefully, we don’t forget the reason for the season.
Some first world countries
have forgotten and still willingly forget the real reason of
this special season. For them
it is not a time to welcome the
birth of a Savior but designed
to run up credit cards and shop
till you drop.
Christmas is not just a day
or a season. It is a lifetime of
growth in holiness by generous giving of oneself. This is
the meaning of Christ’s nativity. The Son of God came to
dwell among us, to open for us
the doors of eternal life, to establish the community of faith,
the church, of which He is the
cornerstone. To awaken in us
a renewed appreciation of His

presence in our lives, if we only
open our hearts to Him.
But then again, how do we
let Christ enter our lives and
hearts when we are so full of
ourselves. “He came to His own
home and His own people received Him not” (Jn 1:11). Time
and again at Luke’s Infancy narrative the inn keeper’s voice
poignantly echoes “no room in
the inn” for our world tries to
take Christ out of Christmas. We
don’t have room for His way of
doing things for they don’t fit in
with our lifestyle of excess. Stay
in a stable with smelly animals?
Seriously? He could have made
better arrangements. Perhaps a
presidential suite.
We don’t want Him on the
throne of our homes because
we want to sit there ourselves.
We don’t want Him running our
lives for He is a thorn-in-theflesh. Despite being the most
authoritative religious leader
that set foot in this planet, he
was a persona non grata for the
religious leaders for He pricks
their conscience. He is also bad
for business. He was instrumental in drowning a herd of swine
in Mark 5:17. As expected, the
people of Gadara pleaded with
Him to depart their region.

There was no room for Him as
well in the heart of the young
ruler in Mark 10 for He was a
competition in the young man’s
lust for wealth.
Thus getting in the holiday
spirit may be a challenge for
some of us with insatiable
thirst for recognition and status-obsessed people. We may
not be reincarnation of Ebenezer Scrooge but we are no paragons of virtue either. We go on
with our self-indulgent lifestyle and occasionally throw
a few crumbs from our tables
to quite down the grumblings.
Some of us will surely feast on
plank loads of food and wade in
gravy come noche buena, while
many of our brethren will boil
stones for soup.
As one adage goes: civility is
the art of living with others, it
is also what we so terribly lack
in this country. No matter what
we do in life, how we climb
the ladder of success, we will
ultimately be remembered for
how we helped others less fortunate than ourselves.
We make room for a lot of
things that reveal our values
and priorities, or lack of it. How
can we avoid repeating the inn
keeper’s mistake?
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Colors and symbols of Christmas
in a home
MAN as a creature is to praise, worship, glorify and please his Creator.
His Creator’s humble coming through
His only Son to be with him for his salvation is worthy of all his exultation
expressed in thoughts, words and actions. His glorious songs of praises and
joy permeate the air, his actions show
happiness and love shared with his fellowmen.
These expressions are not enough
to contain his joy without symbols as
attractive reminders of the celebration
of the glorious season of His coming.
Christmas symbols in glittering
colors are seen in homes, offices ,
churches, business establishments,
streets and almost everywhere where
Christ is accepted as King.
We decorate our places with Christmas symbols: Christmas tree, lanterns,
Belen or the Nativity, bells, flowers,
lights and other glittering decorations
with common Christmas colors of red,
green, yellow, gold, silver and blue. But
why these symbols and colors?
We decorate sometimes just to follow a motif or a theme, just to be in
with the season, for display and for
appreciation of expression of art and
what is inspiring, we decorate for a
deeper meaning.
A family who refuses to be named
shares their meaning of these symbols
and colors of Christmas. This family decorates their big green Christmas tree with memorable stuffs and
locates it in the most conspicuous

place of their living room. Putting up the
Christmas tree is a special bonding moment for the whole family. Toys, flowers,
cards, balls, bells, angels, ribbons and
other decors of various shapes in Christmas colors are hanged with artistry and
creativity. At the top of the tree is a big
star with Christmas lights connected
with it coming down rounding the tree.
For them this Christmas tree symbolizes
their family.It is green because it is alive
with love. It is decoratedwith things that
show the different unique personalities
of the members of the family with colors
of red for love, green for hope, blue for
peace, gold for success, white and silver
for purity and yellow for enlightenment.
These colors remind them of what they
are and what they hope for. The big star
at the top of the tree point s to Jesus
Christ who reignsin their family giving
them life and light.
They have a big Sta. Claus near the
Christmas tree with wrapped gifts. Sta.
Claus is an instrument of the expression
of love which is sharing exemplified by
Christ by sharing His own life.
The family has a “Belen” or the Nativity, (baby Jesus in the manger with Mama
Mary, Joseph and the three kings with
shepherds and a big star with angels)
beautifully decorated in their altar reminding them to worship our King who
humbled Himself to be born in a manger
teaching them to live with humility for a
life pleasing to God.The altar is decorated with green garlands with red
BALIK-BALAY - A8

Voice of the Voiceless
Fr. Andiy Navidad Egargo

Image is Not Everything
EVERYONE has a story.
Personal stories do not only
tell us about the person; they
can make or break the person.
The best strategy, therefore,
is knowing how to tell a more
compelling
narrative,
the
story of your life. In human
societies,
the
popularity
and acceptability of a leader
sometimes largely depend on
the real or created narrative
surrounding the person. The
fabrication of this created (and
mostly exaggerated) life story
is big business; it is entrusted
to creative individuals, some of
whom are sometimes referred
to as “spin doctors”, whose
purpose is to influence simple
and
undiscerning
minds.
It does not come cheap, of
course. These spin doctors
are compensated with huge
amount of money and perks of
all kinds.
In Philippine politics, we
are replete with political
narratives. Estrada’s “Erap
Para sa Mahihirap”, Noynoy
Aquino’s “Tuwid na Daan”,
Duterte’s “Change is Coming”
and “Tapang at Malasakit”,
among others. The purpose
is simple–to communicate to
others what you want others
to know and think about you.
In other words, you are not
telling others exactly who you
are; you are rather presenting
an image of how you want to
be known.
Creating
a
good
and
convincing narrative is very
important because that is
how people get attracted
to an otherwise “unknown”

personality.
For
example,
Joseph Estrada’s “Erap para sa
Mahihirap” had a tremendous
impact
in
winning
the
presidency. He ate in the
streets with street children, he
drank with the in a squatter
area, he mingles with the
people in the market. People
saw an image of a popular,
handsome, wealthy movie
star who takes the side of the
poor. He was elected president.
His image as a sincere public
servant was reinforced by
his inaugural address with
“Walang kaibigan, walang
kumpare, walang kamag-anak”.
Of course, he would eventually
be deposed and convicted of
plunder. But the point is, his
narrative was so convincing
that he overwhelmingly won
the presidency in 1998.
This is, then, the challenge
for us. We need to be observant
and critical. We should be able
to distinguish the imagefrom
the reality. The best way to
check whether the image
matches reality is a process
called verification. Image can
be deceiving because image
is not everything. Sometimes
the image is used to cover up
the limitations, weaknesses,
and failures of the reality it
represents. A person’s created
narrative might project the
image of a relentless hero. It
could happen, however, that the
“hero image” is actually a farce.
For example, the heroic image
of Joseph “Erap” Estrada as propoor (Erap para sa Mahihirap)
and as someone who has the
country’s interest more than

his family’s or friends’ (Walang
kaibigan, walang kumpare,
walang
kamag-anak)
was
proven to be nothing more
but an image when he was
convicted of plunder.
The great political divide
happening in our country
today is largely a product of
idolizing an image of a modernday hero who would save the
Philippines from poverty, and
crime, and corruption, and
many other concerns that ail
the country. Majority of the
supporters of these images of
the hero-figures do not bother
at all in distinguishing image
from reality. They keep on
brandishing the greatness of
the image of their hero even
if reality proves otherwise. It
becomes a battle of “we-areright-and-you-are-wrong”.
There is the unwillingness
to verify the authenticity of
the image accompanied by
violent reaction when the
image is attacked. As a result,
these image-obsessed fanatics
become incapable of objective
and intelligent discourse
because there is no desire to
unravel the truth. For them
public discourse is a process
of attacking and not a process
of creating shared meaning.
It is time to demythologize
the image of the hero we
idolize. Maybe it’s time to admit
that the image of our “hero”
was brought to life through a
created false narrative. Image
is not everything. Let us not
defend the image; let us not
fight for an illusion, let us rather
defend the truth.

Points to Ponder
Atty. Ceferino Baquilod, Jr.

My Christmas Wishlist
THE first word that comes to mind
when I think of my Christmas Wishlist,
is PEACE.
I decided to have each of the letters
of PEACE represent something we all
can relate to and wish for.
P stands for Peace, specially for those
in Midanao and other rebel/terrorist
infested areas. I wish for them to have
a peaceful Christmas. May they feel
the love of Christ, whose birth we are
celebrating. Those of us outside those
troubled places, should be grateful
for the peace we enjoy around us. We
should seriously reflect on how blessed
we are for being spared of the tragedies,
pains and challenges experienced by
those in war-torn Marawi and nearby
villages. We also wish for peace in areas
where there are insurgent attacks.
With the President’s recent declaration
of CCP/NPA as a terrorist group, more
deaths and bloodshed are expected. To
quote Bayan Muna Rep. Zarate, ‘darker
days are ahead’. Peace be with all of us!
Economic progress would be my
next wish. We have read conflicting
reports on how our country is doing
economically. Some reports say, we
are currently among the world’s
fastest growing economies. On the
other hand it has been reported too
that the Philippine peso is ‘Asia’s
worst performing currency’. Economic
experts say that the continuing
depreciation of our currency can lead
to higher inflation rates, since we
import many of our necessities.

Angels come to mind, as I ponder
on things of Christmas. Angels are
our guardians and we need them
to help and protect us, especially in
trying times. Angels do not need to be
spiritual. They can be the kind persons
we encounter in our daily lives. They
are real persons who are there to help
us out in times of need. Christmas is an
opportune time to thank our angels. I
wish we all can remember the angels of
our lives and express to them, in words
and deeds, our gratitude for what they
have done to us.
C stands for Christ, the reason for
the season. A lot of times we tend
to forget the real reason why we are
celebrating Christmas. We become
more focused and concerned with
material things like shopping, parties,
decorations, gift wrapping, and so
many others. I have nothing against
all of these activities because they are
part and parcel of the celebration and
excitement of Christmas. I just wish
for all of us to bear in mind at all times
that we do all these for Him and for
His greater glory.
E is for Epiphany. This is the
celebration of the arrival of the 3
wise men who brought gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh, to Baby Jesus.
I wish that sooner than later, some
anointed wise men and leaders will
arrive in our country to bring in ‘gifts’
that will result in real long lasting
solutions to country’s our problems.
Merry Christmas to everyone!
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MARIAL LAW - A2
The bishop also warned that the
extension is “conditioning the
minds” of the people that martial
law is alright and normal.
“Authoritarianism is creeping surreptitiousness among us—unless
we react and say ‘do we really need
it?’” said Pabillo.
“We cannot remain silent in front
of the machinations of Congress
who are acting not as representative of the people but of the one in
power. Congress can no longer be
trusted that they serve the interest
of the people,” he said.
‘No need for martial law’
Earlier, two other bishops in
Mindanao voiced opposition to the
martial law extension.
Archbishop Antonio Ledesma of
Cagayan de Oro said that another
year of military rule could affect
the business environment in the
region.
“Martial law will only affect the

VIOLENCE- A2
economic standing of Mindanao.
There are less investors because of
that,” he said.
The Jesuit prelate said the security
concerns of the government should
be handled by the “normal” police
and military system. “There is no
need for martial law,” he said.
Bishop Edwin dela Peña of Marawi
also stressed the need to hear the
voices of the Maranao people on
martial law.
He said that if it had to be extended
based on the assessment of the
military, it should be limited to
areas of tension like Marawi to
facilitate the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the city.
“But the people of Marawi themselves should be asked, not me, what
is of their best interest,” he said.
“As Duyog Marawi, our mission is
to accompany the Maranao and
be a supporter to their struggles.
Theirs is the power to make the
decisions,” Dela Peña said. (Roy
Lagarde / CBCPNews)

BALIK-BALAY - A7
Christmas balls because the
coming of Christ gives life because
of love, for He himself is love that
makes the world go round.
They have Christmas bells
hanged on their door, reminding
them to worship and give thanks to
the Lord for His birth with the rest
of the community in the church or
with their fellowmen.
They have three lanterns in their
porch, to remind them and to tell
everyone that Jesus Christ is in
their home. There are two small
ones, yellow and blue and one
big red at the middle. Why these
colors? The red middle lantern
tells about the loving presence of

Christ in their home, the yellow
one tells of the light of Christ that
guides the family and the blue one
tells of the color of the sky because
up there is the aim of the whole
family for eternity.
Other families may have other
meaning for the symbols and colors
of Christmas or others just decorate
Christmas for the sake of it.
Wishing and hoping that the
symbols and colors of Christmas
bring the message of the birth of
Christ on Earth which is love that
all in our homes and the whole
world celebrate with joy and peace!
Happy birthday Jesus and Merry
Christmas to one and all!

urged the government to stop its
“security forces” from lodging
attacks against church leaders and
workers.
“Nassa demands the government
to stop its security forces from
acts of violence on church people
who commit themselves to serve
and work with the poor towards
empowerment and development,”
said its head Archbishop Rolando
Tria Tirona.
The prelate stressed that as long
as the government only serves the
few, “conflict of interest” may push
the institution to attack anyone
who works for social justice.
“Church
people
are
only

complementing the government’s
task in promoting, defending, and
fulfilling the human rights of the
Filipinos for common good,” he said.
The archbishop’s statement
came more than a week after
the cold-blooded murder of Fr.
Marcelito “Tito” Paez in Jaen town,
Nueva Ecija by still unidentified
gunmen.
The Dec. 4 attacks occurred
hours after Paez, a coordinator
of the Rural Missionaries of the
Philippines in Central Luzon,
facilitated the release of a political
prisoner in Cabanatuan City.
Government critics believe the
priest was executed by government

security forces because of his
advocacy.
“For the sake of justice and rule
of law, Nassa calls upon the Duterte
government to conduct a thorough
investigation of the incident and
arrest of the perpetrators to give
justice for the death of Fr. Tito,”
Tirona added.
Militant groups said at least two
religious leaders were killed in the
country since last week.
Last Dec. 3, Pastor Lovelito
Quiñones of the King’s Glory
Ministry was killed in Mindoro
by a police regional mobile force
because of his alleged link to the
New People’s Army. (CBCPNews)

actually they do not know what
really to follow, what is good and
which is bad,” he said.

a mindset, Ibarreta added, also
learns to keep the Church at an
arm’s length.
“Unfortunately, post modernity
has taught young people to view
the Christian tradition with
suspicion, to see it not as an aid
to living a happy life, but as an
oppressive, restrictive force that
prevents them from discovering
the meaning of existence and
charting the course of their life,” he
explained.
Such a perception, said the
priest, soon proves detrimental
to a young person’s personal
development and growth.
“This outlook cuts off the young
generation from the very source
that help us flourish. Whatever the
case maybe our youth must know
that they have been cheated!,” he
stressed. (Nirva’ana Delacruz /
CBCPNews)

YOUTH- A2
youth who are grounded [on] their
deepest identity as Christians” go
on to give up personal ambitions to
become missionaries or pastoral
workers, he admits there are “a
lot more young people [who] are
at a [loss with regard to] their true
identity.”
“They try to become a person the
materialistic and individualistic
world has enticed them to
become,” observed Licuanan, who
runs a vlog called “Catechism on
the Go.”
The
priest
believes
an
overexposure to media is the
culprit behind young people’s
shaky sense of self.
“….They are confused [about]
who they really are. Media has
bombarded them with so many
images, and they happen so fast,
they lose their self identity. That’s
why we speak of ‘new normal,’ but

Victims of relativism
Fr. Osias Ibarreta of the Diocese
of Tarlac goes deeper by tracing
the hand of relativism to which
young people have fallen prey.
“Every age has its bullies.
Today’s youth experiences a
new kind of bullying called the
dictatorship of relativism. It does
not recognize anything definitive,
its goal consists of ego and desires,”
explained the priest.
According to him, the idea that
there is no absolute truth, that each
individual decides for himself what
is true, what is right and wrong, can
easily corrupt how young people
see themselves and others.
The young person with such
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Manicani residents fold camp at
DENR after dialogue with Cimatu
QUEZON City, December 19, 2017—The
Philippine Misereor Partnership Inc. (PMPI),
welcomes the positive outcome of the
dialogue between Secretary Roy Cimatu of
DENR and Protect Manicani Island Society
Inc. (PROMISI) last December 11, 2017.
In assuring the members of PROMISI
that the island is already protected by law
and by promising support to livelihood and
rehabilitation of the island, campers decided
to fold the camp and head back home to bring
the good news to the islanders for Christmas.
The dialogue, facilitated by the Bishop
Crispin Varquez of the Diocese of Borongan
took place a month after PROMISI started
camping out in front of the DENR gates
adding pressure for the dialogue to happen.
Marcial Somooc, President of PROMISI,
stressed that “...while the Secretary has not
issued an official document in agreement
with our demands, we hold his words during
the dialogue that the DENR recognizes
Manicani Island as part of the Guiuan
Protected Area. This is a Christmas present
that we will bring back to our family and
communities.”
In 1994, two years after the issuance of
the contested and now expired MPSA of
Hinatuan Mining Corporation (HMC), Guiuan,
Eastern Samar was declared a Protected
Seascape/Landscape through Presidential
Proclamation 469 issued by then President
Fidel V. Ramos. The said HMC MPSA was also
suspended by DENR in 2002 and was never
lifted since.
Rebecca Destajo, stated that, “After 25
years of struggle against HMC’s mining
operations, this is just the beginning of our
victory. Despite the many obstacles and
hindrances that came our way, let this day
be a happy one to mark our victory against
destructive mining. The DENR Secretary’s
words do not totally guarantee protection
of our island but his recognition of it as a
protected area is a good start.” She thanked
all the support groups for the unwavering
commitment to their cause.
Mr. Fedelino Atrejenio of United Manicani
Residents in Metro Manila urged his fellow
Manicanians, “Not to lose hope. That in
going home, they bring with them the
promise of DENR Sec. Cimatu that he will
protect the island since it’s already part of

Manicani residents folding their camp and belongings as they end their encampment outside DENR Central Office in Quezon City. (Photo by Jerico Catalla/PMPI)

a protected area”.
With support from various groups, the
PROMISI had been calling for the nonrenewal of Hinatuan Mining Corporation’s
(HMC)
Mineral
Production
Sharing
Agreement (MPSA); ban on any new mining
permit covering Manicani Island; upholding
of the NIPAS Law which includes Manicani
Island; and the Ban on Open-Pit Mining
issued last year by DENR.
On the other hand, the Concerned Citizens
of Sta. Cruz (CCOS), also a group whose
hometown of Sta. Cruz in Zambales is
besieged by six mining companies of which
four MPSAs were already suspended by DENR
joined SAMAMO/PROMISI’s encampment
last November 30. The group’s leader Dr. Ben
Molino said they will continue encampment
in front of DENR until the agency upholds the

suspension orders and refrain from issuing
permits that allow nickel ore transport.
Fr. Juderick Calumpiano, Social Action
Director of the Diocese of Borongan and
Co-Convenors Committee member of PMPI
was invited by PROMISI to officiate a sendoff mass prior to folding up the camp. In his
homily he said, “Those little victories were
made possible because of God’s presence.
We are mere instruments of God’s fight for
the environment.” He reminded everyone to
stay faithful to God despite their difficulties.
He ended the mass by stating a quote that he
said can be found at the airport in Tacloban,
“If you think the environment is less
important than the economy, inhale, hold
your breath and count your money.”
“The people of Manicani, have already
staked their lives for many years just to

see their community free from mining.
Now, they return home bringing with them
the hope that no mining company will
ever set foot on their island again. Their
next challenge is to reclaim their land and
rehabilitate it as well as to unite and heal
the wounds of division in the island. With
these developments, Christmas indeed has
become more meaningful especially for
the campers” said Yoly Esguerra, National
Coordinator of PMPI. (PMPI News)
(The Philippine-Misereor Partnership Inc.
(PMPI) is an advocacy and social development
network of peoples’ organizations (POs) and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
church/faith-based groups and Misereor,
the overseas development agency of the
Catholic Church in Germany based in Aachen,
Germany.)

power” that could “destroy” his priestly
ministry, the Church, and the people’s faith.
“We must constantly be aware against
being enslaved to these three things
because I’m sure that these will destroy our
priesthood,” Varquez added.
The bishop said that the ordination is
also “timely” as the Church gears up for the
2018 Year of the Clergy and Consecrated
Persons.
The celebration is part of the local
Church’s nine-year “spiritual journey” that
started in 2013 towards the 500th Jubilee
of Christianization of the Philippines with a

catechetical theme for each year.
Homonhon is the spot where Portugese
explorer Ferdinand Magellan and his men
first landed in the Philippines and took a
weeklong respite on March 16, 1521.
Some theorists even claim that the first
Mass may have been celebrated in the
island.
The Philippine government, however,
declared Limasawa, an island off the nearby
province of southern Leyte, as the site of
the first Mass on March 31.
Pading, 30, grew up in Casuguran, one of
the eight barangays comprising the island,

where he spent his elementary years before
going to Borongan for his minor and college
seminary formation.
Although his parents are originally from
Guiuan, they moved to Homonhon because
his mother works as a teacher, while his
father is a utility worker at a hospital there.
On December 15, Fr. Pading is schedule to
celebrate his first Mass of thanksgiving in
Homonhon.
“I praise God with humble heart while
praying that I could be a gift also to His
people,” he said. (Roy Lagarde with reports
from Alren Jerome Beronio)

HISTORIC - A1
said. “I do not claim as the first priest from
Homonhon but I’m thankful to the Lord
for sharing His very self, especially His
priesthood.”
In his homily, Bishop Varquez spoke of
the joy that should come in assisting others
to understand and follow God’s teachings.
“We have to be happy in proclaiming
the Good News. If you’re not happy in
proclaiming the Gospel you will be for
other pleasure that you will regret later on,”
he said.
The prelate also admonished Fr. Pading
of the “material possessions, pleasure and

EASTERN SAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
(ESAMELCO)
Borongan, Eastern Samar

ESAMELCO 40th Founding Anniversary Activities:
RUN FOR POWER and ZUMBA

MUSIKAHAN 2017
Battle of the Band Winners:

1st Prize: Circuit Breakers Band - Borongan City (96%)
2nd Prize: Straight Circle Band - Can-avid (95%)
3rd Prize: Bay-boo band - Borongan City (94%)
Consolation: S-Play Band - Borongan City (93%)
Consolation: Xtreme Band - Quinapondan (91%)
Consolation: Star Apple Band - Maydolong (88%)

Solo Instrumental Competition Winners:
1st Prize: Julien Fabe Basilia
2nd Prize: Dale Delos Santos
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How to celebrate Christmas CHRISTMAS
lightly during the Year of the M E S S A G E
Clergy and Consecrated Persons 2017
By Rev E B Belizar, Jr., SThD
1. DO not give any more special treatment to priests or
religious persons than you would give anyone else. They
might think something is wrong with them.
2. Do not give them gifts of any kind. Just be as kind to them
as they try to be to you. That is enough gift.
3. Yes, the priest is a servant leader. But, please, this has
nothing to do with knowing nothing about house work.
4. When you sing Christmas carols at rectories or convents,
please insist on being issued receipts for the number of songs
sung. If you are asked why, say it’s because of the NFS (New
Fooling-around System) of the diocese.
5. Do not be surprised when, during similar carolling
occasions, you are asked to donate instead of being given
money or gifts. Remember priests and religious are obliged to
remind people that Christmas is about giving, not receiving.
6. Please do not blame your parish priests or the nuns in
your parish for the fate of the Holy Family on Christmas Eve,
as though they are guilty of not booking them at an inn in
advance. The crib in church does not indicate negligence or
mistreatment by them of the Holy Family.
7. There is no truth to the wild accusation that some
priests are more configured to Christ than others because it
is harder to figure out their homilies.
8. Show your appreciation for the priests celebrating the
“Misas de Aguinaldo” with you. The last word of that phrase
does not necessarily tell you how but might give a hint at
something always appreciated.
9. Treat priests and consecrated persons as reminders that
our lives are sacred and must be treated sacred. Otherwise,
we should be scared of the consequences.
10. The key to staying happy with your priests and
consecrated persons is to always pray for them. The more
you pray for them, the less you will complain about their
faults. We become less judgmental by turning to the real
Judge of us all.
11. Laugh with your priests and religious. Yes, even at their
expense. Cultivate a sense of humor with them because, if
not, a sense of rumor wouldn’t be far behind.
12. Praise God, we have a good-looking bishop. But do
not love any less the priests and religious who are not as

HA butnga han mga kahadlok
ug kabaraka tungod han mga
kalamidad nga sunod-sunod nga
inabot ha aton, diri mapupukan
an aton paglaum ug pagtoo dida
han Ginoo. Waray bagyo o baha
nga makakapaluya han makusog
nga pagsarig dida kan Kristo.

good-looking. After all, they can always say that bishops are
principles of unity, not standards of beauty.
13. Participate well in your parish church’s prayers and
liturgy. God is certainly much more deserving of your
presence and voice than the beer house or joints for karaoke
or videoke. Those places of entertainment would do well
without you temporarily but without God’s action there
wouldn’t be any you—now and eternally.
14. Always remember that priests and religious are human.
That is a fact, not an excuse. It explains why some of them do
not sing or speak well nor are as talented as the others. But it
also should keep them from making demands that are simply
“out of this world”.
15. Thank God for your priests and religious. In the same
way, thank God that not all are priests and religious.

Yana nga nagsasaurog kita han
pagkatawo han Diosnon nga
Bata, labi na gud nga ginpapadig-on an aton pagtoo han Dios
tungod kay kinikita naton an Iya
dako nga gugma ha aton. Iya kita
ginpatapud nga diri kita niya babayaan. Hiya an aton Emmanuel.
(Mt. 1:23)
Malipayon nga Pasko ug mainuswagon nga bag-o nga tuig nga
puno hin paglaum! Bendisyonan
kamo han Dios.
+Crispin B. Varquez, D.D.
Obispo han Borongan
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Christmas Cribs in Church
By Fr. Edward McNamara
THERE is not a great deal of what could be
deemed “magisterium” on the Christmas
crib. Many Church traditions are customary
and are not manifested in official norms.
There are, however, some official guidelines that manifest Church thinking on this
subject. On the universal level the Directory on Popular Piety has some pertinent
indications which emphasize its importance in the family and indirectly show
that placing the crib in the church is perfectly acceptable.
Thus, No. 104 states:
“The Crib
As is well known, in addition to the representations of the crib found in churches
since antiquity, the custom of building cribs
in the home was widely promoted from the
thirteenth century, influenced undoubtedly by St. Francis of Assisi’s crib in Greccio.
Their preparation, in which children play a
significant role, is an occasion for the members of the family to come into contact with
the mystery of Christmas, as they gather for
a moment of prayer or to read the biblical
accounts of the Lord’s birth.”
This is corroborated by No. 111:

“At Midnight Mass, an event of major liturgical significance and of strong resonance in popular piety, the following could
be given prominence: […]
“– at the end of Mass, the faithful could be
invited to kiss the image of the Child Jesus,
which is then placed in a crib erected in the
church or somewhere nearby.”
From this document we can glean that
not only is there no rule against placing the
Nativity scene inside a church, but that it is
a long-standing custom to do so.
Although paintings, mosaics and relievos
have depicted the Nativity from ancient
times, it is possible that one of the earliest
representations of a crib was a chapel built
by Pope Sixtus III (432-440) as a representation of the cave of Bethlehem. This tiny
chapel, now completely lost, was adjunct to
the Basilica of St. Mary Major, whose construction was initiated by the same Pope.
The relics believed to be of the original
manger were first placed in this chapel in
the seventh century and are now found below the basilica’s main altar.
Although they have no legal authority
outside of the United States, the U.S. bishops’ conference guidelines on church buildings “Built of Living Stones” makes some
sensible suggestions on this topic that can

be applied everywhere. To wit:
“124. Plans for seasonal decorations
should include other areas besides the
sanctuary. Decorations are intended to
draw people to the true nature of the mystery being celebrated rather than being
ends in themselves. Natural flowers, plants,
wreaths and fabric hangings, and other seasonal objects can be arranged to enhance
the primary liturgical points of focus. The
altar should remain clear and free-standing, not walled in by massive floral displays
or the Christmas crib, and pathways in the
narthex, nave, and sanctuary should remain clear.
“128. Objects such as the Advent wreath,
the Christmas crib, and other traditional
seasonal appointments proportioned to
the size of the space and to the other furnishings can enhance the prayer and understanding of the parish community.”
Other bishops’ conferences might have
issued similar guidelines which should always be taken into account.
In setting up the crèche, therefore, care
must be taken to locate it in such a manner
that it does not impede the altar or produce an obstacle to movements, while at
the same time making it easily accessible
for devotional visits. (Zenit)
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Q &A on faith
matters
By Fr. Euly Belizar, Jr.
Q: Why do we celebrate Christmas?
A: Christmas is a contraction of ‘Christ’ and
‘Mass’. This means the Eucharistic celebration that focuses on the birth of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, of the Virgin Mary, on the midnight of December 24. In a larger view Christmas is a celebration of God’s Son becoming a
human being or the ‘Incarnation’. There are
three reasons behind this (see Catechism of
the Catholic Church, nn. 458-460). One, for
us human beings to know God’s love. “God so
loved the world that he gave us his only Son,
so that those who believe in him may not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16). Two,
Jesus becomes human to be for humans their
model of wholeness, holiness. “I am the way,”
Jesus declares, “and the truth, and the life”
(Jn 14:6). Three, Jesus the Word became flesh
so that humans who are of flesh may share
in God’s life. “Through Christ,” St. Peter says,
“we become partakers in the divine nature”
(2 Peter 1:4). Christmas is therefore beyond
the materialistic and commercial considerations we see during the ‘ber’ months. As the
sensible ones put it, “Jesus is the reason for
the season.”
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Art exhibit features plight of
Manicani residents Vs mining
QUEZON
CITY,
December
9,
2017–An art installation entitled
“IMAHEGRASYON” will be on display
at the National Science Complex lobby
in UP, Diliman featuring the plight of
Manicani residents as they continue
their protest in front of the DENR
Central office against open-pit mining.
The art installation explores the
many ways in which notions of
voluntary and forced migrations
of people are traced, located and
negotiated. Used clothing, slippers
and other material objects used by
Manicani residents in their journey
from Manicani Island in Eastern
Samar to Quezon City are included
and arranged on the floor of the
gallery which serve as markers of
transit and symbolize the movement
of people from one place to another.
“Some choose to move out from their
homes for better opportunities while
there are others who are forced to flee
due to war or famine and some move
because of environmental threats
bringing with them a few belongings.
In the case of Manicani residents, they
do not carry many possessions with
them and do not have a clear idea of
when they may finally go back, and
these are the issues I want to present
in this work” artist, Geri Matthew
Carretero said.
Philippine Misereor Partnership
Incorporated
(PMPI)
expressed
support in the art installation and
calls on President Duterte to uphold
the ban on the open-pit method of
mining for copper, gold, silver, and
complex ores in the country through
the DENR issued Administrative
Order No. 2017-10.
“This exhibit is another great way to
tell a chapter of Manicani’s long struggle
against mining. As communities
such as Manicani continue to suffer
from mining, we remain hopeful that
Secretary Cimatu of DENR comply with
the President’s directive and implement
the ban on open pit mining.” added Ms.
Yoly Esguerra, National Coordinator of
PMPI.

The work also highlights a variety
of issues and concerns that represent
other displaced groups such as the
struggle of urban poor communities
in Bulacan and Tondo for free housing,
the internal displacement of Maranaos
who involuntary fled their city due to
war, and the Lumads who are forced to
evacuate as military forces search for

NPA members and sympathizers in their
communities.
“The identities, experiences and
collective memories of the plight of
displaced groups and individuals
are muted by institutions and those
in power. This work will tell their
stories about refuge, political and
environmental turmoil, territorial

struggle, compassion and hope”
Carretero further added.
The installation is part of a class
exhibit “Unwrapped”, which features
6 artists under the Master of Fine Arts
Program of the UP College of Fine Arts,
Diliman. The exhibit is open from 7am
to 5pm and will run from December
8-15, 2017. (PMPI)

Tender Notice
Contract title:			
Provision of Hospitality Services
Project code:			PHLZ000018
Tender number:			PHLC000037
Procedure:			
Open National
Location:			
#53 Hospital Village, Guiuan, Eastern Samar, Philippines
Contracting Authority:		

Člověk v tísni, o.p.s. (People in Need, hereinafter PIN)
entered in the Register of Non-profit Organizations administered by the Municipal Court in Prague, Volume O, File 119
With its registered office at: Šafaříkova 635/24, 120 00 Prague 2
ID: 257 55 277
Local Office Address: #53 Hospital Village, Guiuan Eastern Samar
Represented by: Pavel Muron

I. SCOPE OF TENDER

d)

Qualified tender offers (bids) are sought from competent contractors registered with concerned Government agencies of
the Republic of the Philippines for the following services until December 2019.
……………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………….………………..
•
To provide package of hospitality services stipulated below in:
LOT 1: Quinapondan, Eastern Samar
LOT 2: Llorente, Eastern Samar
LOT 3: Borongan, Eastern Samar
•
Provide a conducive venue for trainings, seminars and other work related gatherings, which allows to accommodate
and refresh at least 20 participants.
Tender is divided into 3 LOTs according to area, which must be covered. Each tender participant can take part either in 1 or
more lots. Please, indicate in price quotation to which LOT your offer is covered.

e)

1.

Payment:
The payment of service will be in a monthly basis, within 10 days after submission of billing statement or charge invoice to
PIN.
Tender Prices:
All prices must be indicated in Philippine Peso (PhP) currency only. Prices has to include VAT and other payable taxes.
Prices quoted by the tenderer shall be fixed during the initial 6 months ofterm of the contract and not subject to variation
on any account.After period of 6 months, the fixed price in the contract will be checked if it is still competetive. If it is found
out that the market price fell by more than 15 %, PIN has to right to organise a new tender or negotiate a discount with the
current supplier corresponding to the change in the market prices.
Tender Quotation Form:
The tenderer shall provide their own tender quotation form, indicating the price, technical details and services. For each LOT
offered, one quotation form should be filled. PIN shall decide the winning tenderer and LOTs for contract.

They or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them have been the subject of a
judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money
laundering or any other illegal activity, where such illegal activity is detrimental to the EU’s financial interests;
f)
Following another procurement procedure or grant award procedure financed by PIN or donor of the project, they have
been declared to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply with their contractual obligations
g)
They do engage in the employment of children, disrespect basic social rights and working conditions based on
international labour standards
h)
They have engaged in the trafficking in persons and have provided any support (direct or indirect) of terrorism,
including the financing of terrorism, or transactions with persons connected with terrorism.
i)
They are currently subject to an administrative penalty imposed by donor or have been listed by the donor as ineligible
for participation in award procedures financed by donor´s money.
Points (a) to (d) do not apply to the purchase of supplies on particularly advantageous terms from either a supplier which
is definitively winding up its business activities, or the receivers or liquidators of a bankruptcy, through an arrangement
with creditors, or through a similar procedure under national law.
Tenderers shall declare they are in none of the situations listed above by the signature of Sworn Statement form.
2.
Bids of tenderers shall be disqualified from the tender who, during the procurement procedure:
a)
tenderer is subject to a conflict of interest;
b)

tenderer has not stated true facts or has misinterpreted information required by PIN, or fails to provide timely such
information or to provide required documents stated by PIN as condition for participation in the tender;

c)

tenderer does not meet the PIN qualification criteria or requirements stipulated in the tender documentation.

V. CANCELLATION OF THE TENDER
PIN may cancel the announced tender or not conclude contract with the winning tenderer in the following cases:

Planned duration of the contract:
The contract duration will be until December 31, 2019. During this period the contract can be terminated with one-month
notice period without any reason or in case one of the parties will not meet the condition specified in the contract, the
contract can be terminated immediately.
Extra Services:
The Tenderer shall specify in its offer any extra services not specified hereandafter, if any such as transportation of guests,
availability of projector, sound sytem and other equipments which it would be included in the offered price. The tenderer can
offer more than one LOT, so the LOT can be used for pricing with or without Extra Services.

Case

Procedure

a)

PIN has not received any bid, or none of the bids
received was qualitatively and/or financially
worthwhile or all the bids received have been
disqualified from the tender

PIN has the right to cancel tender and launch
simplified procedure with a single tenderer

b)

Major discrepancies have been found in
the Tender Notice or other supporting
documentation of the tender;

PIN has the right to cancel tender and announce a
new tender

c)

Serious circumstances have occurred during the
tender which prevent PIN to continue the tender

PIN has the right to cancel tender and launch
simplified procedure with a single tenderer

d)

Only one bid, complying with the tender
conditions, has been submitted

PIN has the right to cancel tender and launch
simplified procedure with a single tenderer

e)

The winning tenderer refuse to sign contract
with PIN, have not stated true facts in their bid
or their bid is at dumping price or otherwise
jeopardizes free competition in the market (e.g.
forbidden supplier agreements, cartels, abuse of
the leading position in the market).

PIN has the right to cancel tender or to accept a bid
of the tenderer who ranked as the second best or
at other rank in the tender

II. TENDERING
1.

2.

3.

Tender documentation with detailed instructions for tenderers and forms to be filled by the tenderers can be obtained
from the PIN Office at #53 Hospital Village, Guiuan, Eastern Samar between 9.00 a.m. 4.30 p.m. during working days
before January 23, 2018 or upon request via email marfred.albesa@peopleinneed.cz / pavel.muron@peopleinneed.
cz. Tender forms and instructions included in tender documentation must be strictly followed otherwise the tender offer
might be excluded.
If any of the Tenderers requires any clarification relating to the tender, such question should be sent to PIN by e-mail to
the following e-mail address: pavel.muron@people inneed.cz If PIN answers the question, all other Tenderers will be
copied the answer. Communication will be held through e-mail.
To ensure that PIN could copy the answer to all tenderers, all Tenderers are advised to send their e-mail contacts to the
above-specified PIN e-mail address, or otherwise ensure that PIN knows their contact details.
In case the Tenderer does not inform PIN about corresponding e-mail address PIN will send the copy of the answer to
any e-mail address available to PIN from public sources and then the Tenderer cannot claim that they/it did not know the
same information as other Tenderers.
Questions could be answered only until January 22, 2018. PIN does not guarantee that all questions will be answered.
Tender offers should not be dispatched before expiry of the period for questions under the preceding point II. 2. of this
notice - if the Tenderer dispatches the tender offer before expiry of that period they/it cannot claim that they/it did not
know all information as other Tenderers.
Sealed Tender offers have to be submitted to PIN or sent by registered post to reach the PIN office before closing date and
time: January 22, 2018 to following address: #53 Hospital Village, Guiuan, Eastern Samar/ to following email address:
pavel.muron@peopleinneed.cz or marfred.albesa@peopleinneed.cz
Bids received after the closing date & time will not be considered.

4.

Each Tenderer shall submit only one Tender offer, either individually or as a partner in a joint venture. A Tenderer who
submits or participates in more than one Tender offer will be disqualified from the Tender.

5.

Sealed envelope with PIN address should be marked with the following text:
“Provision of hospitality services”
“DO NOT OPEN BEFORE January 24, 2018-10:00am”

6.

Envelope opening session will be held on January 24 10:01 am, 2018 in People in Need Office, #53 Hospital Village,
Guiuan, Eastern Samar and the tenderers or their authorized representatives are invited to be present at the envelope
opening.

3.
4.

To accept or reject the tender is the responsibility of the Tender Committee, decision of which shall be final.
Each tenderer must meet and properly prove the following qualification criteria with relevant documentation
 Authorisation to engage in business activities and documents
-Business Permit
-BIR Certification
-Mayor’s Permit
-DTI Certification
-Fire Safety Certificate
-Copy of Official Receipt
 Experience in implementation of similar services - to be proven by description of experiences along with references.
 Submission of price quotation with detailed rates and specifications of services for accommodation and food
according conditions stipulated in Article I. Scope of Tender
The tender evaluation committee will evaluate and award the contract on the basis of the following selection criteria

Price
Selection method (selection criteria evaluation):
• Price (100%)
Price is the only evaluation criterion. The winning tenderer shall be the tenderer who has submitted the lowest price offer.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

VI.
1.

The Tenderer shall bear all costs associated with the preparation and submission of the Tender, and PIN will in no case
be responsible or liable for such costs.

2.

Tender offer must remain valid for the period of 60 days from the date of closing unless withdrawn in writing before the
close of tenders.

3.

The contract is concluded with the winning tenderer. Should the winning tenderer fail to provide to PIN the necessary
cooperation to conclude the contract within the period of 30 days upon the tender results notice, PIN can further
negotiate with the second best tenderer that shall be considered the winning tenderer. Should they fail to conclude the
contract with the second best tenderer within 15 days following the notice, PIN is allowed to cancel the tender. Notice of
results shall be deemed the third day following the day of dispatch of the tender results notice.

4.

Tender offer (bid submitted by the tenderer) shall consist of the following documents:





III. SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA
1.
2.

They have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the payment of taxes in
accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which they are established or those of the Czech Republic


5.

Price quotation
Signed Sworn Eligibility Statement
Details of services
Copy of the following documents:
-Business Permit
-BIR Certification
-Mayor’s Permit
-DTI Certification
-Fire Safety Certificate
-Copy of Official Receipt
References confirming the experience in performing similar projects, company fact sheet

PIN reserves the right to cancel the tender without giving any reason
VII. OTHER CONDITIONS

In case additional services would prove to be necessary for finalization of the activity for which this tender is published, PIN
reserves the right to procure them from the winner of this tender under a negotiated procedure on the basis of a single tender
if the potential extension of the contract for a value and duration wouldn´t exceed the value and the duration of the initial
contract awarded under this tender.
Tenderers will be notified about the results of the tender via e-mail within 3 working days after the termination of the tender.

IV. EXCLUSION AND DISQUALIFICATION
a)
b)
c)

1.
PIN shall exclude from the tender any bid of a tenderer falling into any of the following cases:
They are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the courts, have entered into an
arrangement with creditors, have suspended business activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning those matters,
or are in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;
They or persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control over them have been convicted of an
offence concerning their professional conduct by a judgement that has the force of res judicata;
They have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means that the contracting authority can justify;

Tender Notice version 2015_0701

List of Annexes:
Annex 1 – Sworn Eligibility Statement

………………………………. 					……………………………….
On behalf of People In Need 				

Date

People In Need, #53Hospital Village, Guiuan, Eastern Samar
Tel.: (+420) 226 200 400, fax: (+420) 226 200 401, e-mail: mail@peopleinneed.cz
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A day for the poor
By Sarah Noonan
THIS past May, I was blessed and honored
to be able to travel to South Korea with the
Oikos Sisters to have an immersion/retreat
with a Catholic congregation called Kkottongnae through the generosity and support
of the Diocese of Borongan. There we attended the “Love in Action” school that taught
the importance of loving and caring for everyone, especially those who could never repay the generosity shown them, namely the
poor, disabled and elderly. We participated in
a festival in honor of the poor and homeless
of Seoul called the Pumba Festival.
The Holy Spirit struck straight to the
hearts of the Oikos Sisters and, almost immediately upon returning home, they began
planning their own festival for the poorest
of the poor here in Borongan, a barrio fiesta
called “Adlaw Han Mga Kablas.”
The Oikos Sisters were founded out of a
need they saw to help the poor. In 2018 they
will celebrate their 20th anniversary! Since
their inception, they have been caring for the
poor in countless ways. What we participated
in with Kkottongnae was a celebration of and
for the poor people. A festival where they can
laugh and dance and sing and eat their fill…a
day of joy for them. That is the spark that ignited within the Oikos Sisters and fueled the
“Adlaw Han Mga Kablas” fiesta.
A few weeks before the event took place,
the Oikos Mission was in high gear preparing for the fiesta. The Oikos Sisters called
upon their co-workers to assemble gift packages for each adult, child and family who
would come, to build “houses” where the
food would be served; and to help on the fiesta day. They also requested help from the
Borongan community for donations of food
and drinks for the poor. Invitations were
made and given to poor families and Oikos

scholars together with Caritas and Diocesan
scholars helped to decorate the venue, the
Don Bosco Youth Center. They also helped to
pack up the gifts and were an enormous help
the day of the event.
On Saturday, September 30th, the Adlaw
Han Mga Kablas, the sun was shining outside
and Christ the Son, through the grace of the
Holy Spirit, was beaming through the faces of
each Sister and volunteer. It was an early day
for all of us, and yet we were all blessed with
energy and joyful spirits throughout the entire day. We were expecting around 250 fiesta
guests, but the count nearly tripled as more
than 600 people came! We were astounded
and worked quickly to make more gift and
rice packs for our guests as they were singing,
dancing and having such a fun time thanks to
our talented MC’s and house band. But God,
our Abba Father, shed His light and His miraculous mercy on us as each child who came
received a party bag and each adult received

a grocery pack with rice. We had just enough!
And the food? It was like being on the mountainside near the Sea of Galilee 2,000 years
ago…not only did we have enough food to
feed everyone, but there was more leftover,
even after all of the volunteers ate after the
event! We were all praising God for His kindness to us!
We were so blessed with the presence of
Father Roneil Canillas, Father Joberto Picardal and Most Reverend Bishop Crispin Varquez
who celebrated a beautiful mass for us with
the assistance of Deacon Jonathan Pading. We
were aided by many of the mothers whose
children are sponsored through the Oikos
Sisters, the CRLJ Charismatic Community, Sister Bing of the Living the Gospel Sisters and
many past and present sponsored scholars.
Truly, each person was a gift to us and not
only helped to make the day run smoothly,
but made it fun too!
One of the high points for me was when

everyone gathered in a circle and sang “Hawak
Kamay” together, which means holding hands
together. Being a foreigner, I was unfamiliar
with this song, however, with a friend’s help,
I learned its sweet meaning…You are never
alone, no matter what happens. Not only can
you look to God in Heaven, but you can always
depend on me to be there for you, to hold your
hand, to help you in this uncertain world. You
are never alone. As the words were translated
to me and I looked around at all of the people
standing and holding hands, singing with everything they had in them, it really moved me.
To me, that is what Oikos is all about…being
there for anyone who God sends their way,
bringing God’s love to the poor and giving others the opportunity to do the same.
It seems that for the Oikos Sisters, and for
me, it was the very fruitful trip to Kkottongnae in South Korea that led to what we hope
will be the first annual Adlaw Han Mga Kablas! TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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On the Suffering that Typhoon Urduja
Brought to our People
During this holy season of Advent in preparation for the joyous season of Christmas, particularly as we celebrate the Misa de Gallo, tragedy has again struck our beloved country in
the typhoon Urduja.
The reports are not yet fully in but there are at least over 40 deaths, many are injured, many are still missing and almost 13,000 families reported in evacuation centers as we prepare
for Christmas. For sure many families have gone to relatives, neighbors and friends. Landslides and destruction followed in the path of Urduja. Many places affected by the six landfalls
of the storm have been declared in a state of calamity.
Bicol, Eastern Visayas, Central Visayas, Western Visayas, Mimaropa and the Caraga Region have been affected. From reports, particularly hard hit was the province of Biliran.
With this, there is news of another strong storm brewing off eastern Mindanao threatening to bring more rains ahead of Christmas.
Again, this is another very sad situation for many of our people who will be for sure in difficult circumstances as we usher in and celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Thus, may we enjoin our Catholic faithful and all people of good will to offer our sincere prayers to the Lord to let these people, in his mysterious ways, feel his care and love, his
mercy and compassion.
At the same time, we can be with the Lord by extending all we can – our help and assistance to these people.
Many are responding to help the victims. Department of Social Welfare and Development and civic organizations have been rushing food and other needed aid for the victims of
typhoon Urduja.
May I enjoin all our dioceses and their Social Action Centers and CARITAS offices, and faith and covenanted communities and religious organizations and catholic schools to continue
what we have been doing in the past when such tragedies struck. We organize and offer our help and assistance to the people of these areas through the bishops of these places.
This is the least that we can do, and perhaps we can do more through our own creative actions in each local Church.
Again, we can only imagine that these days will be days of “darkness” for these people but we pray that they keep their faith in the Lord firm and strong so that in this darkness they
can still gaze and feel the light of Christ.
May we “who trust in the compassion of our Lord,” our light and our salvation, “find solace and relief in his coming.” (Collect, December 24 The Morning Mass).
From the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, 21 December 2017

+ ROMULO G. VALLES, D.D.
Archbishop of Davao
President, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines
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Mr. & Mrs. RufinoGarado
Mr. NiloNaing
Mrs. Alma Mabansag
Mrs. Beatriz Egargo
Mrs. Carmelita Quesada Celis
Mrs. Concordia Lumain
Mrs. CristitaAblay
Mrs. Dolores Delleva& Family
Mrs. Epifania de Vera
Mrs. Eva Diaz
Mrs. GregoriaCalumpiano
Mrs. Luz Perez Tabernilla
Mrs. Mary Grace Soraya Duran
Mrs. Mila Obias
Mrs. ResalinaAbogadie
Mrs. RizaLozada
Mrs. Rosemarie Amistoso
Mrs. Sharon Abrera
Mrs. Veronica Miflores
Orocay Family
SALCEDO
Benefactors:
Marina Cayosa
Marcia C. Alde
Masmar D. Delista
Virginia A. Abunales

Benefactors:
Brent Gaillian M. Dagandan
Carl Niño D. Amosco,
Charles Matthew &Charly
Glenda Avizo
Glenda Casillano
Ida Seso
Jeric Paul Afable
Josefina Ravilas
Kit Edgar Balein
MelchoraBoco
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Aner
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Waniwan
Mr. & Mrs. ArnaldoAmosco, Jr.
Mr. &Mrs. Dario Wilmer
Penaranda
Mr. & Mrs. Fernando
Cantilang
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bingco
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Esquierdo&
Family
Mr. & Mrs. LucitoBingco
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ambil
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Nerves
Mr. & Mrs. MoisesGermudo
Mr. & Mrs. Renato Wong &
son Harold Christian
Mr. & Mrs. Romeo Devora
NimfaAfable
Nora Paez
Princess Lexi P. Acala
TitaBeato
Yolanda Morte

11

